ow

. / M N/fb—vdx =i ﬁ |

Vs oo oo 15 Gl 165 ot |




/&MN Mﬂéﬂﬂmmnﬁ/ _

%t«gé

M &/M W»ﬁ/u

At M@z,\, MM_%/\_

& Hatpal,
JW Mw Véwf&ﬁtmb &

JW/%MLM»/ LSoteonattle duntt that B

4 W C any
WEV YL/ VN ‘—-A%—'J%% SpLu . Ao
/é}yy, J Lure W/éow»mu

ﬁw *“—MMM/?;M ;_,,__

/&%quﬂ/%m -5

J/M

W/@/ﬂu M—»Lxrtw i

M mmﬁg/@ém N uns thote

%ﬂ/tw«vwoa ﬂM@LSM

e Rt

WMQMMQ

&MAWMM/&M_




|ty ondone Aok Modtot ment Affun ) Wt
_ Nowesr, S fo doy feot: and fsel] unc
MK rgefe.
| oppeitc Ao fots e Exbibiihnet )
. WW&% Al 'f/ﬂcw-u A




s W%%W _

E¥ /RSN L. st A0 1 Giid il Bl e (Wlben

: B AR fwink b ot Ae 29 WA
1/1%\/6 /gug&i_._ w2 L/t ;csg'f:«/‘ﬂ)(_
Contind

Jenthally Knumori £dtht Cochao Shorvte.
T b Contiwe ity Mt Shrrle dascs
| Ml Apectle, offfoocts etk Lande cte

_} . o Attt (ol el Arucordy) oL




|t oA\ o Bl B
| Aot R0 Aoys. %AMAM el At
| I Bedne WL fopm. J Hoys >

= /Kvys Wmlhéﬁ_;go PV Y ¥ 7 < :
RV iy vy e s fu

- _:M_- mfﬁ&gj . Zz H . — _‘—_ R
_ ;W\x/ , . o Ao, PR




AL th i & Comidate il g Rashn |
| J
|




4
"’“‘f’fo% G ok ety | A

P Lol pine sl N .

Mg pn Atk Ol m ¢le

| Wwddﬁﬁm,m“'

AP







P eying that 1, WNakee 47y 40 ‘

. Seen~ L /’i-éMmt;

Mt Ghun T Floam WAk gl 3p b

Aratoirt puit M _brusd, A elthis oty

] Vi 5 )
g' 45&""" ‘ﬁ}@/ ;f"'/l/f.“/ww\, P {,{A/(E/ e A A My
Mt L Jore Mpna 2 o al 1l gan: pud Aol

‘ 'r'Lfy‘ - 4 > " 4
N W*;fw& Masf t mwlr ot

A rwulc, QJ“ ledn earhoschast ed - G, ,m-(/wég
g pj N 2 A%ontiin T, ’ e
W : (A os ’Zx( 4 ;&étrk& A i“:/z . )

Aoy Wehe Llos [(htintnnl Arogy

M ehs, Aahk 7 te Iyt W ) Ao fen oy



 oostiety Cotcntonly fom dlist e || ierl by o2t ooty bt

| : A MM&‘/MA)\ byl '%L
e %_M@M%« £oys g 7 - j

N TS

Moo roke K edbih Aphts Alhonerpmse”

T e
ax N € ,—Mﬁiﬁb—.{ MMML
Radd, Mondenad th Koy poll oo




e it tose o dih) pok a Ukl W | amart el Albae flan Aoy
; ; % wifl | honee Selvt g anctheh hg fpresntens

L darvents 2g0, Fldinrt pod PNl

] 4444,@33%4 __MA\!_




= M

M‘ RNy e = -
M{M
A ‘M sz

dluaen b. It Wat_nmt

A ]

A
ALl
/ﬁ/ oAL Sy o
/ -

Aecomd Anir




. ‘L'%Méf/ﬁ&!/( fLMM _/L/(f!,ﬁ_@_lbf
A U wa&va

Ak WW
MA AAAAZE |

| man ol %xz/ﬁu/é &L,m 54@7&

MEMLM @zu, MWM”

4@@, Cafatte o s 7“ YA

,Mw&u%m Anh oA ey

4 Dernd @At a3
. Mw %,ﬂwo(f Lol afy

/J,w\mw,;(c e %M/WW_W
AtV /M/'_«/é‘ &L‘j;m"“"/!" s




—Planpng Moraer el Bl il !

Ao e fh N Chrl® — 1b Gapne

T %&Mnjﬂé’}w Aol

frd M Az A,

ML M&T&'_W WMMM |

fovtas My AL ) s tine gbings A

Yo ome grhos(hir (AMonsdale) ghons |

Mnelph

W a_qIM) z : %

!.,d a ".. f

AN

el : ,

s Spdisiiie AAHLH

$ way b 4 9@;/& Colrv

N i ok _MM_%—;&@- L A
Aczﬁ*g_nh-dl.& Z 2 :

“TL

1




e &%M/M% &%@

R z@ o Aot o

_A;MJ._’gm L/ﬁw /l.@mu_.’ i
ROwwi MM&MHM__‘

M Caninnn, /OQALMM
Al A MMI@ R Aoy -
ahrents @LM_M%

| ‘%7@%&«« M«z@u A

'MWAMB&&-@ ol

%mem% e

ANl medinn W/ﬂu%m’)/du

J%(%M W %/L‘*{k Cohos .

