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A _WATURE DIARY OF 1895

S

Wnilet furning out u denk, I chanced upon an old 3
4p9tepook belonging to my father, a suall black-povered
wbﬁqk} some five inohes by three,‘of cheap ahﬁérhenﬁ papen,
his name-wpitten inaside the cover, in a Tine hold hand...

ViW. 18,  BAXKER
li4 ROPYRY &T.,
BOW COMMON LANE,
| 1, . =
The notes, vepy olaarly wrlthen in black tak, are walply ' i - _"

Gﬂ apcheol#fieal and theologioal inteprsst, fop although

.mainly gﬂlfaﬁaught, he was a scholapr at hoeaprb. ‘ngpﬁ are

ﬁuotati@nq fpomn Seneca and Fuller, and thep, half-way tpfpggh,_'
"gome thirby pages of naturg notes, covering the whole yeaﬁ )
of 1895,

My father was Ghe eldest of a family of aix, hia
Patker being a Coreman al the London dooks, althoﬁgh he
had senved an apppgntioeuhip an & oabinetQmakgp. 4ﬂ far
ag I know, the fantly's rootg went far back 1ﬁfo Eﬁﬂt“

- Londons: My‘fathep‘was employcd as a clerk by g_;i;@

of mea£ impprters of 8l thrleld, whose wharf ving at e

3lackfriara; where he spent wuch of hie time, In hisg

rﬁqregtiongl time, he was closely connected vil th S.Luké;g:i??;
Ohufch, Stepney, and was a voluntary worker at Dr Barnﬁaofgf{
quﬁg, Hg magried late in life, and I wae his only ohild,
bppn 1n 1913. | lllwhealth‘fopced him to & premature
retirement, and he dled In 1927 at the early age of 56.

He was twantﬁwfoﬁr yeapras of age when he wrote bhese notes.



1895
The wmonthe of January and Pebruary were noted for thé
“Yery geverg cqQld of the weather, west of the uahev»pipes
in London being frozen, In Jangany remarkable storm "

Yook plaqa, %ﬁ‘yai}ing, rainlng, aad bloving, wigh thundep

and 1;ahtninég'1ﬁvﬁat numbers of gulla cape up the piver, .

Bmall ones, gpey; with brown«tippeg wings, The giuer vasg
full pf‘gga sglthut a peprson was éble to orosg it A

Lpﬁdon Bﬁldge. All this continued until the beginning orf
Marah, wnen tha sulls left,

The gul;g were fed by many beople who took great aulighb in
Zﬁatﬁhiueﬂﬁheiﬁigraoaful.flighb} They often alixhtqd Qp t&ej
watep, buﬁ did noty appear 4o swlm, but mepely floatad. In
rlight bhey did not seem to move tleir winga at all. Pulls
of wind pqming undsr fthe Bridpge (Bluckfriaps) sgemed Lo
gpeatlyfpgt them out as they turned over aseveral ﬁimeg.

Théy §eemﬁﬁ té me o take advantagg of the wind ygpg ok
whileiiugflight;and thiag knowledge whioh is ﬁo QQghQJﬁhei
reﬂalt of experience will be an apgument ngainst the f1ying
machan, b

Hovi, the beginﬁing of Mapoh, 1t has pet in fine, the waathen
being very.warim, in the gun quite hot. Tast night (10th) an‘$‘
eclipse of the Moon BDOK rlace, but I did not see iﬁ. My o
water toptoise pas_begun again to be lively, walking sboud
the house, The canary hag alao'jugt again begun to sing,
The oat has boen giok, bpinging up vorms, long thread-like
thingﬂ;‘ﬁha ygg dosed with castor 0il,

ﬂgggﬂTiggh; festerday, the 116h, waa very fine and bright
and toddy appeara to be the sawe. Saw one wull on the riven

Eyidently, Sﬁfingyhas compenced and the bilrds have left, or

?ape.g@qyina_ga.




