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Games , s Recreation

Qa cav”efotf o\eal o? ﬁoianﬂ and fecreatiom Fime was
_.,,,sape,nt‘,,sn_.khe efreels a5 qardens weve nol” much
_more . than a. back:- yard. M™Moest of Yhe houvses
on the Sandford estate where | lived were
_bounded in Fhe fronr by fwo hotiwonTal fc;n\n-\%c_,
abovf elghr feel in length and four feer high
./{/hese were. USeo!..b_lj fhe bous and agivls, Who

and_ fhstimes.

ohidnt mind _ehewing their bloomervs, as ahmbmq
Prames, . Suzmrje were maole by Fhrousm
5mmmng fope. ovey the cuoss bav alr }'he,é?‘ of

_the lamp oot and har\ﬂlr\ on afftev a wa‘ah
Prom osomeone weovlod sen Yeu SW\ﬁ%lr\C‘j
ool anod  areund.

Bous Pa(_jeol with Looode(\ Lonp -
l‘oloe; , the lop bad a steel point and a cord,
‘wae weovnao Hant From the h"}b Ahen
released with a deft flick of the st in the

same wad . thar the motot s stavted " a
lawn mowed the top _wovld be __;;se_r\r,,spmr\'m
alona the pavement and boys woould compel®

lo see who could keep s 8011'\3 lor\%ef;\‘ sz .
whlf?f’mﬂ 11‘ on the way. \

dent remember amujboal{j " the
ned hboufhcaocl having a bicycle except one

or two. . men who veed rhem . _To. el Yo thelt
_work . Several bovya had. woocden 5&00’(@1{5 qnd\
-Vsome ..-o? -.\'he “mo{e,..,,‘,aPPluenr would 'Caiae{ |




_where. there were boye.-had a handmade.

o,,c,arl‘_,],,,*‘{.)e,t‘.w...a waoeden box_ wih “two old —
Sevambulaler _wheele ‘and a_wooden bandle .
naled en eaeh aide. . .
The ,ioav,emenl's Lwere covelred withh chalkaed
areas . marked oovt for hop- scoohn. I was

| hevey oble fo Play the game. .ae | never

~succeeded N balaneing on one leg long

| enovgh o advance from square to eqoare.

During the sbmmer  grovps ofF chidren woould
s Iy Yhe oloovwat]s; playing Cive stones |
| woe neor allowed to playg In the elreel very
offen. ond with mesk of the chidvens games
| never mastered the vules which seemed fo
be .niai'a{ and | was too btimid te asks so
femaned an onlocoker offten aething © e
o Wwa of Hhe ‘r\oie\j corvtestrantrs and be‘mﬂ
told® te %“81 oU é the wi%h"

In the winrey. the main diversion for grls
wae . 6K\(‘Dp1hﬁ and ...H_'\is | could do but My
Grtandma made the  faral mistake of

_, bmj\‘nﬁ me. & '_Goc).f';h’ ,fykl\bpir\a ..r‘o‘oe_ whieh
had bal bearvimnas  in. the handies tos
_.makfnaa it _easier fo maanipulate . | was
not . dﬂaeou!av‘ wiHh m 'rop_e and it was
eventually 'pinched by a b:’%, rl Jn the
next shreet. “The othey childven had lengths
_of elothes lne b vse  and. manuy. .and
~vaned weve. ,;the,:,,xhtj.s?qes they chanked oe

"fhéﬂ execvleo the ~ Bom




Jindvidvally _or blj two gtrle holdimg the vope.
etween _Fhem and Yturming for several.  others.
Fo ron anYe. the . rope .and skio  to _Yhe chant
the word ab the end of e hne was .
accented and the rope them turneo hwce
as fask bur khe skipper had re cear i
1 one .f'um)o. ’.(he.ee weie sSome ,oSZ_ he r‘h%meﬁ

" One . I’wo thvee _C)'feq/\j
L ij balls olown the are Y

G and rell Yoo ereter Mary

i on a. 6uno\ouj motfﬁ___ﬁ-'

\_’J/e,HS on {'ha plale

Jell on the '_E_}cﬂ‘e

Wikbkle , webble wibble wobble
ﬂ/all(j on the plate. ’

and Saﬂ’ mustavel vineqay EEHQ_EEJ’
2altr mustavd vinegar  pepped
_ovev anrod over,
O\Nj blank wal would e
u5ed i'o thow a ball a%ameﬁ’ and  many
Cantricate  fuornes and  Fwiste  woold be
executed between thvowing the ball
and cal'ch;r\@ te relorc. Some of Hhe
. bous . tiould  dvaws araake\‘ sfompe  on the
wall bot this qame " wae nor. Favghr Ao
loc.q(- e.lemar\’ro.v' 5choole -"aﬁd fhe, e




{ '.doﬁ."l‘,....sulo‘ooae; ;‘.’rhexe,,,ﬂ,we)xe_..umo.mj..._.,]ooi‘emtial B
»ﬁgr_f,‘pia ers qmr\cae-!’ the boys on the .
Gondford Estate, .o
. AThwvghoot .all of mu childhood
hoops were a fFavourite p\d&jth\mﬁ., wooden
ones Sor Phe arls and iven enes for the
boys, these lalfer being . conlioled by an
rors “hook o a shek. Dbul the weooden ones
neye bowled gently along. Lith a wosden atick

Qo now some . lile grle had Yhelr dolls’ prama but they
were Ussua!ly made of wood ond panted black.

Ver% opecial Ones haol shades whieh could be
openec and shul with mafching  covers maole
of HWI'GCU'\ cloth. | dont Rmow what toe
._equnf/q)@mt’ marerial would be !’i@w@%daﬂﬁ bour
this cloth was veed for all manner of Hhings
which needed to be wiped clean it cobld be
made. INte windows binds  of Yable and ehelf
coverimg. ¥ was a fairlu coarse fabric sealed
on.one ele with a waterploof subsfance,

1 Onlxj ever saw ir in dark grean.

' F wasnY vsval For mothers to 9o

ool fo work all day, scheol and office cleaning
or ‘charvin for the better class in New Cress
or Lewisham wouLlol ol Keegp Women oauwA
from their ocwn domestic doties for three

of fovvy houvva. t% lot_of “..Ft"mtéhx'mg T was  done
i the homes ev?.qu a. sty factoruy near,
‘home. and al one ~time .mum. _sewed on . ..
bottons . fo the garmenrs. twhich  were  brought'..




home. .and collected a fei :
_.mothes.. wasnt . ve.mj hcmohj _with hev needie
and _wovld  occassionally.. have piles . of  beok- FO\d\ﬂ%
all over the Kilchen fable . Thie_hod been her.
trade when she . wae‘_exngia several of her
Pamily had been " in the pw‘ml‘ One of bey
Sigters now in her late eighhies ofill speaks
with greal pridle  of the ablef.—‘a she had helped
o ’oroolucﬁ the very Hin pope’ with veal geid leaf
,eohjlma and the high cs]uahl’% bmdm% here wele
a g@al’ many  women who ook ' waahxm% and
whose pgardens had seve lﬁaé‘emec' o clothes and
linen ool ever o!alj "c?ﬁﬂs-'w’ were no ads Yo
Fhis labouvr as nhow,  waler wae heated In the
coppes and a bar of Sunlight” scap was qated
infe the water, to remove. the cbstinale qime
on collavs ,amol coffs a wooden woshing board
wae vsed lo b Hhe menls on. -

Meost of the childven~ hated __MOr\da«j
becavse i+ was radirionally . oashin o\a% and
mothere  would be tived .and wrlable _ang ¢
the weather was foo wer fo pulr the line vp
wer clothes would be Happing From tlimes
made . of siring Which woold be hied
across Hhe cé;\t'r\ca_ or hung over the ?'w'e;ciiug,fd
andl leqa wovlol be ealenn 6 thig «:—;reaij
seoreins- 5Mahr\a o.\’moepphefe _

Lecreahon. ....\l"\O\CDC)\"b , ola e}r\o\ed a. lo’r’
LOnN l’he 5159_ Qr\o\ sex oF Yhe ! ammj bdhere. }’hele
| 'boam\ Was ua!\cj




wevld have. tain. sele. . _nov. as. _._.ncp_u-?.ada%s, Aot
_lo.ldou te - all. aver._the _$floer._but lavae enough . Yo
ftake. Lp . mMmoel_of the Kitehen fable, the leading
engine wevld run by cleckwork , The 9t’ahbf\
_and 2l nal Pbox  Wae \’Ir\ po{m\‘ao\ moal” Yeallishcal\lj‘

Cound on\'he,,Kil'ch er_wall and the beltey . o

Chil drene _}'059 weve. Fhen ds now ueicﬂhﬂ small
‘Kepla\ca‘e of the tems i the home . ’rotj shops

wovld have _tHn _models of a kKichen vange, .

baths and bowls , wooden fables and chavs
bedstead and kitchen dresses and oF couvse there
were  dollg, wax dolis , china dolis , wecden dolls
and rag dolles . | wasnt very keen on dolls
bur was rather prouvd of one  that mu father
brovgrt home for me . He had been o a zale
ofF the contente ofFf the Cecl Hotel and amor\ﬂsr
Fhe miscelloneovs tems weve toys  etrher plovided
For or left behind bxj the childven . of the
wel-to - do palfons . Ahie  sale. must have token place
aooLt 1920 the site on the “thames embamkment
laley became one of the fet multi-nahonal
conce/ns to be estoblished . In this cooniry, .
Shell-Mex Hovee. Bour back Yo the doll |, | was
.,Jomuo{ of It as | sad. becavse ehe was very
beavtiful with real how , dark brown amd wowd

eyes that . cpened, amol  clased awgg.lonﬂ lashes

She was ointed ._and  dressed i a gleen ..sanin

drese _;-t_q.‘l_Ht\..-k\_a\"_\’o._. moféh . ver Fine _undevclorhes
__w.hlb_b____..q.l] ~bnbottoned. .. and .\Qwa._-’@m\e hanging
F’I‘om ~bev - wast bur conceqled. beneath _her




4 olvess o hen. Po.lieai_____\'he, _doll wolld, sau. ...
A " Mama” ZI‘GGLZPQPQ "L never. loved the doll
| enovgh fo qive hev a name and only fook
_______ her ovul of Fhe . cupkoavd. o shew. her_ off.

mtjor\l _othevr. . doll was Sal @teh . she was
1 _tmade .. ranolma _Fromm a leq of a _b?l\%c,k.
L. woollen sfocking. stuffed withy rags andabail
| contmved  wikn a plece of black astvakhan For,
o Fhe e,ges,,,weafe.v rwo _pearl botrern_and .a wide
mouth was embwidered on with scaviel wool
Taie doll .| loved becavse | could Fake her fo
bed with me and it 1 roled on hev a\urlna
Fhe r\t%h\‘ ehe  didnt shick n me.