MMMW

| M A franl pope ke kM Ao

MWW"P S pee Augl 7

/& Jnrrlace & WM



—— |

| Aons, el s rguate Covers ) drvmes de

s Ou o Y Sty Aot hras

 Couh s @ﬂéa}u)/twwﬁ WA
e ,(—ﬁa, Lo ends g vha Mﬁ@

liknsn Mgt Kol Mocgssht, pe the

| ovtlifp g Aettly) s Mhoan Mhe onde prmid

MM&M%&M

ot Lot Mrpolah |
oIy phe Al ek, Mk ofhcdy tf, |

Aoet fi aot Lol Katon

ARG . M«-;(’:/@J\Mi

thonb 2 (5 |- Loveut . MWM

N lih  ou gt Lal. ’tv/l;b o gl ]




b .W/zo@m@x.mﬁ_ fovmdily

| o C//L@mmaf&w /i(f‘;:*/""\j
AT Wapf. (G of My Chnts

| alpie gk Cnthie “Manu gl - o) <o
‘—Aﬁ"“,‘.) Nangyd for fiuﬁ—@ Concer Mone




Mwuﬁ/éﬂ( MMWWH}//&CX
o R




| Mnea Ne FAALL Mon. Stihppo o ot
Bhotni?  Mashaiha, Lot to0ru Getiats

e M e ola, gehally dasnn
. ¥ | Curhor Sphoote acTil fun Aty e
Y o e ke g ot O RO | faih gt il fr Mo ofry fritn, |

ol Ve Utk (fog Lwnk 1 L | i b M bad, Lotk Prtetes, ang |

L wa L Al b, AL au./#‘-ﬁ‘z Hudteis,, oy | /@NL/PW K= Mﬁmﬁ?’j At Mzﬁng

\ / (/ = . | . =
| fp gulih ek, £ ey e | .
:‘ % it I y%’?’; M L 1 {_/{0'){__‘ ) [7 . i e o /_;‘/"')—Y.l /_{J:.uu\_‘i {/r’/i\_,‘#\_@ M /FA'W—VQ‘?@‘: 7 4““ _

T



o dridhy for—n omis b fo Juod @

! : el m—ﬂuj Eatblednelt

%Wlﬁ, Lo hosed, Atk pras’

o samnii s Loy (ot NoAk “Wpr P pod

oA //W_M Cra it Wk etoit.

Mmﬁ ot prrs bia MwM




T e
y jd‘f%w Lt £ Lon8AlfafAr




o W&w\,é Lotls
AMM o

i i, s drsnr ®, . Ik Sferg
e Aoy Dk Cecane premid AL o
_ | M/MMM&M
1 @ LW&AL& qu/b: Lt b,
/uM/{M ﬂwﬂm&/&MMW
M%Mﬁ%\
AK,W/,M w/ﬂ)lmm
ovhed pple MM/K—%%‘L‘L
WMMJM W/f'
wm/éﬁwm W@Af
pv~ihe
o, MMW@/]L,LA aﬂvﬂq M"ﬂmﬂi
| @ | Sdwlc - fi Lo Slorte o Shond
X ,db-l\fe//ﬁ'ﬂ/\_/ G et eAfds Ay
B pNorn e hime, murs mthe
fadds A Amwﬂm
jMﬁng‘W W/WHKM
/&7&1/9«» MMFWLM

=




Mt Gukty Appta m/é.,éw
, , L | W*ZM‘M_&W%__ . WS -
YOR® | et A A gl M|

I -

AR SRSV DY N






















W—ML/'M - %__;; T S P o e



L~ 6

/fw é\-{%ﬂ&fék% Guo 9@-»0;\ ;

u{/gﬂ:h Beonth g Jmd A |

frorchnme doetid untd P20 fiojis |

6% T o theA m—%@






















e M St W e ledis Guath
:)_ | ~2rfeeatly m{% iaﬂ;w‘/i’
Uk on 0Kt Auhiny ol youl £










wt & ek,
L Fenwwns Lok deef. fog put Cadnon
Usdis sk baoofetn lat ¥ o |
Srvordhm k. at - N2l AWy

w Ggre. Yo Aag







/f‘/u?/_ P M wﬂ%f#f&p/ Q@L_M,_

ek Mt Aaigeplih wr—ddoadh A ga L

Aol ol Al b T trd WWW




_Wf\-" AA___M,_M Qﬂ/ﬁ\ftﬂﬁ}- &




Aeses o (rilingha fte K Ao

Moyl Aoy tht e,

Ry ,/4)/.%.» W./Uﬁ %,Q{:ﬁ

7T
7

L)

a_

£l

(o Apyetmien_ pros Heton Sudl,

) 4

TES/)V S /'Q,nu‘/f,.«{‘,j-_. o hane und
et i A tiiin g o i
\m//b\rwb/v/rmw

lars [, Attt 4
mewﬁgfu
IR,
S ReAm o

_%Mgﬁﬁw IFIS, ¢

NN IWPI/A D e ooV LMM
——M@M‘h’\f










T g ek B T ot e i
Neck, _LMM TW A A foridid




Ul/g-.\»ﬁ'\@ Py o W‘nﬁ.w

MWMM
/IJ:&&LQ[&L@L Q@:&LA&«A )
L/lf—v-e/" H—Mw&/(: 1 e

wﬁw Shactargg )

o 1S Quanath, 11l s "t

_Aﬁ-_;h,(_(kmq MMN QM

Mww Alm—/,(f/ Od 2

.}«W&«MW Mx/%\/wm

i /bb/{am HeAptzd m:cécwﬁw—ff

/Mw muy/ unm Arealt Wﬂq




) = 02 < B @ MAgbth , [Gul gttt AZ, i .




