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Abstract 

Secure and equitable access to, use of and control over land can have direct and indirect 

implications for the enjoyment of a range of rights enshrined in the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (the Covenant or ICESCR). The present general 

comment is aimed at clarifying States’ obligations relating to the impact of access to, use of 

and control over land on the enjoyment of the rights enshrined in the Covenant, especially for 

the most disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups. Thus, it is aimed at 

clarifying the specific obligations contained in the Covenant that relate to land, particularly in 

the context of the rights enshrined in articles 1–3, 11, 12 and 15. 

 

 