Mosl women koitted or arotchered
so thal. g'\rle. would be foognt these crafts W
Fhe home. Onother winfey pastime W ouf
home was raq rug-maki\’\%. Mormey weuld be%
old coale and mens' suts om Fiends and
né«ghbowra then Pad, Mom and | “wovld  eut
the ocarments vpP Yo :"::hf‘\pﬁ abowt 1. nen Bde
bﬁ - Inehes loﬁa. Then and old sack would
be obtained from te areen grocey anad
aftey Morhery hogd W\o\/ouahhj ashed v e
wovleh be cur Yo e k"e.qon’e.al . 9158 of
a heavbhrog . oy 6\ip ot for the door and
witih a steel hook  Hhe 5h/}f9.a ofF matevial
_wovla  be drawn .I,'.h.(ou:ah fhe,,_...sa\okxha _and
Knotted ____‘m,v,.muc'a.h“,_\'be. Leéame. _..Luanj.,,qe, oaft cob-
wool.. rv 5.‘,,-5@{@7‘7»%._@;_‘?!;8 ..tO'—o\qg.r :

- /gk’\}t.?-f’pﬂ fﬁg*mtﬁ%

A




e - 3K9at‘wrah%é b d(je,e i _colours  suelhn as
we .see loday and . anu case werkang .
-[Pecples clothes weve always dark so_as ner

as oh’lj cleanere . bor ,‘,}‘hacj weve Not common
1 the only one | remember was' @;llqy; ofF fexrtn”
| duers hnd cleaners. IF muy Mom wanted
e clean an i*h'm% she wobld wash it "N
parafting eevfownl il-%o{' fhe dirt out bol
the agarment had Yo  hang 1» the garden
For aye to ﬂa]’ vid of the zmell . Mo was
also a grea\’ one for dnjefir\a amnd each
sommer | lask years dresses  woold be
clyeo] and brought ouvt.as pew . Casement
corfaine which “weve normall a nevtval
| beige colour mom  would e .5Talrﬁmc3 FESLIo
astel shades the Pvst Yeov and P! re.ssim
throvgh mid blues and gteens oard They
rolted .C{Udal:j. o
“ON of. Methevs Fable-linen and
pi[!ow-’stips weve Frmmed  wita axquie,ik@ aloch el
ab whion  she was. vevy ood bor mocvome
- werk wae  very fashiornable and almest
@veru Han iy the home  was decovated
cpowith D Hhis T 1 some way of - anoetrnher,
) ’(he _maf}\‘elgahe,lg— oveY _Fhe Pﬁ@‘oh‘:{ae N eacks
. |l reern haol aq deepl F{‘t(\ 90\ bDY&\@f, the
| evrfaine. . were. . all dooped . bock . wih . bands
" _GF Lhnqc}lame-wwOrKf ‘-‘gnq\t.:;‘ .h'aifetlatjs ' lned
aﬁm’ap of f)_"lei;‘b\ué;: SO0 PR 5\\K




umu'fatf,k...j‘f_\. Motheve. bedvoor., . . . ..

: hu_mam

Emm” ie.gap ;‘E':;d.e,,.._ogiﬁ\’hem.::O\faﬁsz.f(\%,-rtable _

e ﬂ’rhes/e. AAAAAA weve. ,l’wo,,dxﬁemq«a Hal .

1 rememioer the! Tower® in Rue lane Gckbham
L and .a .emall one ____iust‘ off the o©id Kenr \Qo\;
t wheoee  Name | Nnevey new  bot the chddven

| who _weve allewed to gqo to Fhe 'picfoves’

CQH&O’ b khe " ﬁeafp“'." ] ad ,Oo\'..go. o Fpe
emnema_ bkl | wae . abool Yhteen and the
Plm was called “Mothers 603_4‘_5('@;/#}0%

Havold loud. hater there was ancother cinemag

near the Margus oF Granbu .1 New Cioss ﬁol',
thils one was buill on the sife of Hhe old

New Cross Empire whih was the home of
- Mosie, Hall and \I‘auial-ﬂ . Heve. ™Mum and Dad

wovld spend on occasional quuro\auj evenng,

leavina me wih m Gfandma . ON the u(:xs"\enj

arhiote ” of the time appea;/ed ab thae mosie-hail
CDan Leno , hitle “fieh Hety Kt'n% and larer
,5anohj. foowe.“,, Gracie Felds el . | saw the

Firelr show_ Yhat Gf‘qc,/i,e )atjaol the leading (ole

1otF wae called "My Aowerv oF Leadon ' an

) d?foduc,eol.. by hev PBivar husband Qrehie Aitr,
3F the ,Ele/pharxr’:ar\d Castle was a theatve

I whieh ,....[e%ulav\ - had the plcuég made Yamovs

1. _..}mj ......’fool.f;laughi’ef and his company . One or

| hhe greatee)r freals | coan remembev. wae bémﬂ
taken_to see i_.ff_SLLb@anéu)_ Todkd the decnon barber
QF Feet 85" Jpek. to moke \F more ¥ ovvPic. meat
vere sold Yo the avdiencel lEagr Lynne ’

1
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_ Sehool

_un;ano\ 3umdau\ SR

: Convey _'_D_D'i‘,% _Rd y Elementory. Seneol
woe _withirs _ fen _minotes. walk ofF the home  of
most of Fhe popils bor ¥ was dwided down the
~mddle by Fhat pecuhiav..brand of class =
dishinchiors” 8o neoticecable the lower Yhe socal
loddev one. descends. On one side of Canverbory
Rd;. wae_the Sandford Esrate and . .on. Yhe other
Fhe really  mean Wie houvses of Ormsicdle and
“Tosrin o the childre~ from the later were
very ooy, mcmlj coame Without shoes and hhe
health  of these chidven wae ondermines by
the ohegases of Goove,rt'j, (iekets, finguevm  and
bronehitts . In some waoags these cahildven uxere
envied by Fhe Yevng of the Qo.rxo\?erc;\ E%\"G_Te
bcac,o;gee H\eltj were e_\zcit'bke For holldaus wath
Hre Childrens @oum‘r‘j ‘&ol'\da\j Fungl.“ hese
younﬁaaltefs hfpl’ c’”\ﬁ haad the mégp{mess of
Hhe ho'ndmj_ir\ the coontry bot also fhe gory
_when. rhe came. Yaock Yo school) the rvest
_of ve onl had o h@!fcquj & ouv parents  couvld
affovd e fake vs. o

. fne schoel was very od ever »
1917 when | was enrolled , thete weve Four
entvances | INFanTs" T Tumior . MED " TGIRLs ¢ ‘Boys”

1 Qs | remember . fwo years weve spent it Fhe
1. lr_\__qul’s. ~and tfwo_or thiee Ihe. duaior Mived

P"Om them _on ¥ was Cwle ov. Boys . oo¥ .
Toorteacs yeare of ages . .




| “lﬁ'ﬁ_.__._inéide;- e ;:échaol;,.ms_at\ “brown . and.. ...
| areen yoainl . with o blackboard _and easel by the
Gr G | g

sidle of _the hreachers deskK._ in_each. eclasse room .
___Heah_;ﬁ N .._wimhav.’..__._mh.s'lsi'e.o\ of o stove iIn the .
mddle” of the room but thal was o\urr'na the wat,
o | remember by .the hme | yeached the | .

big girle there weve heot water prees tnstalied.

“The ._?’ﬁqahah:a PferF-F&s rofession  was Sl‘eaﬂtd -
,.Qdﬁ’\\f&d,w:-'bLj,.,Qu the people | Knew and {ooKir\_a
_back . the dedhcation of these single women,
all ol@,\/cahhca ther lives to the edocation and
f‘ra{n\'r\ca of. childven other Yhan thev owon .
| remembey  wiith %feal" affechon the First
headmislrese Miss Schwann and latev on
Miss \Qauﬁeﬂ . , o

Each Pow‘l’ of the scheol had 1\'15 ouoMm
small asphalr p\mj%mur\cl ab the side of wmien was
a vow of green Pcimt'ao\ lavotroriee the walls &F
which weve Q\uJClez covered win ehldisn
anafomical d\’awlr\%s and rude comments aboul
othev crildren . S

1 ‘TY\CU“\O.%@,O\ o survive the nfants
without any seriovs Nness bur scon ofter going Lp
o the domior mived | was hospital and Aweny
From echool for over Yrhvee wmonths .. Are case kepy
a ecfop ook and vndey the € ﬂux&)ﬁoe ok
Miss Richavds, the teadner., made . it ioWevestioag
ang | iofermative . T was. sent fo me 10 .___‘__hasao‘\\'_ox\
thot becavse. of “infection . r had. fo be lefr . -




S /(he,i’caach evs_acnd. lessons weve o
_carea\‘.. \'o o .me 1 Jdoved _____‘r__\eqr{r\% abou\‘ R
" Beowulf and Grendel ""“The Knights of the
Kovnd “Table " and. '_‘.QZSOP-:; fables " “The latter -