Aoihhs ﬁm wweswmkf%

dr MM{M/{‘(W% _d

//W /""M 1431, mtet, (0l

W HMMMA C/jfle‘. as

/\nut(/w ot e P e i e &g

Lonideon it Loctlanss Jé,wﬁ/ At

M@Aﬂ) IGBQW M /

Wb Aoty Nwa Fopne o e

164 Aondih At Mgyt Fts. G

%MWW&UM

d“% /ﬁ% /H_mg_/w EA—TFA_




44\4)’""2 ﬂ_-«ﬁr_ r7’4




L

St pn tht foralEh .. W/LMM i

ﬁWMJm A sse, g i |

p—— ay 19

WWM o 4M VAN .

; “W;ma




Ltsslier S lhe bus s aopocs Mt S

o ) i oy . ik



Mo sulr Ml Serwingt —npoeh dgacs

: m, WLW

fs ol ATE—, Sl gy

T Vis =298 /uu( : pr——— NG 6

s Kedme, ML Atpsret o Chatuns”

i SRS i | 1
A hm/é.—-»./\lb(y

V

CrnAt— Hrfkal, a Makel, g43 - wad

"4

2./ M

e M, ok veals dgo .

[
I

St hr e, g A Min v 4l Mk

W S WY

: 4 %t{m

M @M ok xl ey w uds M

et fpseribed. eardch. -
In 1458 on 157 Ectier . munid

| b> atan e, Actorcl fPlud ab—stos thsan

_Q/Vw[g;z{



- - = ] o
X . |
| ;o
- - \ ] L
> > » o R _ . — v = - . "
; | . \ ¥ : — UL { , — R A i N
| At 4B AL - , = — . o - e ——
)
i s =
. i :

.

-
ul 1
I

oiadrn | _mprag & futiive oo B Piihote Mi nat @ftiite So prddy amk
omeAe £250 gk Ml Wi fpad €« e ' | i
e EX_ £ duponif on A dtafly B
TP TE  ETY
I Menre epen than v b WIS S Lo
AL st mﬁhféw | .




?MWWW—&W A 2 g B

MWM Mwm -'

l:A/hJL/U,,/{) WM;“MJW
| e pofs  SulpwllA.

M i foada g g e
| NS Audat i

}\«/Cu,.

‘ﬁa—im&/ak(:yau/j: (L _

My, | &M\/ w Jéﬁz_/au:z; .17

ﬂ/z{!mf Mvmdg/ﬂvlm/@a

/ff\MM//ﬁ'\l

AV ,w%/m MJAL

offects on {
it Moy A cxihihed p kil m 1

wngm/ A M_L%m/,_lud_gé

,M)u,./n1 I

\Lu, A1F3S5 4 £ tMbr

L D AQ/WM 2 QKM

MMMM et (gt

Mw&/k/ﬁ:%f%w

Mbma%

%M%M%M

-'_-__ W W_W Borolondis s 194



: ek

2 Q@ﬂv_lq;*?/’ MT/W_

sy o Mt forctis of

L R W Y o 2y A







M~ g An Cphle,
M%«S’Jf@g o Mgy Cng,

| & Ancawn /ﬂm l&u.léﬁ/"fﬁ 1 1&4&4

Lt & /M,/ﬁwtw A thi ety |

P Aot M
o b St A, o e
BAY: M«Q’M_W et M5 Shore My

y









t




Gort bicke owe mrtlesndy

7 A
WA,

L |
'7--- )

i
|

N @M Sl ‘M_v/“”’\‘w—""b—‘g e
‘a .



-'../’1 -
j,‘h}A?{A '
ot fis
WWW"“‘“
j !i - ML
g U ‘
ik
/‘ﬂ; ‘7







et e ad (etondo WA prat
Opuiinh_Fom I Aihey 20 rpiss,

I : Wﬂwﬂ/a/&m&—o'ﬂ
. i, s Pocak b WAL il k laf
et MO | g 00 Terandh foo far afeils . N
L A = /{I\—WM 4 g ag.

el MMUM& W s tofpprtion _, >







_;M@w “Warrn g, Al fras .
. MM%@& Aeeatl
) ] /w’&wl«ui ¢ Au—d\,b/ﬁ/—um PAer ST

| Cllronfrt A A /MM s
_{4/(4/\’- o;jf/ajzu Rl fah vhadcd

Lae M Jlanc //,.admo.,t(f—m WAL

| ; 3 e oo Arana it /ﬁﬁx P WM
| bAmn b hn efpprt Evin Wﬂ—/@’d = Aonn Sflanr patang S Wwvu A4t
A A /nwom M Sn B | 4, /WW BB il /Wmm

( T R YR ‘ver \Atezgthol /wm_%/%
- | %& %%E u/w A A /:Ig/m Co-leavetbia Apsbed jn_ofb A

2 M b L W/m»/um R NN Hfa’b/ %@&MM}&’V‘
%m uugmm M | R4
i mwafww /GJW éu/mpu (rm

s ,W%a»/&tw Ebrmne g4 _t -; WM@ M@J&@;M_Sﬁ&m



L e Biiton Mol g0
Ak Mty ScanUhL atret A0l

e

s




-

5 \
1
VUAAAL

N T
—tht M/W r{zfuﬁt L

%QWWL«/L?JLQ s oy MW

Gl bial hofaiimn b ole pngih thi

Gl Eommanddl %f/fm “Baot







Mw%

W/M/ﬂu/{ M,g.ﬁu_

WWW t}m c7ff/\}

S e g ubid

Mww/ﬁ% J'VV(JV"# ‘—

.5 WMM%’W =

Rl o M Mé@,f !




T AT T T

=

‘l | -




PEERTOT N WY

T e o A

Salort

_m)w ; Mm@& /M,/M R P
S | /

Y Me Ar Ornsid.

