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Duration: c. 14 minutes

Performance notes

glissando frommain pitch approximately to indicated pitch – but without a marked ‘arrival’ on the second pitch

a freer ‘falling away’ from the note, in both pitch dynamic

Accidentals apply only to the note immediately following, and to immediate repetitions of the same pitch.
(Natural signs are sometimes used for clarity.)

The electronics for this piece were completed at Art Zoyd Studios, Valenciennes, France. Electronics design by John Croft and
Oudom Southammavong.

This piece requires a computer running the Max patch provided. The patch uses a combination of real-time treatments of the voice
and sounds produced by physical-model-based sound synthesis. There are no soundfiles.

The soprano should have a single microphone whose output is sent to the input of the Max patch. The stereo output of the Max
patch should be sent to loudspeakers in the performance space, with some of the direct soprano voice mixed in with it. In general
the patch has one or two states for each song, with additional cues to end each song and to prepare the electronics for the next one;
these are shown by numbers in circles in the score. The computer operator should step through these cues during the performance;
instructions for operating the patch are included in the patch itself.

The singer does not need to follow the electronics, except to judge the duration of pauses in order to allow the electronic sounds
and resonances time to grow, speak, or decay between phrases.

Quarter-tones in ascending order: Smaller variations in pitch:

fit the bracketed notes into the indicated duration – upward arrows crossing the beam indicate speeding
up, downward arrows indicated slowing down – these effects should be quite pronounced

a strong accent within a sustained note

a sudden, rapid vibrato
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The texts are set in Greek and English. 

The English translations were prepared by John Croft from the original; translations by David A. Campbell 
(Greek Lyric Vol. 1, Loeb Classical Library), Douglas E. Gerber (Greek Iambic Poetry, Loeb Classical Library) 
and M.L. West (Greek Lyric Poetry, OUP 1994) were consulted. 

The table below shows the transliterations in used in the score, along with pronunciations. The table 
shows only sounds used in the piece; it is not a complete table of Attic pronunciation. 

Greek Transliteration Pronunciation Notes 

CONSONANTS AND DOUBLE CONSONANTS 
β b [b]
γ g [g]
γγ ng [ŋg] as in ‘finger’ 
δ d [d]
θ tʰ [tʰ] aspirated t, as in ‘pot-hole’ 
κ k [k] not aspirated (as French hard ‘c’)
λ l [l]
( m [m]
ν n [n]
ξ x [ks]
+ p [p] (non-aspirated, as in French) 
ρ r [r] (rolled) 
σ / ς s [s] [z] before voiced consonant (‘kosm’ in IV) 
τ t [t]
φ pʰ [pʰ] aspirated, as in ‘top hat’ 
χ kʰ [kʰ] aspirated, as in ‘Stockholm’

VOWELS 
α a [a / aː] (long and short a, I and y are 
ε e [e] clear from context and 
η ē [ɛː] are not indicated in the score) 
ι i [i / iː]
ο o [o]
υ y [y / yː ] as in French u or German ü 
ω ō [ɔː]

DIPHTHONGS 
αι ai [aːj] as in ‘high’ 
ει ei [eː] as in German ee; similar to ei in ‘eight’ 
οι oi [oj]
ευ eu [ew] similar to Cockney ‘belt’



κ
ύ
ν
ει
ε 

. [
ἆ
ρξ
α
ν

 . 
[

φ
ρά
δα
ι[

α
ιδ
η
ρε
τ[

θ
ά
σ
σ
ει
· .

 [
2
έλ
ον
τ᾽

 ἀ
[

θ
ν
ά
τω
ν

[

A
lc

ae
us

, f
ra

gm
en

t f
ro

m
 B

er
lin

 p
ap

yr
us

 9
56

9 
(1

st
-c

. A
D

)

ký
ne

ie
ȃr

xa
n

ph
rá

da
i

ai
dē

re
t

th
ás

se
i

pé
lo

nt
 a

th
ná

tō
n

ki
ss

 …
[th

ey
] b

eg
an

 (t
he

y 
ru

le
) …

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
(u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

) …
[b

as
hf

ul
?]

 …
si

ts
 …

ar
e 

…
m

or
ta

l …

]θ
ε 
θ
ῦ
>
ον

  ]
>
ι 2
ά
ν
τα
ν

]`δ
ὐ
ν
α
>
α
ι,

]   ]
α
ς 
κ
εν

 ἦ
 >
οι

  ]
ς 
ἀ
ν
τι
λ
α
>
2
εν

  ]
λ
ον

 2
ρό
σ
ω
2
ον

  ]   ]
γ
χ
ρο
ΐσ
θ
ει
ς

   
  ]
´[.