- cxlwatj-e’; cavsed ?jt’g%les amo(\%‘;‘ﬁ'. he .class Os
_my surname was - Sopp’ and ij,fri\h'aLfﬂ_E_‘f. L
- Betouvse of thie unfortomate name life ab scheo)
tenoled o be miserable when m\\t{r\ci with  the
_othev _childven . se | became c\ol\‘e. Qol{\'cm”n.ﬁ Do
.mxﬂ,,e.n\o.jmer\\“ carme when rhe bell vang Cov us
o assemble ™ hnes and vetuvn Yo ool classrvooms
| Hete we sat i ovdey of ment, top boy and 3\;’} Front
ﬂghl’ chzrhg the teacher thence vup and Aouom H’_\e
fowe until the bottom boy amd gwl who cecvpied
the back lelthand desk . /(/\'\\5 5\/5k‘aw\ sEens
complere\y l’opﬁ?/'—,‘ruw\f the elowest amdl

/
fofobabltj these wikth heamm% or visval provlems

were In Fhe corney forthest from Hhe windouws
blackboarvol and Yeachev:

Fancts. Shovtey and | were almost
permanl” eccuoponts of ?(or\\’—ﬂgh\’, he wxe
really top ' 0s be was .c:Jooo\ oF soms ase well
as Svevything elee wheveas | was goed
al most  othev _..’i"n‘\n%a _but hopeless al” 2ums
which | detested, never uvnderetocd and
wovldnt borher o learn. | i, iF was ©© 1990
hal a. 5@(&1@\‘5.:?0\" foad Safery was eofmea\, ,
__..l,,Ac.qr;‘rﬁ,Yeme,mb.&:(,,,,u?bo.'\’i__'\\’ Was _called . buy
all seheolehldven weie. ,x’eqvn’ﬁd_ Yo wife on
ess0y uor\ {‘oqd . %Qpaﬁ“t:\ L 3es. ar\o\ c.a\/\* { p\'c.»oﬁ"&ﬁ




-@re u.?aroleolmaﬁa{ i’:’ancae: ond. \ were __boi‘h

rec.;fo)ents and .._.-woulo\_-,haua o qo B Caxtors Hall

lo receive them Prom ﬁ@m_c.eses Moy _Q...l.cs,\fé.af_ Yhe.
fincess foyal Covntess of Harewoed), Qs ooy
one enld Wom esach. sechosl covld ao and iF

being. the olaus of sexdiscritmnalio®  bol qQlas
male - Otliant'rcj Fancie stoodd oclows andh | wenr
e Caxf‘ar\ H4 l\‘

R A4 mofhe,v fBoK me bg h!am i’o
W%I‘mmsﬁa»’ . W must . have been Neovember as &
was colel, well and dark. Muvm had only the
fantes” (dea of the lecation of Caxen Ball and
_ymueh }’fme:a was . washscl u.Jar\dehﬁg vp and
clowwn VicYoria St’; Wik Mmoo @,H’lha wiitable
and | miserable and rearfol . " Eveniuall y a

ohiceman  oivecrest Ls and we artueod
\ust’__]_begove_ Frincess Maryy came on te the
Plai-?orm. She was digessed 10 a black coalt
and skl with He wihte collar  of bher blouvse
over Fhe cpab. collar. | was leld affey wards
 that she Wwas mournmﬂ For her ouﬂ@e
brother . ﬂ/ohn whe  had V’&C-e—mi'ltj ded , This
_pr\nae. was ner known fe the public generally
.ag he was . handicapped ™ Some Way .
"f\'\a 'pououg(ng week abf schocal I was
regored to. write an essay af Ve occasior
ang this  was vead out o the agssembled.
ochoel On...o? whieh - Yesuvlted | Ay aﬁoﬂ?bi‘obahoﬁ
;From ﬁ__mxj c;\qss \‘eqa er. _bur . did




wou\d con eYanmYly _arvive _bhome (A tears ha\hr\ﬂ _
Hon-he . .%am\”l_e.r fron seheet . of beys. and —%'“49 .
;."ca\l;h%;;;,a%ex me ot sueh names as -
,tif?orap(j_"?‘b_ name, Sopey Py natore!” " Four azjes.‘
Robbits feeth.”  onmd so on. Cowx_p]a{m’s \‘“o._.mtj

_ Mother. recetved ....s_c;.ar\\'_._s\jmpakhsj as she would
tell me Yo “Heal v with the contemplr v so nanly
Odeserves!!  when |\ \’hqu%h‘r was. a  wonderful
_phrose bul bHow oid you de it] o
e One of the %h’xr\%e \ did leavn oy

. the _P]a(j :ﬂ»'our\o\. was class distinaerion .
,Can\’&/bumj KO?‘, was the odwvidima Unhe berwesn
the reasonaniy peal Jdle hovses  of Sandford Edale
and the eld,ton dow cottages of Oimede SF; and
Avstin. 30 even the names soonoed. U‘al‘j'
/fhe,___d'\'l\d(ﬁer\ Fiom this laller side came te school
often bavefool , moeﬁn:\ 3Yubb amd __obv'toushj
hunav C Trhews wele the names called out bﬂ
e Durse T after she bad examined our

heads .16 trake lethers home to Yhewr mothels. _
In class .and  af.play these fwe Cacrions fely
combined - Hﬁ\a,,@r\hj emld every ome \ked was
Sarmbo . ,,,,,,Q\wanj,s_ 5&\\:]’3(3, ,a\u)mjg nelpfol and
as 1 vecall always. wea:flr\a a Yed  uweol f\ersez.j)
he. __.was..._me_,__._onh.j Tblack ehild . saws Fol manyg

Y ML _averall _vecollection of life abf schoo)
wes ia_of a ‘_._}:ba,op,;j;.@L,ah_n'osp‘haﬁe fostered. by
* ' whe _ seemed Jo

F vorees

Kindly - women . wits .. sof

v ho'u;e _ no




l’\'\\r\"sjoddbaxjg-aﬁo\ g%'m.s . Fom R .ééﬁlef?g; S

ofterncen  wikh the windows .w{de,op@r\ wowld

df'wlt\d\t\_p.od '. ._;\,V,,‘,hao\;_u_er{\ogad_ \ f;\’e-nir_.\% _to the homanm
voree  whether Yo rhe poems fecied . Yo me by
mu_ Mothey. u‘fﬂﬁe«_\_iﬂ\agez blacksmirin ,,",,,Vba(ng, her .
Pavourite por Yhe Gvor peads abf scneol ,h‘ﬁt‘ea'\inc\)) o
the bia' awnls _of ther' sn 1(\3_ lessons .. Al warm

make Hhe . olvob &UNc:ur\d'\(\%e ke heaven as

N listened fo “Whereeel! uvou  walk " and kaden lec E

Of owv oW~ S ng  lessons L temember. anly
ore song ., which | hove never heard since
ana  am pfaﬂ‘oj cevFain would nobr be Folevated
i~ seheools _of the pregsenr as “Nannies " and
”Nuusp,més " smack Yoo muen of a prl\rﬂegea class
whfo\'\ . oola\llj enovah e nevel! secemed ‘o
ea\vLj o want” o emuviate . loo{u\’:éa\ awaveNness
was to come moch lalev,

O\mj qu bheve e Hhe l‘j"'.c’- ‘%f‘:m}’«j—odc} ;deq/s
on . ] ,

o

‘ /_r__\’le N lgﬁ'\i‘ - Novsery . ]
When nrse hhas tockeel the ed-cdorhes o
ang gtumpeod  acvoss the Floov,

She saus Hab ner a .’,:[mgte s oul
Can come N Hvorgh the doov
Bor only  me . and Mielk He doq

- boho _sleeps. 7al_<>,n8____ofn'\9 R

. Broouos __m\mﬁ, }“he....,,.,&k{‘ﬂii%l‘\‘r's _____ open. .

. Q,;\plwha\"wef{e_ %.c;fnﬂ._:to see.,

fov




436 aun oo aone o oea

/lhen Some one  comes o e 0 heve
Whe nursie says s dead

Do vesed to cal hev “’Dcx’\aha Heart”
Bor Morher was hev came

Onor Miall and me were UE_v-f) Sk
Bebeove ovy mMmothel came ,

She comes 1o throuah the LW dowo
Covse e doov ts notr alowed

Her es  ave brl%h\“ as e srars
Hev olvese 1 WiKe a cloud,

She  bholds me \)L‘?\'(_,j closs or\o\ “thY
And tolks about a Land

Wheve all the Floweis ave boys anc va\r]f:
Wiy Motbevs gclose ob hasd

Angdt when t wanr o Qe with  het
She saue | Twould nevel? do
TCavse Dadduy wouvld be. lonealj oy

batheool a man~  like ijcu}'#

As sciocle 1 Hhese dagﬂ_, wele reallu local
evelvone voent heme Yo omney af 1 2-odeck
fo veluvn blj Z'Olom O the uocuj hom e

| hod o Pass Bette\s the qreenqrocel  who
also zold a few sweefs and some shvange
l_oal{g}'\g Hr-{ir\gs . davk brown and 6hin% )
whichh we called locust beane: abeut hhe
9158 of a yernnmery bean H‘\etj wele vevy
sweel after uou had pbiten throva Hoe
hard  extevior the seeds w~ these dvied




were  WKe h‘r\\j hard stones whie had o be
spol oul needless to Say  a game was Made
o see whe couvd %P‘ﬁ’ l’\ﬁe'V*oN‘lﬂ&_ﬁr-
pockel meoney omem o Weelk on Saruvday ,
Groandma Qave ™M 6'l>aper-\c:_e and | had the
Mum  bof some of fhise had o be
for Cnvistmas and

| vecew e

Same p»’ow\
por ! My monew box read ‘
birlhda plesents ama | alsp had te provide
iy own colleehion For Ghoven and Sur\c:ﬁa% Schoc
| m\'cih\’ somelrimes %e&'\x\% an exiva pency

or fwo e\'\'i\’\a etvands Sor my mothey

O\ ang vate 1 was Q\UJChjs Short o Mon ey
o\uv{ma the week and v was the ]rhouahl‘ aF
locust beans  Halr \‘empred
p»forr\ S°7hosfk*@.s/5 Francie was a\wa%g,
N Fonde e the extenr of a peray A do._j
wrickh  he kept fied e the coimer ofF his
handKerenief and Fucked on the ledge ooder
ocuv ckeek C\QL,) ll\\c:&e\’eao}
beiwnd ehen T was p\ab—h'me and  fook the
a::»ar\r\\ﬁ fram Yhe \-\Qr\c)\ke.vc.,t'\iep} on Yhe anf_j
o

leco st beans |

r"\lﬁ':blf\%

me o &afseal

Fs’a r\c.i S

On one pqﬂ’%(;u\av

Korm e Arned | gpery the penny v Bernels
on
Fhe.

