ALBERT GOODWIN AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Although-writﬁen in’1961, Albert Goodwin's
autdbiography has a typically Victorian flavour. He was
born in 1890 at Caverswell, Stoke, in the Potteries, where
“his father worked on sanitary ware, The memoir is unusual
in giving so much space to his parents' and grandparents?
lives, from which it appears that social conditions in the
Potteries had not greatly advanced since those of the early
nineteenth century described by Charles Shaw in 'When I Was
A Child*' (1903). Goodwin had no great love for his parents
(*the most obnoxious people I had ever seen') but appreciated
that they were responding to the harshness of the tvimes, His
memoir is valuable for its portrayal of working conditions and
for qudwin's account of his parents' marriage and his own

birth, presumably second-hand.

The menolr was kindly brought to my notice by
F,L. Harris, Senior Research Fellow in the Department of

Extra~Mural Studies, University of Exeter.
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