B bt I il

ot A A~

hs Ship Kad Nt

A fu:},__







B L i i i 7k e s gl
-~ Al ol b M K g e inee Atser gt

| A & W by P o A APinge

|




- ,lw-{r jxﬁc /{ﬁww A/H«/‘ ey Ae,c//lv M

_>&m%meM%m%m@QMmM¢WX
A petirats WM/WM%
- /(»wm rr/(@*wmq,é,,/ﬁm //%MA Ahix

G}N M/.vt %M& d,M &A/}MMW

&MMW Wnﬁ@x,
o Lot Kengis w!ﬁ%&aﬁ’{ahﬁﬁéﬁ
1 /umWMAMS%ANu@wwmuM;_

éﬂwm4 Mbﬂwy%@w,4mM%

%M&MMW AW@M@, '

_ ,-7//w~ Lx\l\/w Mwﬁm/&}{pm%_

—"{M—OM M&M et s

! MWW&/—: A Catr Bonid ée/:ru\/m

chefowr das, N Mt gl prcati we

i ;ﬁ:wz/m M?-WMM—

L_

Wr{/ wﬂ;,_ﬁau

~ 1_; ;ZLM /ﬁqﬁ /éw/m jﬁ@%w




WWWM,{M
Mma prrotesscin, I%Wm-em
...... @’W/KJAAIM
;PMMAMM\QSW 1951 Do . gt
Loy Ao by Stting lopnle ob—tht JAE A
L it Bt fonant At i A JAYK 2 g fihecs
L | o, /MAM M #LZM_Z/QW
Mt p5 b L relipmed b le Roloratt
:.‘_ Aali afth A Mitlot N ld iy 3o ollagpocn
S @M’Mwwh /M&M‘W@; oy ahrad, L oams an
B i e Fiibis €t i) b
/{\14' @MS MA_/WM/#K»-/QM hawe. 0w pla

%MMAM@M
s MMMMWMWMQM

pvenh fi (0t ot po-cobe-eods phdes \J ok

WMMM AAA e A
MINALyd A5—tbticn Miro fnoud, A/ﬂm/(».m




/Mm@\ e AMMM
M‘M mmw

48 @&{L% /WN

13 /lwé/ﬁ/hb b P fhcniat _&M

'_d&..w/{flnq AL Apear Nt k—/vw-’tfp At
it MWWWM& (/M,«ﬁm M}umm

MW/WWW/MM
WM AMJL WW%\

. /W/f.?/du Mﬂwﬁwwd%_
MLM oL MWNM

MWW -
______ 9’0‘“‘“’% W\ZW
Wﬁw%ﬂm M'é:&,
- W&%W\?WMM




M/hﬁx_&u
%/ﬂgcw etih, AL evth fosent A’«M

Chunsitao

;cﬂnkdlg WS Uy M ani wbr-nrm-—ﬁ Lﬁgw

/év%ubm Q47 M/%AM& me
A et M@HM Mu

_A@M// M__MQLH

MM&:&M“—«WW% .A
%meMﬁéwme

Y =N O MLy Mj;é— :

L S5 apas,

_‘W Mo Satupuanr gwh SUq b AL POdiay

vy O / MYM&
AMMM L put —me ploray G
_,ﬁ,@m}p ,WM%M@M

_*_,,ﬁM /k/t.uw Lo additonn /b lix

L anhapmira, WWW"L’%A“— A




mem/@ww W22, Qemfly HEE ‘ MWAWA@%—WMW e

g, oy st @_MMM athe ofbgp Aot , L4 ths Brr0e
»C/G,MM P tha %Ww ae | MMMW#@@_
‘ - AN - Lw Qe [ Shaanl , mem W@&&MM bs
3 ‘W.MW 1o W IG?S),
.lk(/éﬁ\ﬁa« M,&r&f 96‘3@
3 e /aﬁu Sl &MM,MM b Ay Cahh M
Mﬂ\)&_g

W_&S‘ TR »LGJQ.QFMMLW

b mqpery SCpunt AN o T, ke A

. /ééu Lw 7 :l _ | il MTW/W

J%W M&//M !MM am&;t-f 9 "_ g,{...u% ey . Lhth_voehs st




MM&@(E«A %/{7&1/(‘,1 Ct,,,pg,a(,vw// ]
;“/M/MMMM

] M \/W MW s tho &{;«uvfu—,r
’“\ WM !4'17/\ L < au »iu Ei/wb/n—/

MLM/WMWMA byt
;

MM?M
KMM«L% VWM(WMaW'

_ AMegs. %«L Akl o Rudifon 012 fuathioas
By O TV

Iy fhg Aot snpert foganihe,

T

| _,f,,_,nr.h A 44»—,),,.47&,‘_...@ %«:WW %&Q;.A e
-/tﬁa/wfuus WMMW M/ﬁ /uum,{z |

| leeptad A MMA_M& WQMJ b ;m% Nthdon. poretosd..
M A wﬁm Y pde, At . - ahrund /fﬁm/é\/ g
__ﬂ&vk@w M@%MM Caflcaguaet, .._,( At m %M Wt S e k d
._ Ad Ay WW% . B o A 24 M#&Am
%@ MW 1::‘“: A B '/ A P M_ﬂjﬁ -va
gt

i ot Atayed. sl vwm

SPIAA

[




Nana_destince g8 @m

st gt s 2 ol 23

__7%1,4,—“(@ M 5'\—&/

et 93 4 ofoks At
A _'Q—_/&‘-nih’b&, Averide. _d.ﬂ L &

L U-,—

oy it iy

A %é‘(ge_dmwé _I




b (gun Aset MEAr —wenst/o—ud) o , s

.