SA

T\oth‘n’\% veas ever Saicl abelt
pe,r\n%), F‘{ar\c.i.e WIS \f&tﬂj qu}a'\‘
e  odidnt
kel O Penny  was a lor of mene
Fhen WFe casier For Wands
his father was a buleher n Car\\"c-szur«j Rd; .
Compafeol with  Fhe obhey i Hhe
‘h&l%hbouﬂ’\ooo)

reserved Seo peihaps Wke to
ONy one.

wo.s ,

bbut P(—Z.i-’ha\os

sSchheool e

mbj a\ameh\‘amj Scnooel Mat‘




, f’wnd\q(,& Scheol

have. been oood of Bad, as a child | covdnt
iudae bof enly Knew that as | vemenber the cass
was o.\u)atjﬁ- well pehaved apast Flom the  odd
Misdemeanowy ke @lt‘al»cing t'nky o leces of
b\o’d’nﬁg pape’ about The voom  and a\ﬁﬁou?)h
we heavd oboul the Schoot Poaval man I nevey
heavd of anuone ab whese home he had called
becavee ©F frYoancy .
OF thar fime and ™ Phar district of South Eaer
Lenden F as rac_ocjr\{seo\ that edocarion Yo a
hl}ahezv %mo\e was escenrial 0 tjoo were bo
er & aecd 1o and not Fransih vp s
I'O@QK Yeans 6@&\)1}‘ Fac,l’om:g oY I?o%ews,’s Lauma‘rt
Everdone wods c\\'\*\\'u“\a Yo have o ~'<3c3uicw 'lob
ik A P@(\&(@f’\ atbt the end of v and for this
pou needed o pass Ythe Schotlavemp  and qe
on o a Secondara of Gramaay Schootl |
’Fo( the iove ’prac,r}cal Moaded  have wasz: A
echelavenp ar  thateen or Fourtesn when F was
’oosalb}e, fo ge e a Yolurechnic Yo tain as
a Che}l Dress C’(@—Sicjt’\e’-l" ! Haroressel elc .

:

Sounda Sehool at Corpus Crwior
Choroin was o very P{our'@hl'ﬂa asaw . Theve
weve thvee grades | itrle  enildren Lp Yo It
ov ten | then catecham fov those abeoolb o be
CLO)’\F\'\/me,O) whieh ag the' chuovein was ercjto-cm"ho(fc
childven poere encouwaci@o\ to present Frem selues
from  fen yeors of age’ Pir\aﬂﬂ Fhe Bible Class




bor those whe were now commonmicants
My Oontie /J/O was the wf:»&*t;irwt‘e.r\a\eﬁl’ ot the
e enes Sundau Scheol ot four of Hive
leachers each Sitton g with « oLE of ea{ghl’
oy fen chidren~ avound them . for the prayes e
ans colleehion we all sat in line and sang
humns Fom  Gncient and Modern « When e
was hime Pov ecoliectrion we all RGiled Past’ e
fable af whicih Qunhe FJo sal and cﬁ.!oppea\
ovy  mon ‘lf')\'ol 4 woeoden box | we alu.va‘ds;—
sang the same inayle Cor this cevemony
and 1t pt?u3>)\e,5 e abild

ngv‘ the pennes CAWOpélﬁca

histen while the Fall
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MY FATH.R

I renember him velking into that upstair flat and looking
deflated and the words 'C,3' being tossed about, It mmst hava
"bean &t the outbreak of the Great War and he had volunteered
Por service only to be rejected on health grounds.

st that time he was working as a traveller for lonk « :
Glass,; makers of custard pouwder although he had so many friends
and relationg 'in the print' thet I think this was his original
occupustion arter lesving school at 1%, He met my ilother at
sixteen and following a long courtship when from their
reminliscences they seemed to spend most of their time off
cyeling into the Kentish countryside and visiting an aunt of
ny Hother who llved on Bluebell Hill Chatham., They marrizd when
he was twenty=one.

' My fother wase the trpe of nmen who is always described as
the 'life and soul of the party'. Although he came from a poor
home, his nmother ssems to have iried to maintaim a certaln
gentiiity so he must heve enjoyed the contrast with oy Motherts
horie, when although her father was ver: strict the parties on
every concaivable occasion vere gargantuan. Here were 21l the
opportunities for my father to play the fool with his
contemporaries, tease the elderly and spoil all the children
within re=ch. : _

These parties slways seemed to centre @round the plano,
an upright with fretwork front gver grsen silk complete
with tvo ninged candl:-svlcks, Dad was slwovs the saelf
aprointed M.Ce at these festivities and vould soon have
family and.irizsnds doing their plece. My Mother had a pleasant
contralto voice and would sing ‘A Little Grey Home in the West!
vith nmuch feeling! ILouie, a Triend vwho lived nearbv counld play
the piano by ear and woulé vamp out sn accornpaniment for all
snd also glve a solo performance for good measulrs,.

The most exclting part of the evening coene when the men,
having consumsad most of the beer brought in from *Jack Martin's®
earlier in the day began to organise the games. It was no use
putting me to bed 2s the molse dovmstairs vould have kept me
ayake so I was allowad to stay in the corner and enjov the fum. 1
The games vers usual for the time and started off with the
noisy ones like 'Jostmzg's Knock'! and games where the glirls had
go go out inmto the dark passege from where excited screams
indicated the fate that had befallen them. One gome I was allowed
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“~to join in was called 'Aeroplane', The girls vent outside

-+ the door and were called in one al a tinme after being
“hlindfolded. They were then led 2 few paces and told to

- atep up high-as thay were golng to be lifted to the cellling.

At these tinmes the rooms vere very dofty and after gstting

the feet firmly onto a plece of board the pirls were lifted

about six inches from the floor but I can voucn that it felt
more lilke six feet,

As the evenling became late, some of the men would go to
the ikitchen and sit around a large table to play cards or
‘Housy-housy's Those vho were left would sit around the fire
and continue to play quieter games although one of those had
an uhexpected result. For thias all the remaining nen went
into the passage and were admitted one by one after the girls
had made preparation bv one of them removing her stocking and
carefully stuffing it to look like a leg, the shoe would be
put onto this and she sat on her bare leg, 43 each man cane
in he was taken wo the rov of girls sitting with their feet
demuraly together and told that it was a room in France whers
it was the cusiton to greet ladies by sackins thelr ler
instead of thelr hand, Thls evoked screams of laughter as
each man cane to the 'leg' which came away in his hand until
a young fellow who must have come with a friend for I didn't
know him suddenly reached the false leg and as 1t came awvay
In his hand fell back in a dead faint., Feathers were burned
under his nose and 1 so terrified at the sight had to be taken
screaning up to bed.

There was never a tine when he was too busy or Tirasd to
play with or ta2lk to nme and I have memories of being given a
¥flying ancel' on his shoulders to bed every nighte

Barly in 1916 he presented himself again to the
recruiting office and this tixe he was a private in the Royal
Flying Corps wheot he did I didn't know except that '0fficer?s
batman® were words I heard, After a 1ittle vhile he came home
one leave with one strive vhich apnarently made him a lance-=
corporal but the next time home the stripe had gone.

During this time he was stationed 2t Wendover and at
first my rother went to stay a2t Aston Clinton to be near him
but not for long, lonely country life and my Mother did not
agres and she:reéurnea to work st the Woolwich Argenal. ¥Hot
a week went by but I didn't have a card from him carefully
writien in large capitals for iy eace., I had learned to read
before I was five 2nd what yas on those posicards was half the
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incentive, One card came with the name and address looking

quite normal but just before the message he had written ‘Hold §
. this up to the looking glass's, This intrigued ne and I spent

nours trying to do 'mirror vriting?,

when oy father came home on leave he would let me unwind
“the puttees which clad his legs to the lmees. I soon learnt
‘a lot or Army slang and songs from him. &t that tine the R.F.C.
was part of the Army and wore khald, 4After I had been in
Hospital I went with my Mother to Wendover to stay near my
fatliery and was taken to sse the airfleld, another alrman took
me into the basket of a bzlloon which was tethered to the ground,
How I feel that this nmust have been highly irregulari

Towards tha end of 1918 my father cane home on leave and
we went with my Hother to have tea with Grandma, Living as she
did in the first floor front room of my Auntie's house thers
wasn't much room for entertsining so we all had tea downstairs
with suntie Aggle and then nine of us piled into my Grandma's
room, ~What with a wgshehand stand just inside the door, a
double bed slong the same wall, a large chest of dreuers between
the two vwindows; a horsehalr sofa on the opnosite wall and a
large vooden plain deal table, in the middle of the room,
chairs had to be brought up from Auntie Aggiet's.

Grandna had a favourite chair by the fire it wag made
rather like a deck chair but with carpet instesd oi canvus
and the seat was held ripgid with a cross pilecs of wood. as
it was Dad's leave Grandma gave hin the geat of honour by the
fire, Wedped round the table vere riy lother, Auntie Apgise,
her husband Frank called Bruno by all, her eldest dauchter
Rose caled Jo, I don't lmow vhy, her son Frank known as Sloper
by my father i think there was & character in a book or paper
called Ally Sioper. Then ceme Blsis, her voungest giri only
seven yesars older than I was. Finolly Farlow Frank Rosels
husband his name was reversed to save confuosion with Frank or
Sloper.