Sunday, Weroh 17,

Pine but misbhy qﬁy. Weny in worning to Vietoria Park. Tulipa it

Jugt coming ouwd, ducks ewimilng, sparrows flylng apout.

in en aviary noticed Indian Pheagant with two prgwﬂ*“@%@#¢d

i

Fasih oL a0

. [N B I
hans, & great contrast to the handsone ﬁcarlet? gold and

1qég quqkled brown tailed cook. MHodiced alap ring-doves,

fahtails and p blackbird.

In the other seotion of park, deep are kebt, gloo goatg,.,

one a halry-faced mountain goat, A Palm house in the sang:

segtion, with India-rubbver pdnnta, Horfollk Ialand Pines,

gnd, many varleties of plantg,.

Mar.23:

wa e

The lagt twg duys the weather has been quite bright and. fine. .

The sparrows are noy heginning in the morning to ¢hirp in ,

the irees at the bagk. The tortoise has quite god gver‘ﬁis

1
N

winter gleep, and now walka about gquite lively.

Margh 27
YWeather now dull -and raining. Yiprds quied, toptoise has -

however bgen pgvher lively latelyy Ilighta lately h?vﬁjhﬁén'

father ohilly, but plenbty of stars out, and plegsund for

toeper i H

walking., HNow the gu;la'have entirely 10f§}the fiVer; :-¥JEQ§:‘

Hotking Just® now of uny inmbptunoe to ahroniq}q.

April 12%h. Ygod Friday

A nleoe pleasant warm day; Yor the firat time I notiqgé that 0

the buds on the trees sre budding into leaf. The birds secm

now seftled in thelr partigular trees. Up to nov the‘tortq}ﬁq_*

has not yet gaten anything, neither has the cgnary begun to

aing. Churoh this‘morning vuap well attended,

April th . v

Weather still keeping fine..every promise o a fine Magter,

,M‘a& 6 !{'}11- . . n: : .

The weather is now very aunpy and bright, Xast night (Sundqy)qii(

1t was light up 111 8,30 p,ine The weather is chilly at nighﬁﬁ

but the sky 1g usually olear, the atars and moon belng vepy:

bright. %he trees have now put on their green laaves, but the




lf oalk at fhe bottom of the yaprd ubpuaprs to be huuvkwapd,

Bay Tth.
L Weuther today vepy warp snd fine, Thig worning Isavw a
o plece of 1ight white maberinl, etthenr fhistledown op a
o $.uPé€g¢.9§'ﬂoo;.f}?ating high in tho sir, Two gparrows at

onog flew at 1_1_4, buffeting each other with their wings,
" “but poon flew aﬁay rrom it without touching it, Anothep
,'ﬂParrow flew up but did not atieupt Lo touch the substance,
.. The long interval between the present entry and the last
ghows the ghoat diffioulty of keeping & diary of latupal
History in London, There ave so Tew things §o notioe :f'g,

that there peema only the weather fo keep aocount of. étil}
B . . ’ e o {é:,"@ ;_‘;-'i‘
it 1s wowthy of potice that u swall water jortoise thg@_iaf i’

RS,

I hag given me has died, but the Lfirst one 1g still dodng

nell, |

Xeéteraay (Bunday) we had a tremendous shoger of hail,

asgompanied by thupnder and raln, This is wuch needed, as . |
'3}n thig distfiot ve have had our waler on saqh day ?oﬁjépiy;f”

%wo hours. Todany it promises fine. The trees look nqw
‘ffﬁach better fdr the rain. {

Puring this month, I went on my annual hollday to Patgfield,

i

“Phe house 1 went hto ls gltusted doyn a valley suproundq@ibyf

.'Q,hills. On the hill oppoatte the house wild mint grows 1&” o
' gbgndance fogather with olover, heather, long. grass, butteraups,

&o, Ye gaw one day a agquirrel, he oliwbed rapidly up the

.Qpee bérking as ne went., I caught one night several gragg-
popparBE'Bqu were brownlsh, some reddish, gomg greell, I ;

l;O?ﬁEht a fgpg, byt it escaped during the nigny.  On wy
retsrﬁ’homé‘i let the érﬂashoppera loose in ﬁhe ga rden, T

but I fancy they all died,



he weather on the whole has been hot. Thunderstorms
have ocourred,being very frierve., yreut demuuge belng doue“

and persong being killed in the country.