L Sfeewn MA%M_%%-( Sunb wak glupat ’ . g
A s v - Aes il Kk Sl At R




MW_W _puhpeler Apads A
L bt ab ke e tie, Y dgfdincr fow feve

| ! %&m@mﬂ%fﬂ%ﬂ K @%thﬂ, )
] L | n 2l __,.44*% (7. MW%LQ%A—

R . .
s i s futidan. fia SAhormiiod ls it




- % Zﬁ, JM L

WW

": y atpha A s Wﬂ“ ~




,M&ﬁ_r.i \




MY .
5% ,

Lo g gpith Amn e ph Aprn MM Min W B | bk ke thiwe Mo dude pobors Mt by ia Quttin.. o
/j«fo Wgwwm : MMA&MW@@&MA_

. LMAMM MW%MM ot My gfadis
Ml gl Gudighb il M hadons aon e Aotz 0000 B . 4 .

D Mot Lt and At Al gl Mot o S s v g i
L Mok vk et feass - MAMMJ%N_ e Ry

b 3%»‘,!‘4‘%:%/#« AL MW ea¥at : - e ;__)._ﬁ___ 4




”'-:of;Southwark workhouse. My "parents" were members o

H'=:.,the workhouse to a large Poor Law School.

“*ffbﬁfﬁAutbbid'ra-h-uof an ex—-Workhouse and
Es

Tew Schoolboy" by E. Baing, .

o Trwas borm on 1st April, 1895, at 6 Saint Margaretts Court,
. Southwark, London. The birth was registered on 6th April, 1895

<. in the Sub-District of Saint Saviour in the County of Londén, ..
Neither my name nor baptismal name were recorded:inithe = g
appropriate columns numbered 2 and 10 of the certificate, a CcCopy
of which I did not obtain from the General Register Office at o
somerset House, London, W.C.2., until I was obliged to do so %
after passing a Civil Service examination five to six years
after the end of the First World War, 1914-18.

In all other respects the certificate is in order, and
shows my father's name as E.T. Balne and the mother as
D.C. Balne, formerly Reeves.

Two years before I reached the age of 65 — when I would
then be paid a national insurance pension - I wrote to Somerset:
House and explained that my identity was not fully established by.
the information recorded on the birth certificate. This action ==
was taken because I could foresee that when the time came for-me -
to apply for a national insurance pension it would be difficult ..
to prove beyond any reasonable doubt that my name was indeed o
Edward Balne. SR

In the reply I received from Somerset House I was advised - o
that if T was unable to trace a record of the baptism the . - o0
difficulty could be overcome by making a statutory declaraction .
to a Justice of the Peace or to a magistrate, ete., to the effect
that although the birth was registered in the surname Balne only . -

I have always used and been known by the name Edward Balne, .o

This was done (in the presence of a Justice of the Peace) and .
accordingly a national insurance pension was awarded me at-the .
age of 65, it

Although I have quoted the particulars of my birth.as. =
recorded on the birth certificate, this does not mean that I. = . =
have any recollection of ever having seen either my father or:.. -
mother or in fact any other children which may have resulted = i
from my parents' union, and throughout the whole of my life -~ - =
I have never known a single personal relative. The only - kind ‘I. = =
have been loosely linked with are those acquired by ‘the ‘accident = -
of ‘marriage. BN R R

~ My memory can reach back to the autumn of 1896 when T was == .=
about eighteen months old. At that time I was & tiny inmate
: f the staff, =
- and so far  as I can recall I was treated with a deal of kindness i .
and petted by all the women who were responsible for my welfare,

_ ;~.As I learnt later, I must have been two and a“haif??ééréfQIQT E
- &nd able to toddle around on my own when I was transferred from .. -




Incidentally, during the closing years of the

century, when the poor were literally the outcasts and
ariahs of the then richest and most powerful nation in the
world, schools of this kind (the Poor Law type) were not
only few in number but pretty grim establishments. Freguent
—administrations of the cane and the birch were the rule and
- not (repeat) not the exception.

S 1t was therefore with some surprise and delight that’

- a few years after my entry I was told by one of my mentors
~that the "cuckoo" school- (this is not its official name)

- was one of the best if not the most comprehengive of its kind
in all respects throughout Great Britain., And T was able to
fully endorse this assessment when I was about six to seven
years old.

However, I go too fast and will now describe the schooltls
situation, its size and its assets.

The school wasg situated at the top end of Church Road,
Hanwell, Middlesex, W.7. And by the time "Cuckoo HillM
(opposite the gates of the establishment) was reached one had
had to encounter a very steep climb indeed. But the effort
was worth while, because Just a few steps farther on one
entered one of the many lovely leafy lanes of Greenford with
a vista of the wide open countryside spread out before one
like some magic and gaily decorated carpet.

A few yards inside the entrance to the school was a
porter's lodge where one always had to report either upon
entry or departure. Having reported, one had now to walk along
a spacioug drive to another porter's lodge. This was not far
from the Superintendent's office and private residence. The
second official also recorded one's name and the time and date
of entry. '

It is here worth mentioning that the drive along which
an incomer had to traverse to reach the inner precincts of the
main building was about 200 yards in length. And during the
walk one was treated to a wonderful view of spacious playing
fields, country lanes, extensive farm lands, which included a
wide variety of fruit trees, a well-kept cricket ground and a
football pitch; +the School Band practice room and a sleepy
old-time country railway halt called Cagtle Bar Park which
ran alongside and parallel with the school grounds, and all the
acreage within sight (except the railway track) belonged to
and was within the school's boundaries. This may provide a
. rough idea of the great size of thisg "academy" and the land
-and farming and sporting facilities that went with it. And
this was only part (although perhaps the largest area) of the
school's dominions. '



his point it would be as well to furnish the title
1 to the school by the Board of Guardians. It was:
Central London District School, Hanwell, Middlesex, W.7.
t was generally known as the "Cuckoo School'.