My father wanted Elsle and I to sing but we vwere both
mnwilling so he took us one on each knee and told Elsie to
sing 'Its a long way to Tipperary' and for ne to sing 'Keep
the Home Fires Nurning! both together., This vwe did and in
the middle of it a1l vhat with ry fathner kesping time with hils
Imees and- us two children jumping up and down the chair i
collapsed and we all three landed on the floor, Grandma‘'s :

“¢hair was broken beyond repair, :
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, ' uhen the excitement-and the seoldingq had subsided
I suddenly. dnnouncod to Gthe ussembled compeny 'Daddy isn't
on leave, he's not g ing back any more'! Everyone . .
‘including my father was astonished. -For @ long time I
1ived on the inportsnce of hainy ‘a ‘ehild vho was ‘fey',
Of course my father had been !} eeping it a secret to tell
ay Mother later that evening but he had to admit in - |
front of them all thut he was home for good. |
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b Some of my earliest semordcs were heoring ry eld ars talking :
'~ about bereoved families or families where someonoe was kept in a o
kasmnvfroom with the vindous wide open because they had
“eonsumpbion. I learned very early that you conld always tell a
< eonsuastive by the two bright spots of colour in their cheelts and
‘their irritable tempers. Hewt door to us a vidow lived in the
ppstair flat with her son coughing his iife avay in his bed LWy
- the open vwindove.e S5ix doors avay was the local Gulde captain
vho would go through the macabre performance of taking the
salute pronwed up on her pillows with Guide hat on as her -
conpany paraded outside the window! At the end of Hornshay
Street vhere my Grandma lived was the one who fascinusted me .
most, She was a besutiful young vonan vho tas constantly !
vheelcd about by her ibther or rfiance, Gladys lay in this |
long spinal carriage nade of wlcker, her dark halr dressed
in two long plaits lying over the blanhet vhich covered her
and I had evidence of her irritability as khie snapped at nma
one duy te stop staring at her!

- bpongst the school culldren thers was always soneons who
was in the Fever hospital zad ths teacher would glve us
reports on their prograss.

ot quite an illness but something wvhileh must have caused

the thildren concernad great distress was the question of nits
and lice in their heads. & school nurse visited usually once

a tern and after her attendance there would be letters for

some to talte hone to thelr Mothers and a visit to the Cleansing

stution Tor otiers, This last rust have been guite horrifying
for tie childrenn' hezds vere snaved and little girls-would
vear muslin mob-caps in class,

A gtay in hospital dofinitely increused your status
amongst the other children and as the grey anbulance with
H.b B, which I think meant Medical Agylums Board, called at a
door children would appear as if called by the Pied Piper to
1ine the route fronm doorway to ambulance paying thelr homa§e
to the patient. It was the thought of this 'lap of honour
which excited me vhen I lay 4n an upsialr room walsing for
‘the grey van to take me to the Fever hospival, Mf arrival
there subdued ne guite & lot as anything untnown held such

L

-

torrors for nme, I was wheeled into the outer hall vhere 1t
yas very dsrk and nursss hurried about with a swish of thelr
long starched skirts. One of these stopped by the stretcher




and asked my name, 1 was so nervous I hed to repeat it three

times before she could understand the jumble of words vhiech -

- spilled out. Vhen Tfinally the nome had been enterad into a

" book and onto & chart the nurse suddenlw called Y2CITLRY X

was terriflied at the sharpness of her voice &nd could only

apuly one meaning to the word 'Porter' INTOXICATING DitIiK]

I lay there quletly vowing that no drop should pass my

1ips when they brought that which Grandna had warned me

against and vas I not a member of the *Y¥! branch of

the Women's Tenmperance Assoclation! Ho I vould die first of

scarlet fever like Florrie whose picture was clways on

Grandma's mantelshelf and vhose grave I had seen in Hunhead ;
cemetery. #After all it would be very nice to be with Gentle .
Jesus and those other children from all nations vhose pleture ;
was in Sunday School. Iy thoughts about the 'lone for little
children above the bright blue sky' were brought to a sudden

halt by my boing lifted from the stretcher and placed on a

long trolley which was quiekly vheeled into a long ward full

of children all lying quietly in their bads as the ulntry

afternoon sun spun aureoles around their heads.

This was the beginning of six exeiting vesks, pain there 1
was when the scorlet fever turned %o rheunatic fever, fear there
pas when an aireraid over S.3¢ london brougnht the nurses in to
sit on the childrens' beds, I sunpose nost of 2ll was the
wonderful feeling of importance when Mr, Denhzm the Clerpgyman
from Corpus Chrlsti came to see me in the niddle of the night
and told nme that if I was good I night soon go to see Gentle
Jesus and he left me a plcture of 'The Fiicht into Egypt'.

This The nurse pinned over ny bed ~hich I thought was rathsr
silly as I couldn®t nmove enough 1o see it, 4% least I had the
glorious feelling of authority as wiien I becane sonewhat hetter
I was able to tell the older children who crouded round my bed
the siory.behind the picture vhich I knew from my Sunday
School, '

Flnally there was that wonderful Spring day vhen I was
wheeled into the grounds and heard the ribald singing of the
other chlldren as they changed to an Army tunes

We want to go home
We want to go hone :
We don't want to have any medicine no more f
We don't want no nurses or sisters no more
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1 lay there thinking that perheps Dad would be home ageln or I
" mipght go with Mum to Wendover vhere he 'was stationed and seée the
asroplanes and balloons he had told me about, whatever the
outcome it was so lovely now to lle under the big tree and watch '
the shadows of the leaves making patterns on the blanket that 1
was ulterly content, . _ , ;
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'EZLICION, THE CFIATE OF THEE POOR',

Most of the children in the neishbourheood attended
Sundey School either at Corpus Christi the loe2l C. of E,
despite its name, or to A1I Szints Church in New Cross Roed,
A feu went to the Szlvation armv and were c2lled 'Sunbeams?,

bg mv Luntie Jo vee supsrintendent o the Sundsy School,

I wee the czptive offering everv Sundey norning to '“uch"“isf‘;
the fn glo Cetholic movenment wee quite strong in the area, an

agsin & L clock in the afterncon where we heard Tible stories

and mede mode?q of Hazareth' of the 'Road to Jericho! in send

trals. bs 1 lgved with my Crandme during the lsst tvo vesrs

of The vwrer 1t vee considered onlv & balenced reliclous educction
f

nt with her to her Weslevan Chepel for the eve ning
service, This T 1ilked hecause of the ronsing Moody o Sanvev

A

hyrme,  'Throw out the 1ife-line, romeore is sinlkinhg uodﬁy',

‘Count wvour bleseings, ses whet 808 has dome!, 'What & frisnd

we have in Jesus', And so on, thet dincy, d=rl hell, with

wooden forms, €rovded to the door end offering vicerious confory

to reo=le vhose clothing vwee glwzvs hlack heczuse vou didn't

Imow when it would he needed for =z “urer:zl #nd zlso it didnft

shov the firt, th”c ehildren rern sround Treraefoolt, forme of whow' o
if thev were lucky would te tsken for & weelr to the courntry b &
cheritable or~'rv9€t*oﬂ 2112 "The Country Helidzy Fond,)

?e?o?e vert dnto the Rovsl Flyvisg Corps he and
v Tother o "Byansorne! gt Corpus, Here T disrrroed
mrsel f *r mﬁ"h the ?eok af on oren pev durin- the
sermon £nf h “nq to *e carried screcmine ontalde, Lfter the
war v feilhar nevar wert into 2 church soflivn sveent Fop frmily
christeringe, marrierss and funerzls, ' ‘
The irntersive relisious kroinineg I vos catiine made § deep
ignreceion on me 2nd T loved every minuts of he:rine the Sospel
stories. Boch veer wes meriked off by the Church's celend:r znd
T vividly wepskber one Bocter-tide when & thicl Tondon pes-sourer
rolled over g% 2kout middev on Coopd Fridev, T stertled my Moller
Hv telling her that this wes 'the derlmese vhich encompessed the
errtht end it vould lest until 2.0 pp., Whether it 4id or not I
oan‘t rerenmber, I vent to church to join surtie Jo for the lrst
hour of the three hour service, just to be on the scfe side:

3
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COMMUNITY HEATTH

Come of my esrliest remories were hearing mv elders tolliing

asbout berezved Toamilies or families where SOMQOﬂe vee lkept 8
sunry room with the windows wide open heczuse they had
consumption, T lecrred very esrly that vou conld clwevs tell =

.
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consumptive b the two hright spots of colour in their cheel
thelr irritsble tempers, Fext door to us = widow 1ived in the
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vho would 1o t"TOd”h the mecebre perfornance of tr
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o”na“v perided outeide the wirdow! AL the end of
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most, CThe vee 2 herutifuvl voung woman vho was consio:

ook g
iy
LA
5

i8]

A

~

ok d‘ r.‘D
H
!

vheeled zhout hy her Mother or fiznce, Glagdvs lovw his
10?9 eningl Péﬂ“"eﬁﬁ nede of vicler, her dork hoir e sed
in two long plaits Iving over the bilenket wvhich covers4 her
end T hed eviderca of ber irritcobility a2s Bhe srep ot me

orne drv to stor storine =% her!

areneet The eohepl ot 20drew There vre olirsvs nameone vvhe
. : x - 4 - . O S
wes in the 1 and the tercher ~ive us