Sep b, 10%h,
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In'the yarden this morning the trees are tarning brown, - i

Noticed a large pgarden splder, MWeather wurm, vather olope.

o
(O i

RE .Lagt Batupday (Bept, 8th) went to Indlan Mxhibltion, HotiQQQ';

i

large anékaa, smgll al’ igators, mucawg, wynahs, blue?raqsq“'_ng

‘mandrills, and very fine llons. llephants and ogmg}g.loakedr'

© well, alspo gil@ll zebus. Pigna monkey and gnll may@pggtg}f

looked well, . Awriocus fredk of nature, a six—leggéd aqQu

u;-?ﬁ;@ﬁ?”@gﬂ_Tne Ly superfloous leys hunyg just updeyp thg'tg}l‘d

V.Tb._ey apd dravn up, The animal looks 1n good gondifiony. -, +.
‘Alﬁp (atyffed)} a gupll two-headed and &ix-legged anlf, A
aspeaimen of Indian sacred monkey is there algo. -

, Hgpt, 30

. The-wegther here has been very hot- average aboul 509, Q@yegg

. theless the leaves on the trees are turning broyp gnd falling

,Dfast.. The spayrows are verg numerous in the pagk, wﬁibﬁlgqg
i_‘tpe whole Jooks very fine, The fortyise hasg disuppeared,
i;JZBnd I have no idea where i hus gone. \

© Qotober Bth. o

On Batarday the Tifth, in the evening the wost ouripua

inptdgnt I have ever heard of oocurred. {4 appealra that
o a oé%, presumably from the cemetery, got into the house
. at pbout 7 in the evening, and went Into th8 pParlodp. On
aom% of‘gheqfqnuly golng after 1%, 1% fopk a leap u£= the
_night ?99@ lovent window, making a4 hole aboud five irn'oches
acroga;iapd “atarring" the pane of glaés over the 1uwéﬁt
palf,

On Sunday the tortoise turned up alive, ang I thime: welle



9g. 208

The weather la now getting extremoly cold and Togyy at’

. *nigkt, The roads in the morning are sovered with vihl e
ggfﬁﬁﬁgﬁggﬁ%vﬂo are'g%sg thﬁ‘ropeg gf the murkut'qurts VI
The leaves are fust diguppearing ofl® the treeu,'uuﬂ‘aquﬂéely

any gpaprows arg now to be seon I hear that gully haye wade -
thelr @pﬁeupanqa.qn the river but I huve not yel geen op

T ! .

L

noticed sny wyaclly

¥

oy, Gth. H S

The weather jugt Latoly has been very bad, wet und dyll, e

plage also-very puddy. last night a severe atorum of wind

ang raln oame on, put this morning to very fine and mild.

} adt T Ty,
S MY e FERRN

* gay myxaglr, for the fipat time, a ﬁumbep or ﬁﬁllﬁ‘dnlﬁgé?=:
river at‘élﬂgkfriars. I take it that the weathef Bging @5 ’
baq‘?ﬂﬁ‘d?i§en then inland.’ The aeaveu havg-npy,g§Q§.§ff o
the treea, byt the ghrysanthemums at the shows ﬁnd 1& the.'.
gardens peem very gaod, C

Hov,. IZ;BJL.
pR AT ‘ '

Ngarly everpy déy"gon'the last veek has been very wed,: but

1

lagt Saturday on Lord Mayor's Day 14 was fine apd warm. : G%ila :
: ok bl

-1"$ﬁii1)ayq on. the pivér;'bgt there seems nohhing:éléb'%ﬁpﬁpgégﬁégk

10 ehronigle, ' o

1t 1s worthy of note jo meke a few rewarka abouf tha”ﬂgﬁﬁ?ﬁl

Pigeons, At the Ougtom Howno in lower Thames Otreet, at
the Stock Exclhange and at the British Museum, théae birda
?hqund,‘ﬁame of them belng varﬁ fine birds, - Those al the
,Q§§P§Qr§}¢gge fad b% ﬁepple who po to the Churchyard. There
arg Bma}l flookg gt Cannon 8t, Statlon and at Ludgute Hill ,

N :
gtation, In’the Paprks are to be found wood-pigeons.