' To continue with the school!s assets: on the other side

of the "estate" and directly opposite the farm lands, etc.,

- heretofore mentioned and to the main building (the latter was

" situated approximately in the centre of the whole property)

were additional playing fields, the "Educational" school;

a spacious swimming bath, a hosgpital and a large house in which

a steward and hig family lived. This house was enclosed in & large
and lovely garden.

The main building, which, as already mentioned, was the
centrepiece, was the place where the boys and girls were housed,
fed and bedded.

There were two separate living areas: one for the boys
(about 200 to 250) and another for the girls (approximately
a similar number - 200 to 250). There was, in addition, a
third segregated part where the tiny tots were housed.

Ages of the boys and girls ranged from six to 14 and 15:
the tots from 3 to 5 or 6.

Approximately 50% of the boys were housed in one block known ..
as "A"™ block and the other half in Block "B".

There were four dormitories in each block and each dormitory
held about %0 boys. Ten slept on each side of the dorm and
another ten along the centre of the room. The boys who occupied
the beds in the middle were called "wet beds".

There was a closed-in cubicle at one end where the nurse
in charge of the dormitory slept. This cubicle was in the form
of a bed-sitting room which was comfortably furnished.

At the ends of each dormitory there were two huge fire-places
and a closed-in lavatory at one end. Immediately outside the
nurse's cubicle and in front of the fire-place was a very
comfortable armchair, a foot-stool, a work-chair and a large
table with drawers used by the nurse in charge as a desk.

There was an offshoot to each block which was used as &
workshop by the nurses. Most of the bedding, blankets and sheets,
etc., were kept in this workshop. Repairs to sheets and blankets
and all kinds of needlework to boys! clothes, etc., were done in
there.



> one end of each corridor attached to the dormitories
ash-place. The boys were obliged to clean their teeth
h themselves first thing each morning and at 7 p.m. each
o simply constructed. There was

_ water sprinklers on each side of the rail. Upon the wall on
~-.each side were built in a similar number of racks. These
“ were used for storing each boy's toothbrush, soap and towel.

When wanted, the Sprinklers were turned on by one main tap
which allowed 30 boys to wash themselves morning and evening.
At the end of thig chore, the head nurse inspected each boy in
order to ensure that the face and neck cleansing and the teeth
had been done properily.

Outside Blocks "A" and "B" was a large yard. Along two
sides of it there were: the Yard Master's office, a large
communal bathroom, and all kinds of artisang:! workshops,
carpenters, cobblers, metal, etec. etc. Leading off from the
"Yard" one entered a glgantic dining room whers both boys and
girls "dined". 4And almost directly opposite the dining room
were steep circular iron steps which led up to the school
church - a surprisingly fine building.

Down below were the Superintendent's office and residence
and one or two other offices for clerical staff. A Portert's lodge
was nearby.

Going out into the "Yargm again there were +the communcal
outside lavatories and a huge dayroom where the boys rested,
wrote or played games. There was also an undercover archway
where the boys could sit and talk as well as play when it rained.

were two steep flights of steps leading from the "yvard". At
were situated as well as additional and extensive playing fields.
The "drive" could also be seen from the top of these steps.

So far, I have made no comment about the girls who were

housed and educated at this Poor Law school, and the reason is
that throughout the wholg of the twelve years I was = pupil T

However, I will set down the daily brogramme so far ag it
affected the boys.




'rom the "yard" a boy bugler sounded the reveille

50 am. This was the signal for the boys to get up.
then proceeded to make their own beds. The parquet
rg:would then be beeswaxed, the window sills, etc.,

ted and the lavatories oleaned By the time these

ores were done, the nurses would be up and about. But
before they did get themselves ready, a Sergeant and two
“boy corporals were responsible for ensuring that the initial
' jobs had been completed.

The boys would then be assembled and taken out into the
corridor and the washhouse. Having carried out their morning
ablutions under the watchful eyes of the nurses, they would
then be taken into the yard. Every bit of paper and all
rubbish left over from the previous day's activities had to
be picked up and placed in a dustbin, and this was done under
the supervision of the '"non-commigsioned officers". Afterwards,
shoes that were not too clean and somewhat grubby had to be
cleaned in the shoeshop.

At 7.30 a.m. the school bugler would "sound off" for
breakfast. The boys were "fell in" by the Yard Master (an
ex-naval man in my time) in eight companies - approximately
30 boys to each company and then marched off to the dining
room.

A1l the boys and girls as well ag the nurses, to supervise,
and the Yard Master, were obliged to attend this and the other
two meal ceremonies of the day.

Before the ravenous boys and girls could start on their
meagre breakfast, the Yard Master who was the master of
ceremonies and the boss of the show called everybody to
attention to say grace.

The children's breakfast consisted of one bread roll, one
pat of margarine and a mug of cocoa. An interesting situation
would arise if, say, one or two ol the company of 30 boys at the
mess tTable were absent because of illnegs. This meant that two
rolls and two pats of margarine and two mugs of cocoa were left
without the owners, and when it is remembered that a small
bread roll and an egually tiny pat of margarine can be swallowed
by a very hungry youngster in five seconds flat, it is not
difficult to visgualise in imagination the bulging eyes of 28
boys who are hoping and fervently praying that the nurse who
is supervising the modest meal will not take the "extras" back
to the kitchen. At "my" mess table, a list of the names of the
boys in alphabetical order was kept for the purpose of dealing
out extra rolls. This was a fair method, and ensured that each
boy received an extra bread roll when his turn came.