'r-c:"].-'\‘f“"" o~ ‘o !
I E . HN

(SR

o

oW

i
o O

‘XP“Q Toar

Ty

to The

whic h

Lo
the




and esked my name, T vas so nervous T hed to rapeat it three
times hefors she could understand the jumble of words which
spilled out, When finally the name had heen entered into a
book and cnto & chart the nurse suddenlv called 'PORTER' I
wag terrified st the shs rpness of her voice and could owlv
gnrly one mesning to the word 'Do‘r*te'h' INTOXICLTING DRINK!
T lay there quietly vowing that no drop aHoz]d nase my
lips vhen thev Yroucht’ %h?f vhich Grendme hed werned re
coinst and wes T not £ member of the 'V tronch of
the Womente ¢emper3nce Associatioﬁ! e T would die first of
scarlet fever like Florrie vhose nicture wre zlvevg on
Grendmats mentelchelf =nd whose grzve T had qecn in Nunhezd
cemetery, 4After 211 it wonld he very nice to be with Gentle
Jesus and those other child»en from 211 nations vhose nlecture
w&e in Sumdeyv School, My thourhte zhout the '"ome for little
-|'|d'r\r~‘r] Hf\V' t;e bk rrs"[t 1*_'[_&):3 c‘]_{w' Wwern 1’1710 th b= SU’quﬁ
a1t 'h-rr mr 'heﬁ‘ngf 11{‘**:'? fram the c‘t'ﬂntﬁ%a-ﬂ and 1« anH ov &
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2_-; tyoller vhich woe anickly vhesled irto o lang vird full
childrsn 11 Tvine z2ulietlv in theair vwede ze the vintrr
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.. One of mv exrliest memorles 1s of being l1iTted up from.
na paveuent outside Corpus Christi Church to wave to the

sehildren who verse going on a Hunday School outing to

Riddlesdovn, They were all seated on a wagonatte, the seats
facing outwards and horse drawn, This nust have been in 1915

and although I vent to Sunday School my Grandma with whom I

- synmpathy everyone felt for 'poor little Delgiun' which had been

- from that country vwere sottled in East Londan. .

lived thonght ne-too young to go on. such a long Journey.,

Just as the horses vere about to move off my Auntis 'Jot
who was the superintendent of the Sunday School reached dowm
and taking me from nmy Grandma's arms called out that she would
lsok after me and settled me on 8 geat beside her., Of the
journey 1 recember nothing but do recall the disgust I felt
wnen on arrival I was treated to a glass of milk instead of
sweets which the other children were buying for themselves in
the little dairy cum general store. I had always hated milk.

The whole exerciss nust have heen 2 strain on ov auntie _
Jo': patience as she vould have had to Lkeep vaiting for ne as I
eculdn't have joined in ths play of the other children in cass
I vas knocked over, oy legs 5till being very week from the nild
atvack of 1.Pe I had suffered two yvears nreviously. Because of
this sli:-ht disability I always wore high black buttoned up
boots summer and winter and continueg to wnitil I was elght or
nine,

The jowrney hone I do not renember so supgose I slent; only
thet Grendma was waiting for me vhen the veroneste arrived back
at Corpus Christi,

Shortly after this Auntle Jo who had no children thought

she vonld have me to stay for 3 veek-end in her flat which was .
begide the tram depot in Rew Cross Road. ‘How oft the plans of ;
rzice and men'! after tea and a wash I was taken to a large !
badroon and suddenly I realised that Grandma wasn't there. Even
the bar of chocolate under the plllow couldn't placate nme and
after mueh fruitless persuasion 1 h»d to be carried all the

2y back to Grandma screaming that 'I was my Grandma's Belsy
girl?!, She heard ne long before we turned into Hormshay Street.

The reference to a !'Belgy pirl! was brought about by the

overrun by the Germans. sorly in the war and a number of refugsss
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: One of mv esrliest menories is of being lifted up.froﬁ o
re navenznt oubeide Corpus Christi Church to -ave to the '

-

“ehiildren who were going on a itunduy Vchool outing to
Riddlesdovn. They vere all seated on a vagonette, the seats

racing outwards and horse drawn, This nust have been im 1915
‘and although I vent to Sunday School my Grandma with whom I

- lived thought me too young to go on such a long journey.

Just as the horses were about to move off my Auntie 'Jo!
who was the superintendent of the Sunday School reuached down
and taking me fron my Grandma's arps called out that she would
look afier me and settled me on a seat beslde her. Of the
journey I renember nothing but do recall the disgust I felt
wien on arrival I vgs treated to a glass of milk instead of
sweets which the other children were buying for themselves in
the 1little dsirv cum general store. I had alwavs hated nmilke

The whole exercise nust have been 2 strain on oy suntle
Jo'.: patience as she would have had to keep waiting for me as I
couldn't nhave Joined in the play of the other children in case
I vos lmocked over, my less still beinpg very veek fron the nmild
cttock of I.P. I had suffered two rours previously. DBecouse of
thig sli ht disability I alwvays wore high black buttoned up
giots suaer and winter and coniinued to until I was elght or

ne.

The journey hone I do not remember so suppgose I slent, only
that Grendma was waiting for me vhen the wsgoneite arrived back
at Corpus Christi.

Shortly after this Auntie Jo who had no children thought
she would have me to stay for a week-end in her flat which was
beside the tram depot in New Cross Road. ‘How oft the plans of

rice and nen' after tea and a wash I vas talzen to a large

Ledroom and suddenmly I realised that Grandma wsen't there., Evan

_“the bar of chocolate under the pillow couldn't placate me and
“after nmuch fruitless versuasion I h~d to bas carrlied all the

way back to Grandma screaming thet 'I was my Grandma's Belgy
girl', She heard me long before we turned into Hornshay Street.

The reference to a 'Belgy girl' was brought about by the

' sympathy everyone felt for 'poor littlis Delgium' which had been
overrun by the Germans early in the war and a number of refugees

from that country were settled in East london,




PsTERNAT. GRANDMOTHER

My fether czme from & family which hed theyr 211 lived
would have heen large even by the late 19th century standards.
My Grandmother wos the only child of & fairly well-off couple
vho ovwhed 2 laundry in Czmberwell, From her reminincences
her childhood wee sheltered and comfortsble., She wes educated
at home bv 2 governess vho tourht her needlevork and deportment,
T vould lister, frscinsted to her sccounts of her leccons vhen
to improve her posture she would stard with her grms over the
arms of & bhack-boerd which would hold her'Qhovldpvq hack while
she “eCluﬂd poems snd paccseges from the BiR2 The baokuboaro
seamed to he & wooden T shaped freone,

4t nineteen sghe ran awvey vwith a good-looking ezilor znd
after merrving him never sav her perente cgein elthouch she
lived within wvelliing diste e of her childhood hone.

I3 Grandfother rose To hecone & Coptein in the Reovel
hut OVm the sracrs Teccuge of ericecsive drintidne he W
Ce end £inclly dilad in the Serrmens!' Hosni
Crezonwich with delirium tremens,

During thelr mérriace ry Grondrerents were mot together for
very long “eTlOdﬂ becrnse of the c2ll of the Tsvy hui my
her bore Fourteen children of vhom only four survived
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beyond The cge of tvelve £nd most

Voo
sut *h 1
heve & sem8rcte ot hut to have
stranger, T% post heve heen on e
who were ungbie to =2fford the bur 81

Grazndnother vould Lelke me
e verious Tﬂf*Ta creves g

v the end of the 19th century ny Grendmother had resched

the botton of the road f?om her esrlv ders, Bhe would

“to“ gin me by the hour telline ne harroving storiss of “abies
who dieﬁ cf fever, smallnox Pite. =nd ore vho seemed to be her
favourite & colden-heired girl whise picture wie slweys on the
mavteleshelf, She wie verring stifr-Trinmed e=?~r hat ond
derk dress with & sgeilor collar, Florrie died ot the cze of
twelve from scerletl Tever,
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" nfernAL GRANDMOTHER

: By far the nost important influence in my childhood was
this Grandma, My father belng the last child of hsr largs
family and her only surviving son he was naturally the focal
polnt of her love untll my arrival vwhen she saw it 2s her
bounden duty to take on the task of rearing her son's child,

- Although my Mother resented this there were occasions when
she was grateful for Grandma's helping hend,

In 1916 Mother decided to gnaswer the call to work on
munitions and Grandma was then in loco-parenthis to me until
the end of the war, It was decldad that I should live with
Grandma although she had only one room, because Mother had
met Nina at the Arsenal who was looking for a place to live
having left her em?lcyment at the Royal Victoria Hotel
ﬁggﬁéngs to go on 'wer work!, So Nina moved in with ny

r,

. Most of my clothes were made by Grandma oh her old
Singer treadle-sewing machine, The material for garments
worn next to the skin was flammelette, then a liberty-bodlice
which was 1llke a corset of soft materialj this would
have been bought. A pair of drawvers made of white calico
and fastened with a button or drewstring at the walist ang
decorated with gathered lace at the knees constituted the
nether garments., BStockings were black vworsted, sometimes
hand initted and kept taut by elastic garters. Buring the
winter a flannelette petticoat was worn under the embroldered
calico one which was left on after May was out and clouts
could be cast. Winter frocks were nade of serge or gaberdine
for everyday wear and velvet or merino which was a filne
woollen material for Sunday best, As & protection for all
clothing & pinafore was worn and on this artlicle of clothing
Grandma would let her imsginatlon have rein, It was usually
made of white lawn or fine calico for aschool. The three inch
epaulettes would be decorated with a lace frill or ribben
insertion. Thase garnents were starched gidte stiffly and
the frills and gathers goffered, This last was dons with
goffering irons which resembled halr waving tongs. Every
day before going out to school a8 clean handkerchief would
be fastened to ths yoke of the pinafore with a tiny gold-
coloured safety-pin. Knee=high black buttoned boots were my
purgatory, As my legs Wers ¥Weak they were worn summer and
winter and every morning there was the agony of the stesl
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button-hook pinching my flesh, Summer dresses were always
rade of various coloured prints or gingham checks. Winter
rcoats came from Grandma's machine made of blanket cloth or
corduroy with knitted scarves for extra warmth and in the
summer & lighter coat was made from drill., The one item of
clothing which gavy Grandma most pleasure to make and me
least pleasure to wear was the best summer dresa, Made of
tussore silk or shantung the material was ideal for smocking
or silk embroiderg it al%o washed very well and lasted it
Seemed for every ¢ always came in the same buff colour and
1 was sallovw skinned and child though I was I lmew that this
bast dress did nothing for me.

According to 2ll friends and relations Grandma !spoilt
me's« Whether 1t was spoiling or not it was she who taught
me to read hefors I went to school and who gave me a love of
words. ©She would play games with the sounds of words and
thelr meanings so that long before I knew the meaning of the
wordl onomatopela 1 was avare of its significance, OGrandma
would read to me by the hour not only childrents stories
but pleces from 'Sunday Companion' which I am sure meant
nothing to me but I enjoyed listening to the words. She
would teach me simple poems and by the time Iwas seven and
could read quite fluently it was my delight to learn by hsart
some of the hymns in her Moody and Sankey hymn book.