Dag o_‘gl}go
[ . PR ;
During the latter part of Nov, the weather was very ved A

‘and bad, qausing aseveral people to be 111. I went ons

Bupday morning to the Viotoria Park and saw the éhryaanﬁhewgmqyfg‘
o g[ii"

I heve never seen suoh splendid things and wag glad thet T°

see ‘them,



8ince this last date the weather hua been sometimens vepy

H]

oold; sometimes mild, very wet, foggy, und daup, On several

. fine days I have noted the pulls uﬁ Blackfriars Bridge,

";“Thékweathef this day 1s fine and miiﬂ, L emtener
Here endg for the year 1695‘thiu ditry, It will bhe geen
that 1h:ia often inconplete, often vague and wlith no
qonnected idea vunuing/through it. This 13 apimply owing\

to the great difficulty of ebservation in asuch a plage as .

the Baet nd or London, )

84111 1% has heen & pleasure to urite even this and no doubt

he;ter‘will be done in the futbure. ‘

PIWNIS

Vi.WL B, Boker

Notes on Grasshonpers,

The'!\ugixﬁi@ of 1895, On the firsy week of this :ﬁ;)_nt;jx I apq'nt'
A% 8 plage ocalled Patsrielad legr the fown orf Westeyhamkoq

. ;tke!bogdeps of Surfey and fent, This ia a blace almogt

, ﬁ;thont water, and very hilly with vulleys, Hg?q:l fggnd 7

a qéna;dgrable ndigber off gragshoppers., I wan alyays givéh R

§93ﬂ%@ﬁRPYth that- $he oolouy of this animg%aiﬁ §£9?u;:ﬁi

;g%pprige therefore wag great when I rouudfthe_mggﬁ.ﬁf ﬁh%@'ﬁﬁ

wepe éigh&r red or of a brownish hue. The general 00105;;

of the grass was certninly green, with none of thoae paqg;gh

opr browplsh tints?" Sometinen 14 was secn that mudh wiid, o
thyme grew neay but {1 do not know) whether thiﬂ_hﬂﬂ &nythiug
gtéqdo with their peculiar ocolour, "

N e
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thg wgekwenq ahoppiug. We' yould 1eave the hoqqa bogk
aix. far in those days ashops vemained opan until 1f700
Petity on a Saturaay. The most exolting timg WRa the

\akirteﬂ Harrow Green, 148 dayk shrubs siniaﬁqp'behin

*gp99939§19t9d iron railings. It was knownfas PItohy

:Qpe greatest oontaat to the present day ﬁhopp;g

g oentre

The butohev a waa huns Wwith acaplet mead from Pavemanﬁ :
'HP ﬁh§ the firﬁt atorey, exaotly like thone woodgn %




hpspaoBaionally 4
{Whioh abood tho budohep,

Ro'Worked in fni thfield, he vas kpow
R ;L ; s . . ) . . Al 2
1) pdwmudpagggg;afue%%_

that one afferiivol

wnemploged on the Union,
been congiderahl

1y.8hop, " 8ald the biboligr, -4

 Feoting, ang the Progepatcy ph

mannor, weary, pallid apd it

ey

“for'1 waa aeen Lilms’ aboyt




.Y invita :1_9!;1_ beir;g throuqh ay unole mm waa ‘B




ek

‘next Ha n#rday




\’1@ Bpldo _read hardv—bauka, as they ara now oa;lsa




_ "f S#@? ﬁnd‘t QPGH“VWQ??E.Q fp’
whole being aloshed into the:brain:a

3

:Qéﬁer. 39mgt}m§§ I wag @}}d d4:19 o

i‘p ‘and Jﬂith Vthe) warmn lbOer:huﬂged tO lﬂ,‘(qhqs ‘f}

ifgﬁg,ﬂﬁquway, back to thé‘ygrm houg

9 had heen veplenished, gga $ie. 9able

hissing eﬁﬁélishh woul

duetantly, to think over -the gilms I had aed
While below, from the kitchen, I could heap the avoy

of nay father's volce,