.]ρ
ος

Sa
pp

ho
, f

ra
gm

en
t f

ro
m

 7
th

-c
. p

ar
ch

m
en

t

th
e 

th
ŷ

m
on

m
i p

án
pa

n

dý
na

m
ai

as
 k

en
 ȇ

 m
oi

s 
an

til
am

pe
n

lo
n 

pr
ós
ōp

on

ng
kh

ro
ḯs

th
ei

s

ro
s

…
de

si
re

…
co

m
pl

et
el

y

…
(if

?)
 I 

ca
n

…
(a

s 
lo

ng
 a

s?
) I

 h
av

e
…

to
 s

hi
ne

 b
ac

k

(b
ea

ut
ifu

l?
) f

ac
e…

ca
re

ss
ed

/s
ta

in
ed

(?
)

]ρ
η
ον

 θ
α
λ
ά
>
ω

 τ
ω
δε
σ

[
  ]
ις

 ε
ὔ
2
οδ
α

 ν
ύ
>
φ
α
ν

 ἀ
β

Sa
pp

ho
, f

ra
gm

en
t f

ro
m

 O
xy

rh
yc

hu
s 

pa
py

ru
s 

23
08

 (V
oi

gt
 1

03
b)

rē
on

 th
al

ám
ō 

tō
de

s
is

 e
úp

od
a 

ný
m

ph
an

 à
b

…
(to

 th
e?

) c
ha

m
be

r…
…

th
e 

br
id

e 
w

ith
 h

er
 b

ea
ut

ifu
l f

ee
t



ω
[

α
φ
η
>

[
κ
α
ὶ λ
ει
ρί
σ
ισ
ι…

[
2
ερ
ίσ
φ
ῠ
ρο
ι…

[
οὐ
δ᾽

 ε
ἰχ
ο>
ε[

α
λ
λ
η
>
ε[

κ
α
2
ν
ευ

[
η
δε
ν

[
εφ
ρο
ν

[
2
ρα
2

[
κ
οσ
>

[

A
no

n.
, O

n 
th

e 
da

ug
ht

er
s 

of
 L

yc
am

be
s.

 D
ub

lin
 p

ap
yr

us
 (l

at
e 

3r
d 

c.
 B

C
) (

in
v.

 
19

3a
, c

ol
. i

i)

ō ap
he

m
ka

i l
ei

rí
si

si
pe

rí
sp

hy
ro

i
ou

d’
 e

ik
ho

m
e

al
lē

m
e

ka
pn

eu
ēd

en
ep

hr
on

pr
ap

ko
sm

[o
]

[a
bs

en
t (

?)
…

]
an

d 
lil

y…
ab

ou
t t

he
 a

nk
le

s…
an

d 
w

e 
w

er
e 

no
t a

bl
e 

(?
)…

bu
t o

ne
 (o

f u
s)

 (?
)

an
d 

lif
el

es
s 

[b
re

at
hl

es
s]

 (?
)

th
e 

ot
he

r (
?)

(?
)

[h
ea

rt
(?

)/
in

te
lle

ct
(?

)]
ad

or
nm

en
ts

(?
)

 ]ν
· 2
ά
ν
τα

 δ
ὲ 
ν
α

[
   

] ἀ
2
όλ
λ
υ
τα
ι· 
κ

[
   

]σ
ικ
α
ισ
τα
ι2
ο[

 ]φ
ρ 

. [
…

] .
 τ
ι[

]α
λ
α
ι .

 [
]κ
ρε
τε
ω

[…
 . 

[
]2
ρα
2
ει
σ
ο>
α
ι[

]ε
 >
έ>
2
το
ν

 ὠ
[

  ]
 . 
έξ
ετ
α
ι δ

[
   

  ]
ν
τα
κ
α
κ

[
   

  ]
ν
᾽ ὦ

[
  .

 . 
.

  ]
 . 
ν
α

 . 
λ
υ

 . 
[

] .
 [`

.] 
. φ
θ
ό[

   
   

] .
 ᾽ύ
>
ω

[

A
lc

ae
us

, f
ra

gm
en

t f
ro

m
 O

xy
rh

yc
hu

s 
pa

py
ru

s

n 
pá

nt
a 

dè
 n

a
ap

ól
ly

ta
i k

si
ka

is
ta

ip
o

ph
r t

i
al

ai
kr

et
eō

pr
ap

ei
so

m
ai

e 
m

ém
pt

on
 ō

éx
et

ai
 d

nt
ak

ak
n 
ō

na
 ly

ph
th

ó
ý

m
ō

…
 a

ll 
…

…
 p

er
is

he
s 

…
…

[c
av

er
no

us
?]