Grandma must have been sizty four years old when I first
remember her, She was small of stature and always drassed
very neatly. The clothes she would have made herself except
for her best coat and skirt which would have come from
'Holdrons! or 'Jones & Higgins' in Rye Lans Peckham,
Alexandra, the Queen Mother was my Grandma's ideal in all
matters of dress and it would require a whole afterncon at
a speclal bpnnet shop in Bye Lane first of 811 Yo buy the
togque shape made of flne black straw then to choogse the
ribbon which tled under the chin. Should it be black sstin
or molre 8iik? Then finslly the sprag'of artificlal flowers
which pinned across the front of the bonnet. PBefore venturing
out in the new bonnet a vell was draswn tightly over the face
end tied in a bunch at the back, again there was always the
question shonld it be the fine plain net or the one with
small black dots, My Grandmals nose was aquiline and the
tightly drawn vell would make the bridge of her nose glesm
white from underneath,
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‘ The necessitg to walk practically everywhere was made
into a virtue by Grandma for scting on the advice of the
hospital doctor who had sald that my legs would regain thelr
strength with exercise , she would take me by tram to
Woolwich from vhere we would walk to Bostsll Woods where I

* first saw bluebells and primroses growing. Ancother excursion

would be by tram to Greenwich to walk along the river-{ront
then up to Greemwich Park and the Royal Observatory or on
to Blackheath. Once she took nme to the laritime Museun

where we were shewn relics of Nelson and a very beautiful

painted ceiling which impressed me greatly. Another treat
was to go again by iram to Eltham then wallk on to Avery Hill
to visit Captain North's Winter Gardens, this was a very small
version of Kew Gardens with troplcal houses and exotle plants.
Although a2 Londoner Orandma had a great love of the country
and to us both it was all there at Chislehurst. In her stylish
bonnat and long skirt, always carrying & rolled umbrella te
stoady her asgs she scoffed at the idea of a walking stlck we
must have presented a curious picture a pale child, obviously
frail, belng encouraged to clinmdb a tree with crles of 'Go on
fairy-girl, put your foot there, now pull, I'll catch you if
you slip'! As wa walked or sat on a bank to rest she would
point out the daidty moss or upturn a8 stone with the ferrule
of her umbrella to show me the life underneath.

Religion had always played a great part in Grandma's life
and although baptized and brought up in the Chureh of England
she became a Weslayan when she marrled, because as she
axplained to me it was best that husband and wife should row
in the same boat. My Grandfathor's drunkenness caused her ta
bacome a total abstainer and she bslonged to the British
Women's Temperance Association, She would take me to her
Wedneaday afternoon meetings which were held in a chureh hall
in Meeting House lane Peckham, Here at the age of four I was
errolled in the 'Y* branch and solemnly wore the €hite
Ribboners' badgse. Tha meebings boegan with the Singing of the
Temperance Hymn which went to the tune of f01d Black Joe! and
wvas aboubt twinirg the White Ribbon of Temperance and Psace
aroand the world., This was fellowsd by a talk on the evils
of drink given by a guest speaker then the meeting was glvew
over to the members who would display their talent at singingg
reciting or declaiming monologues by Bransby Willlams whose i3
the oply name 1 can remember although there must have been
others, Once 1 wgs specially dressed in a white dress with a
wide blue sash and my hair which was naturally ‘'straight as
a yard of pump water' to quote my Mother's description, was
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curled overnight into long ringlsts ready for ms to be lifted

- on Yo the platform to sing a song or it may have been a hymn

as 1t referred to the Gospel story of the storm on the sea of
Gaillles, Of this I remember the tune and the first verse
vhich set the scenst

tA 1ittle ship was on the sea
It was a prelty signt,

It sailéd along so mer?iéﬁ
And all was calm and bright!

The wvar was a great trial for Grandmas there was an
antl-alreraft gun on Millwall foothall grownd and after the
alr-railds started Grandma's nerves wvere literally shot to
vieces, The air-raid warning was given bg the firing of
marcons and ence I was taken from my bed to go to the local
school for shelter in the cellars, This was too much for
Grandma who would rather we both dled in our bed with quist
dignity than amongst a group of people who sat around singing
gawdy parodies of war songs and screamed hysterically at every

ang.

The incident which affocted me most during air-raids wag
the ocecaslon when a German gzeppelin wag brought down,. I
suppose it must have been the one at Billericay in Esssx

- although it all sesmed to he happening over the football

groimd. People rushed into the street dancing and cheering
and Auntle Aggle called vp to Grandma to bpring me down to sae
the speclacle. We went and stood looking up into thes sky at
the tiny black pleces of something falling from the glant
airship which wes ablaze from end to end., CGrandma took up a
position In front of the gate and shouted at the top of her
voice which she very seldom ralsedy 'Step it be quiet, there
are some Mothers® sons up thers, think of them'! This
silenced them for a while but graduallg the cheerlng broke
oub again though not quite so confidently.

Grandma's home was an upstalr front roomw in Auntie Aggle's
terraced house in Hornshay Street., The house was next bul one
to Kaln's the baker. This unfortunate man had his winddws-
broken and was forced to close for a whils at the veginning of
the war all because of his (erman name but when he reopensd
this had been changed to Cane, Auntle Aggle was Crandma's
¢ldest daughter and the only other surviving child, the two
women were constantly bickering and Grandma vho usually scemed
to win a battle of words, would stand on her landing singing
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$Count your many blessingx' to no-one in particular but as a
sign of her vicltory. Most of the trouble seemed %o arise from
the fact that Auntle A%gie was a member of Corpus Christiyg
Church which was 'High' and this conflicted with Grandmats
Wesleylisme '

Hornshay Street was short and differed from the
surrounding streets in that each pouse had a tiny front
garden with iron railings and a gate. A lilac or laburnun
would grow in most of these gardens and this gave ‘the little
strest a very peacaful ailr. During the winter this peace
would be shattered evary Saturday afternoon when Millwall was
playing at home. Crowds would stream down from 01d Kent Road
atation where the trams and buses would have disgorged ths
opposing team supporters and once inside the pround the
occaséonal roar would go up from the *Den' as goals vers
SCOT'G0c o '

~ From behind her lace curtains Grandma would sit and watch
the small world go by, enlivening many an afternoon for me by
deweribing it all as i sat at the table playing with plasticine
or painting, Her commentary would run like thist 'There goes
Mrs, Gould with her eldest girl Dorothy, the one who won the
scholarship last year and now foes to &, Olaves Grammgr School.
You will do that vhen you ere bigger! ‘'The rgin is heavier
now, it is dancing in the road like prancing horses'. 'Poor
Mrs, Perry has just gone by with Gladys. My, she must be
getting cold and wet lying in that spinal carriage. They say it
{s galloping sonsumption, ppor girl, but she must go out in the
air. OSad that she won't see twenty-onei that Bill Welch who is
courting hér must be very devoted always pushing her outt.
"'here goes that fornicating hypocrits Mrs. Quaife, she might
well wear that bright green coat and let everyone w she ls an
Irish Catholic!. To my Grandma 'Gatholics' or Paplsis were
anathema and as for the epithet 'fornlcating hypoerits? Lt
rolled off the tongus and I longed for the tine when I would
rind someons it fitted. Lufkily, because the meaning w as
obscure to me, I never did,

Early ih 1918 I was taken 111 with scarlet gever and
admitted to the South Bastern Fever Hospital. Grandma was
distracted, probably remembering her daughter Florrie whom I
sesenbled and who had died of the fever at the age of twelve.
The nurses at the hospital must have become tired of her
daily calls at the gate where she would leave & book or
draving paper and pencils and once & darge tin of ackd drops
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. which wese kept In a cupboard In the ward and shared with the
other children,

‘When the armistice came I was back at school and at
11~0 clock on the sleventh of November 1918 we were all
dismissed. lMothers wers already gethored at the gates
Grandaa amongst them and the children wers all takan,off
to celsbrate, We walked up to 014 Kent Road and then tp
New Croes Cate, here Grandma secemed umsurs of what she
was doing or which wgy to go, Finally we turned towards
New Cross Gate Station. Thers were people walking,
averywhere they were walking, talking, calling out %o
sach obhar-and waving the flags of the allied natlonse.
Grzndma Btop?ed at a little shop opposite 'Askals
Haberdashers' Girls’School' to buy me a tiny Union Jack
and thereafter I wasg constantly adjured ¢to "ave your flag
‘fairy girl'. That or her 1little ‘Belgy girl' worae her pet
namss for me. As we passed the school tha walls were topped
with schoolgirls wvaving their hockey sticks. Just as we -

: reached the "Marquiss of Granby' where the road divided we
met HMother and Nina walling home from the Arsenal,
gvidently everyone had just stopped work when eleven 0 clock
camne,

My first thought abont the ending of the war was that
I vould be going homs to HMum and aftor the poriosd of love
and care vith my Grandma whare every vish seemed to bs
pranted before it was articulated, I wvag apprehemsive,
Of course, I lmew that my Mothoer loved me &nd that my father
vihon I adored would be there, it seemed Yo my childicsh,
selfish rmind that they would be wrapped up in sach other
and I felt insocurc and unsure of the future.