After breakfast and following certain daily

uncements made by the master 6f ceremonies (Yard

ster); the boys were marched from the dining room out

into the yard. The time would be about 8 a.m. to 8.15 a.m.
“which left 30 to 45 minutes for the boys to use the lavatorieg
‘and to brush their clothes, etc., before being mustered again
‘and taken to the school classrooms.

School started at approximately 8.45 a.m. The first
session lasted until noon with a ten minutes break at 11 a.m.,
and the second session from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m.

The subjects taught were the usual ones for that period:
reading and writing (which embraced English generally),
arithmetic, geography, geomeiry and history.

The boys were also taught (unusual during the early
part of the 20th century) to speak clearly and distinctly
and to sound the aitches. A few of the teachers were strict and,
precise about these aitches and woe betide the boy who made =2
persistent habit in dropping them. This form of discipline
could well be applied today, especially in English schools,
with a good deal of profit.,

There were eight classes in schools for the poor, and
they progressed consecutively from class one to class seven
and to the ex-seventh for the eighth and top class for boys
of 14 and 15.

Some of us reached the ex-seventh as early as twelve
which was as far as a highly intelligent boy could reach,
unless (as I was) the pupil was fortunate enough to be called
to work in the Headmaster's office. I learnt broadly speaking)
far more in this office during my last two and a half years
at the school than ever I did in the classrooms. I was taught
algebra, graphs, map reading, Euclid, and something about the
political set-up in Britain. And the Headmaster (A.M. Gill)
taught me to play chess. Mr. Gill also checked and mildly
scolded me every time I fell short of the high speaking
standards he had set not only for me personally but for all
the pupils under his authority from S.45 a.m. to 5 p.m. or
4.30 p.m. every day.

Apart from the Headmaster (Mr. Gill) there were three
other teachers whose names I still remember with affection.
They are: Mr. Mapp, who wag also responsible for the school
cricket team, Mr. Wadsworth - "Daddy" Wadsworth the boys
called him because of his years and fatherly air (Daddy was
a first class teacher) - and a Mr. Gould. Mr. Gould's extra
duties were training the boy footballers and administering the
school team.



The education the boys received at thig Poor Law
school wasg sound and prepared a boy for a fair start in
life. The three R's were properly dinned in to the minds
of all as well as the great and vital importance the teachers
placed upon them as being the solid basis from which all
education and knowledge springs.

Some of the balderdash taught today makes it
absolutely obvious that 1972 teaching techniques fall
far, far short of the standards set by the old masters
of seventy and more years ago. And in my view, this is
the principal reason why a very large percentage of young
people are almost completely illiterate when they leave
school and another large percentage semi-illiterate. And
what makes this paucity in teaching standards so disastrous
is the fact that, unlike 70 to 80 years ago, millions and
billions of pounds are being spent and literally being
thrown down the: drains because of fancy and utterly
incompetent modern teaching methods.

And unfortunately the same troubles arise in our
universities. Generally speaking, the enormous numbers
who are "educated" at these establishments finish the
course far less fitted for highly responsible jobs in
comparison with the graduates of yesteryear.

The exceptions are, of course, the comparatively
small percentage of brilliant students who would be equally
outstanding in whatever generation they were born, who
eventually rise to the top in whatever profession they may
choose or in whatever branch of industry they decide to join.

Another valuable and important subject taught at
"Cuckoo" was music. As mentioned in the foregoing, there
was a band-room situated at one end of the playing fields
nearest to the cricket ground. The bandmaster was an
ex~army band sergeant and himself a brilliant all-round
musician. )

All the boys chosen for eventual entry to the school
band were given an excellent training. The bandmaster's
first job was to teach the boys to "read" music, and as the
trainees were among the most intelligent in the school the
pupils were quick to learn - speedier in this regard because
most of them were fanatical lovers of music, as I was.

Then the lads were asked the type of ingtrument they
would wish to play - whether brass or woodwind, and then on
to the actual instrument. It was not always possible to
meet every boy's wish and some were "advised" to opt for a
second choice.



A week was allowed for each boy to practise
diligently in the "blowing" techniques both for brass and
woodwind, and after that period each lad would be given
simple scales and simple pieces +to negotiate on his own
but with the personal tuition and agvice from the bandmaster.

It is surprising how Speedily and efficiently young
boys who are ultra keen and eager to learn will progress,
especially when the master to advise ang guide them is not
only an expert teacher but has the added qualities of
kindness and understanding.

Within a few weeks from the starting point, simple
pileces of music were handed out to the boys. And this is
where they first begin to operate, not as individuals but
as a band. Somehow or other they come through this initial
ordeal, not perhaps worth flying colours, but nevertheless
not without some degree of success. When the last notes
have been sounded, both the bandmaster and his pupils could
be forgiven for a feeling of justifiable pride and achievement.

From that point, the band proceed from strength to
strength while still learning in the process. Within three
to six months the band is fully capable of playing at school
fetes and concerts and on other special occasions both
inside and outside the school.

This is a rough idea of how bands were started and
trained to competency within my young lifetime at "Cuckoo,
and I might add that this o0ld school turned out hundreds of
brilliant army musicians as well as bandmasters during the
years of this "academy's" existence which I believe came to
a sad end in the 1930's,

I myself was a trumpet player and moderately competent.

On the sporting front there were cricket, football,
hockey, gymnastics, and athletics.

As this is an autobiography, may I say that I was
good at all sports and a star

The cricket ground and its surrounds would not have
disgraced a minor county club. In some respects I consider
that it was even better.

The school team Jjoined a league playing throughout
each season about eight other schools - 16 games in all -
playing each school both at home ang away. "Cuckoo" finished
each season invariably as champions or runners up. Some of
our opponents were situated as far away as Ashford and
Mitcham.
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The school's trainer and manager (Mr. Mapp, one of
+he schoolteachers) always took the team on these outings
when we were playing away from home.