…

…
 (i

s 
bu

rn
ed

?)
 …

…
 (?

) …
…

 I 
pr

ev
ai

l …
…

 I 
sh

al
l s

uf
fe

r (
?)

 …
…

 s
ha

m
ef

ul
 …

…
 [s

ea
rc

h?
] …

…
 (?

) …
…

 o
h!

 …
… …

 (?
) …

…
 [c

ry
/e

nv
y/

de
ca

y]
 …

…
 (?

) …

δέ
δυ
κ
ε 
>
ὲν

 ἀ
 σ
ελ
ά
ν
ν
α

κ
α
ὶ Π
λ
η
ΐα
δε
ς·

 >
έσ
α
ι δ
ὲ

ν
´κ
τε
ς,

 2
α
ρὰ

 δ
᾽ ἔ
ρχ
ετ
᾽ ὤ
ρα

,
ἔγ
ω

 δ
ὲ 
>
όν
α

 κ
α
τε
ύ
δω

.

Sa
pp

ho
 –

 V
oi

gt
 1

68
B

dé
dy

ke
 m

èn
 a

 s
el

án
na

ka
ì P

lē
ḯa

de
s 

; m
és

ai
 d

è
ný

kt
es

, p
ar

à 
d’

ér
kh

et
’ ō

ra
,

ég
ō 

dè
 m

ón
a 

ka
te

úd
ō.

Th
e 

m
oo

n 
ha

s 
se

t
an

d 
th

e 
Pl

ei
ad

es
; i

t i
s

m
id

ni
gh

t, 
an

d 
tim

e 
go

es
 b

y,
an

d 
I l

ie
 a

lo
ne

.



�� � � �
� � �� 	
 	� � 	� �
 � � � �� �� � � 	��

- - - - -

� �

a


=
c.
52

ky nei

�1

� �
� 	� 	� 	� � � 	� � 	� � � � � � � ���� � 	��� �� � ��� � � ��

- - - - - - -

� �

e ar

≻ ≻ ≻ ≻ �

� � � �
� �� �� � 	 	� 
 � � �� �� � ��� � �� � � � � � ����� �� � �

����
- - - -

� � � �

x an pʰra dai pʰra dai

≻ ≻ ≻

�
� � �

	� �� � 	� �� ��� �� �� ���� ��� � �� ��� � �� ���� � ���� ����
- - - - - - - - -

�� � �

ai dē ret ai dē

�

Lost
Songs

©
2017
John
Croft

JOHN
CROFT

I.
kiss
…
began
…
knowledge
(Alcaeus)



� �
� ��� 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � �� �� �

� 	� � 	� ��
- - - - - - -

� � � �

ret tʰa ssei

≻ ≻ ≻ �
�

�� �

	� 	� ���� � �� ��� � �� � �� 	� ���� � ��� � �� � �� � 	� ��
-pe lont’ a

			 			↘︎ 			 			

↘︎

��
����� �� �� �� �� 	� � ����� � � �� �� ��� �� � � 	� ���� ��

�

a a a

			 	 		

↘︎

�
�

 
� �� � � �� �

� 	� � � ��� �� �� �� �� ���
- -

� � �

tʰna tōn

			 	 		
↘︎

2
3

2



!
� �

" �� � 	
 ��
- -tʰe

( 
=
c.
52)

tʰy mōn

[arpeggios,
G♯
drone;
25
s
ad
lib.]

Tempo
molto
libero

4

�
�

#" � 	
 $ � � �� ���� ���������� 	� �� 	� � 	�� ��� ���� �����
- - - -mi pan pan dy na mai

↗︎
			 	 		 ↗︎			 		

� %
" �
 � � 	� ��� �� 	� �� �� � �

	� � 	� 
���
as ken ē moi as ken ē moi

�
	" � � 	� �� �

�� � �� $ 	� �
 � 	� � � 	 	� �
��

- - -

�
�

an ti lam pen lon

� � �
�� $� �� �� ��

�
�� � �� �� � �� �� �� � 	�

� �� � 	��
- - - - -

� �

pro sō pon ng kʰro ïs tʰeis ros

5

3

II.
…
desire
…
completely
…
(if ?)
I
can
(Sappho)



� �

�

�" �� ��� � �� �� "�
- - -


=
c.
72

rē on tʰa la mō

[bowed
string
chord;
15
s
ad
lib.]
delicato

ad
lib.
(sempre)