\_do not Know whether e Fype of %oad.
we_ ate . in.ow home was Z vspal i the -
_test of. the nelahbourhoced as | de notr
 Yemember  the chiloren ever mm(ns _aboot
food and as there weve ne scheol meals
_the subjest never arcse. o
Ane weerld menu . for my Pam'ticj bt’ouah!’
Ve Yhe same dishes with monerormovs
requl avity  Mom wae nol a good cook
excepl Por  her sponge sanmdoieh when
_Q%a{‘j we haol  every SLmdmj as svrely
ag nignt followseol oday.

for Yreakfast each mormin ™M father
wouvld have a streaky rasbher with fed eqq,
Mo, and | had bfea and Maypole
maf'%ar’ir\e wiH~  Robertseons Gofcsj@f\ Shyed
marmalade. 0 Svndau | wouvld have

Fne l.cﬂ'ep‘j _rfr\gl om Dads bacon and
o prece of _fried bread . “There were no
sueh thinge as breakfasr cereals aodl

Mo covldnt mMake Fbomf‘tdrae_ iy a!waﬂs
came ovt grey and lumlo.(j o o
Suvngdlary  dinney.. was always a roast of
‘beef, lamb o¢ pork but the lafter only
When theve was .anm ‘R’ 1o Fhe. montrh~ .
e jont  wevld have. been bovght late
on. f?al,'uv.ola(j avanlr\% Cae b weold be o

edpe/ . the bulehers. nor Wwanting to




:K:?-&p dhe mso.\' ovav‘ \'he Lueefk end. R:afﬁ' Pof'c:\\’oe.g
and Veg@i‘qbl@& iy G:-e.asm comp\atEd e Pt
except of covrse Mum's batter pudding. with
beel Amia lasr was_the .u._omnj part of .
5L7nc:la\j Shiner ____er\:\‘oae,d aftey Wt rad been
drenched 1N ﬂrav:j’ T
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Ane ' afters ' was vsvall stewed thubarb ,
%oos;ebew'\ ez of plums  with thin custacd ™
the oLmmer. _and slfewed prones o aned

_apf{cm"s_ W Phe winiey . 1 hated rhobarb
ond prenes Por Dad lked them so we
had them.

ar tea-ime the man wovld have been
(oumal with his wheelbartrow c_alh'mg ool
Shrlmps winkles and warevafc—zqeesl“
Mum woold\ make a waterciess sand woicks
for me and rhen she and Dad wobld
er down fo e seriovs busness of
dealing witin their winkles vsing a Pin
fo olis-»cjor%e. Fhe  innavrds’  Winter Sundays
brovghr the 'muffin-man, he carrled This
muffing and  erumpets on a boeard
balanced o his head and covered with
o aleen clobtn, He rvanag. a \arge hand-bell
| Yo Tanmneounce hie presence .

 For Svopel O Svndatj Mom . and Tad
| _would  have.a meal sandwich after
1 had gene. to bed. . o
IVIonc’lm_j dmner ‘was . _aolal maai' Qnd
k. Wh:mﬂﬂwas 'I‘he_.




___\(eagé-\’ab\es left over Fromn .:_Sur\dcx
Avesdau the remainder. of the {O\n\’ was minced
P for 9h@phefo\s ‘9\8 R
ednesday was oheak. and thnenj ple c:(qpudolma
1 always hoped iF wovld be pudding becaose
MUms \OQ&\"Y. woas ke  cavdboard on Top and
cjooe  undeneabnh  bovr a pua\cﬁmg ahe
could” make  and having tied the tep of the
basin with a piece of whte cah it codd
Stenmnel for  hovrs  and  onl wmprove  whereqs
Yhe came covld nobr mappen with paosfry,
IF we did ner have pudd](\ o {,U&dne,salq%
Yhen on Thorsda Here wovld be bacon
arad onion prdadin or baked rabbit. | dont
Krow uxgh T™Me vabbits a‘wavj‘s had to be
‘Osrend (ohether H"e"ﬁj were befter or cheapel
Hran o other, .
Fidau Fthe meal had Yo be quick and eaenj
50 thar Mom could Qo "Aown Me Rlive’
in the ofterncon . “The O\u&ck’eeﬂ’ meal was
savsaoe and mash  and this | 8:\1{03@0\
The B? was the nearest markel place- and
was 50 named becovse there was o poblic
hovse called the 'Glue CGnchor. . /(he, afals
were. all sel pp n . Sovkhwark fork R4
.| Batvrda o\i\'\r\r—;f | alwaus 6{\‘\0 ed | lwver and
| bacon “with mashed ?a\‘oc:s and uaﬂj dark
. Dad poouvld .. 5omahmes ‘have o
ot bloaYer. for e  tea. buk’ there
,Satutq\q}js;. whieh war’e feally
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_{gpecial. . Mom and | wovld oo o o sheop o
the Old Kent Rd; to._bpy fish and ehws er
_hawhg taken o basn with vs get some
ea,va\o%a or. Fqcagors and.pqu,g pudd'\ncj

tov svpper .. l was alwauns alowed o eﬁ'cuj v
one. hovr later on Saturday, my vsual
bed-hime . wae seven codloek . |
o Duwh% the '14-18 war of covrse
food was scarce and expensive , Grandma with
whom | lived at s time  would ij an eaq
for m‘j tea sometimes _bur never ocne Yor herself
as ‘rhe cost eixpence each so v was a hreat
IOK}'HCJ’\ ! dicnt o,oio;/ea{al’e as she wovld only
l“ﬁthj botl Hhe eqq otherwigse t+ would be
___fnole'ges!‘ibl.e so | had fingeve of bread dipped
ro the uotk whilal Grandma ake Hhe white,

| OIO('\‘T‘ remenmnmbery evey ha_v'fr\ca "C’,Ou_:»fi-, m\\'\Kh e

my tea exceplr 1 some other pag»pla.% hovsas
we. qfwaljé had lnned mik called 'Goal band
it was condensed and verd sweel,

e mik was delivered Y the streets ,btﬁ a

mam Puehir\% a. [a\f(jg, hand-barvow wih a
,F&Aﬁe,,milk-churr\_ o iF Prom whieh he
ispensed the ,Vequir’eol amouvnt 1Yo the
woemens jbgs , the wovld be walting at

_their doors hqunﬁ heard Hee wo{\\\'rxg call
o Meeike ™ “The bawow was hung abool
with metal measvres . a .;.3'111_.,___ha\§'_-p\h\', pinYele
Latey. o~ _a hotee _drawn . cavt came which
~Couv\d . carrﬁmore.mﬂk we—ﬂh]l.j bad . Fr‘esh
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millk on,.‘.,.ﬁ.,und,a;‘.j ~when__Mothed _would need it
for her . gpPonge . and the cuvstard. . ... ..
a Ffishmonaer came _Yound every week o
all _his _wel-Figh olispia ed om_his band-barrow
bl theve wae o ._P('sh-_s._op N the OW Kenl R4

| Sometimee a special barvow came o ovr .

| streer the man wowvld be. caling "Qle alve Ool
and 5ll}fhev{m% ovev Hie ,Tv’atjs and _inte  buckels
of watey harnaing on the sides weve the Eels'
| was so FhankfSl Hhat nearhey Moo oc Dad
liked Fhese creatures

, ) -~ Fish was very cheap a this Fme
Fresh hevrings and Bleaters a penny each
and fried fish and chips a really coheap
meal al _"_Po,ur;aenr\ Ptéaﬁ ofF skate and
"wo-f?&t’\f\ov}'h’ anol Yhat was the Yop end

ov couldl gar cod of rtock szalmen For
twopence o¢ Yhweepence.




Ahe  Sanaford  Estare .

1r\ i’ha e,aufﬁ be?ora Fre Y'wsr loorlol wau ou\al
’oubl;c_, hRoveing schemes, homes Sor Hhe woﬂ&iﬁg
__.clae:e 1IN Lomdos~ weve bUt\t‘ b\j..._urbam Nland owner
lovge companies . Some wete in the form of

~lorge blocks of Hale as in trhe case of

Quiness Trust Buldings  others wefe small estates
_of Pve or six houndred houvses.

The Sandford Estale was gitvated barweer\ the
Grand, . Surrey Ccmo.\ and Old Kernr Ra; boond on
Fwo other sides LjCar\harbor R ano\ wooduavdas
the Millwall ?oolfbo.\ round was also enreved
b5 ga}’ee wn the south esasr comer ofF e estare
Hovees weve boillk v sy Ql’ueab arfan (30{ 3« 3
Pashiom i Phie  area . Beemd novse consweled of
caroumo\ aro Qu/s! Floor  eaci~ | Floov balr\a
Wenbtical COMPI"! =g . Plont Yoom bedvoom,
kitchen and 5cut!er’<j-’ one outeide w.c .

Most of these houvses were occopied bfj‘h")o
famiies the one \{u{m% o the arouvnd Blooy
,be_{mj the fenant arnd hawr\g te  extra  luxory
of a Copper bera bolr in o the corney of He
scuile.r:j‘ e re.ei::an_s\b\hi’ti oF Yne teny. Plom Yhe
peopie, U‘Ofﬂ‘cnw‘% " wae olse. thews. flent was

collecled. ——bfj e acae-r\\’.s Cor Hﬁe Sardford

estales. and evers towy - the name. of
_,_W!f Sfo\'c:@buﬁj the.. et colleckor. sounds. ~z>mmous.
/!an ' ?u’sl’ rer\\" ] feme.mbe«" ben’\% c\ue\’@:i MRS
Ubhen ) as . ses Ne .hcao\ he




vpetaiv_flat of 66 Upcor o fenant’ was. .
a v Preciovs _whe. wih iz wife and. two .
childven . Marie ond Freddie  occopied the . ..
grovnd: Floor.. . “The vent For our 'foomsu?j’czf\ sh'x\\%\r\as
Lo week, al decovahion necessary  was carmed oot
-baj,_._!-,ha,,,esi’al'g% oaents . . u

On Yhes A_fe\c?huel% small esfate Hheve were

Hvee ,cjvoc.evs shops | one 9raer\_%\foe-e\f’ . oMne baxer
one rewspapey [sweetshop ,. 0ne baes and. one

vblic hovse “re Sandford Qrms. Lfe was very

,atu(el’ and self- contaned | aiveel .._pla..j was. sofe  for
Fhe chidren os deliverg vans were hand or horse -
drawn  the  fasrest pevson be,{r\% the t’eleczfaph boy
on his bieycle. Even onrl | left the area = 19%0

hovdly  onuore owned o cor ‘rhough aome. had rnen
relarionse  who vieted n style.