We used to practise in the nets under the tutelage of
Mr. Mapp during two evenings of each week — sometimes on
three evenings before a particularly important match.

T was chosen to join the school team at eleven years
of age.

During my school cricket career I scored many fifties
and reached the nineties several times, but never succeeded
in reaching the magic "ton" (one hundred). Being the
principal trundler as well, I took many hundreds of wickets
and rarely failed to top both batting and bowling averages.

The number of bats and balls and cricket pads I obtained
in prizes at the end of each cricket season were left with
my old nurse when my schooldays ended in 1909 at the age of
1l years and nearly 5 months.

T also left behind many books earned as prizes for school
work and trumpet playing.

There were two "fete!" days each year. One was held in
January and the other in July. Both were the occasions for the
Head of the school (the Superintendent) to present prizes for
school efficiency in music and sport. In the winter the
jollifications took place in the school dining room and the
band had.a major part to undertake in the proceedings. On
these auspicious occasions one apple, one orange and a bag of
nuts as well as a sixpence were presented to each boy and girl
throughout the school.

The day finished up with a "gtill" picture show. There
were also dancing, recitations, a band performance, and several
speeches made by the V.I.Ps of the school.

The summer fete was held in the playing fields. There
were roundabouts, swings, a nfair" and schoolboy actor
performers as well as a comic cricket match between the
school team and officials. Prizes also were awarded on this
day for sports and athletics. The summer "do" was certainly
the most enjoyable of the two annual fetes. And on these
occasions both boys and girls were allowed to mix if they so
wished.
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In regard to cricket, I wrote earlier about an
noffshoot" or workshop to both school blocks "A" and "B".
Well, during the summer holidays when the cricket master
was away on holiday (he lived, incidentally, outside the
school) the boys played cricket in the large school yard.
A normal leather cricket ball was considered by the Yard
Master to be too hard and therefore dangerous to onlookers
if the ball was hit in their direction with any degree of
force. So we had to think of a way to produce a ball which
would be just as firm (if not quite so hard) as a leather
ball, and which would "bounce" Jjust as freely.

A few of us put our heads together and devised a scheme for
"making" a rag ball. And you must take it from me, my dear
reader, that a rag ball, if properly and competently made, is
a first clags substitute for the regulation leather ball and
almost nearly as lethal.

And this is where the workrooms came in useful.

There was guite a fair quantity of cotton cloth material
left over from repair jobs and one or two of the kinder nurses
would give away some of this spare cloth to boys who wanted
the stuff to meke not one but several balls.

The idea ig to tear some of the material into thin
strips. These would be made into a rough round ball, When
that initial operation had been done, "covers" (square covers)
would be cut out from the spare linen. These covers (one at =
time) would be fitted over the ball. Two ends of the cover
would be drawn tightly together over the ball of strips (they,
the ends, would overlap a 1ittle) and: then the ends would be
sewn together. _The same process would be gone through with
the other two ends. Then there would be a few side pieces of
the cover to be neatly "tucked in": these would also be
sewn and joined tightly (tightly is the operative word)
together. This would be only the first cover, but already
the ball was firm and fairly hard.

Tt was the general policy to sew on about six to twelve
covers. Twelve covers.would bring the ball to the size of a
regulation leather cricket ball. By the time the work had been
finished, the "synthetic™" ball was virtually as hard as the
original. In fact, if the cloth from which the ball had been
"manufactured" had been coloured a darkish red-brown instead of
dead white, few of the boys not in the know would have known
the difference, and a hit on any part of the leg made by one of
these ballg when bowled by a fast bowler would not only bruise
but sometimes cut the 1imb and bring the blood gushing forth.

And another great advantage attached to these home-made
"pills™ was that they could be used just as effectively on turf.
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In these modern days of 1972 rag balls would be a godsend e
in certain circumstances in view of the enormous price of the
real thing.

Continuing with the subject of cricket (still, at 78,
wy favourite game) the Hanwell Town Cricket Club used the
school cricket ground to play some of their fixtures. (Our
Mr. Mapp was the Captain of the Hanwell team).

And Mr. Mapp (one of the schoolteachers and Cricket
Manager, as I said before) arranged for two of the senior
boys to score regularly for the men's. team). During my last
two years as a "Cuckooean" I was one of the honoured scorers.
It was an interesting adjunct to my young cricketing life.

We not only did the Job at Hanwell's own ground but Jjourneyed
with the team (under the authority and protection of Mr. Mapp)
to all their opponents'! grounds - and one or two of these
were situated in North and S.W. London.

This Jjob meant that many pennies went into our pockets
from the collection made on our behalf from both teams at the
end of each game, and of course we enjoyed a slap-up tea as
well. And now and again,if you please, would be the possibility
of one of us being chosen to take the place of a team member:
who had failed to arrive at the ground.

These undoubtedly were very enjoyable outings.

But when I was fourteen, it was when scoring for the
Hanwell team one Saturday afternoon at an away game that 1
first became conscious of my lowly status in society. And
being a highly sensitive lad, I was never to forget the
incident (which I will not describe here) which occurred that
afternoon. The shock of the realization that I was considered
to be a member of the lowest form of humen creation was an
experience from which I have never fully recovered. It
affected the nerves and my whole outlook upon life. It
affected my confidence and personality and it left a feeling
of a deep and profound inferiority complex which generally has
overshadowed everything I have tried to accomplish over the
years.
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I regret that I. shall have to dl *f r_a moment to
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the rest ‘of the session. Sometlmes W

”_pectacle,~I
oge my:. eyes for S
: “would have to -

) utt_rga sound and
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and kindly men and could have bir
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