6 7

�
� ��� � �� �$� " �� �$� �� ���� �� �� ��� ��

- - - - - - -tʰa la mō to des to des tʰa la mō rē on

" �� � �� ��� �� �� �� �� �� 	� "�
- - - - -

�

tʰa la mō to des tʰa la mō

� � �
�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � �� 	� � �� �� �� �� � �� � � 	��

- - - - -rē


=
c.
100

on tʰa la mō is eu po da

�� � �� � �� � �� � �� � 	� �� � �� �� � �� � � � � ��
- - - - - -eu po da nym pʰan nym pʰan eu po da

�
! %� �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� " 	� �� �� ���

- - - -eu po da nym pʰan ab to


=
c.
66

the cham ber

non
troppo serene

8

	� �� �� � �� �� �� � �� "�
- -the bride with her beau ti ful feet

9

4
III.
…(to
the?)
chamber
…

(Sappho)



�� �

�

� !
� � �� � �� ��
ō


=
c.
52

ō ō

molto
libere

10 11

�
�� � � 	� � � � 	� � 	� ��

	� �� � ��� � � �� � �� � �� ��
- - - - - - -

� � &

a pʰēm kai lei ri

� � � �� ��
� �� � �� � �� � � ����� � � ���� � � � �� 	� �� 	� 	��

- - - - - -

�� � � � � �

si si

� � # �
�

� 	� �
�
��
�
�� �� �� 	� �� �� �� ��� �

� ��
� �
�
� � �� � �� � 	���� �� � 	� ��

- - - - - - - - -

� �
� �

pe ri spʰy roi pe ri spʰy roi

" � 	� �� ��� �� � �� � � �� 	� � � � �� � ��� ��� ��� � �� � �� ��
- - - - - -

� � � � ��

oud’ ei kʰo me oud’ ei kʰo me ei

5

IV.
…
and
lily
…
about
the
ankles
…
(On
the
daughters
of 
Lycambes)

(Anon.)



#� ��' 	� ��' 	� ��

 �� 	� �� � �� � � �� � � �� � �� � � �� � �� � � �� ��

- - - - - - - -

� (

kʰo me al lē me al lē me

� � � # �
��
� �� ��� �� � ���� � �� ���

� ��� 	� � � �� 	� 	� ��� 	� �� ��� � �� � ��� ���
- - - - - - - - -

� � � � �

ē den e pʰron prap

�
� %

�$� ��$�� $ 	��
� �� 	� ���� � �� ��� � �� �� � � �� � � � 	�

" � 	�� �� 	��
- - - - -

� � �

kos m oh


=
c.
42

ab

� 	� � 	�� �� � 	� � 	
� ���
� � �� � � � � 	�� ���� � ��� � � � � 	����� � ��� 	�� �

�� � �
��

- - - - -sent and li ly a bout the ank les and and breath less

12

6



�

�

� �� � � � � � � � � � ��
- - - -n


=
c.
56

pan ta de na a pol ly tai

legato

sim.

13 14

� �� � � � � � � � � � 	� 	� 	��
- - - - - -si kais tai po pʰr ti a lai kre te ō

�
	� � � � � 	� � � � � ���

- - - - -pra pei so mai e mem pton ō

� ��� �� �� �� �� � ��� �� �� �� � ��� �� �� �� ��
- -

cresc.
poco
a
poco

- - - - -n


=
c.
80

pan ta de na a pol ly tai si kais tai po

� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� �
��� �� �� �� � �� )� ��)� ��)� 	� ��)� ��)� ��)�

� ���� � �� ��)��
- - - - -pʰr

poco
accel.

ti a lai kre te ō e xe tai

poco
accel.

pʰtʰo

� � � �

15

7

V.
…
all
…
perishes
…
(Alcaeus)



�
�

�� � 	� � 	
 � 	� �� � � 	� �� � ��� � �� � � 	 	� � � �� ���
- - - - -

�

The


=
c.
36

moon has set and the Plei a

16 17

18

� �
� �� �� �� �� � � �� �� � 	� 	� 	� �� $� �� � $�$� �� � $� �� 	� �� 	��

- - - - -

� � � �

des; it is mid night

19

� � �
�	� �� �� �� � � 	��� � �

� �� $� � � $ 	�
� ����$� � �� �� �

	� ��
� � �

and time goes by

20

� �
��� �� � ���� � � �� � � 	 	�� �� �� �� � �� �

� 	� � )� � � � 	� ��
� ���

� � �

and and I I lie

21 22

%
�� �� �� � � 	� � � 
�

- -

� �

a lone.

23

8

VI.
The
moon
has
set,
and
the
Pleiades
(Sappho)


