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CHAPTER I

CHILDHOOD DAYS

I was born on the eighth day of October 1835, at the Long Spring Lodge,
in the Parich of Watrord, Hertfordshire England., :
My fether's name was John Forsdick and my mother'!s maiden neme was Julliet Elizabeth
Bartrems My father was born in the County of Suffolk in May, 1796 and my mother
at the village of leavesden in August 1797, MThis was about half a mile from the
place where later I was horn,
When my father was nbout twenty years old, he entered the employ of the Ear)
of Essex and married my mothe- soon after, i
The home of the Earl of Desex was known ae the Cagsiobwry FEstate, I do not
ow how many acres the original park contained, but 4t vas seven mileos in olrounferance,
At diffevent times paris o b wore told, il now vary Littie of tle cia

. )

dUrirte »asing) in fecht a great many of the old Estates in England have baen divided
and sold,
40 1 remember 11, none of the estete at the time my father lived thers was
vnder culilvation, Some of {t was in timber, dub mest of 1% in graes ond sas rell stockis
i vibh horsen,; Ghille, sleepy 2oty ond wild EBINE
_ fy father's occupntion was that of Game Xeepeyr £1d Fip vrl coruis el oo
( bresding and raising prme birds: Lhat s marbedges, mcssants ond Cwaoes ond to wtch
the wocds %o nrevent cush (raao Welrg 1 1Ted ™+ pechors,
I do not know Jjust where the fivst yeurs of ;g 1rents uerried lives were snanby
b A% was on thy crtete. In the yaonr 1€35 his beat, as it was called, embraced that
vart of “te eatate called Long Spring or the Culle® ord it was while they woere livang
there )L vay Tlilie ' .
then I was about eix nonths cld, Tethar was transfered to another vart of the
sstate called the Springs, The house was on the Homel Hempsteod Road ~nd within sigat
of Cessiobmry House, the home of the Zar) of Essexe
It vas a promotion from Long Spring and I can remember the visits that the Head
Kesparused to make. Jdr would often bring apples and hide them on an evergreen tree
and when he vould start for home, he would take me to the tree and shake it and the
aypples would fall,
He was alao the Park Xeeper and his name vas Bainbridge. I remember wlen he
dled zud & wan named Bailey took his place., He dld not keep the poesition long
and Tord Fssex offered the vlace to Futher,
I% was o big promotion and much better pay, Father hesitated about taldng 1t,
83 he dld nob know anything about deav, nor of using 5 rifls, which was usad
(' to rhoot the desr,
¥z oldey brother John szld that he would shoot the deer and Lord Clarenden's
keaper, on an adjoining estate said he would help him until he could Aed the -work.
Father accepted the vlace and we moved up into the ®epyk and I soon found where
Mre Bainhelidge got the prise he had hrought to mae,
It was o much »leanoanter nlace to live., The Gvand Junction Janal rer Fhrnngh =
tha Pasle fhawa 20l we Mad nene nalgdbara,  The Turenlar and hlaceygiih whn wewe
only a short distonce nvay with theiw ohana,
T owme ohayl 4 olle frow Dossiobury House to the Nésex Arms Fotel in Wetfor and
1% was a little farther from where wo )lived to the church and school,
My father lived &% this place wntil he resigned in 1870 in fuvor of my brother
Jonn, lLord Essex built Father a homs on anothor part 'of the Estate and he lived
there until he died, at the age of eighty six and my mother two years later at the
age of elghty seven,

I was next to the younpest of a family of five boys and. two girls, none of
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vhom ever left Englands. 1 am the stray sheep of the family, reason for whioh will
be given later. ‘

My entire :life until I was sevaniean yuors old, was ospent on thls evtate, so
that my earliest recollections are of the woods and dells of old England.

Lord Bagex enteriained o grent wmany of tha nedllity. It was oart of Father's
work %o go-vith tho hunters during the hunting soason and I had the opportunity to
gee many of the ones who visited thera,

The Dovager Quoen Adelaide made o long vislt af Cmssiobury and duvring hor stey
nany of the ROJ&l‘y end MoLilLity of net only kuglend, Yab off Cenbtinenlal Lurope,
axvecially of Germeny visited there, ‘

During her vislhs Queen Victorin, Prince Albert nnd thelr childrean wers thare,
At that time, the Royal Standard, a flag used only where the reigning monarch was
ataying, wan flyine over Caesiobury,

On ono occasion Father received word thot Prince Albert and Prince Edward of
3a% Weimer would shoot on a certain day rnd for him to take them where they could
got the best sport, as he had full charge of the preserves,

1 wvas dedaubed to attend close around the Prince Consort, aven now I can well
veqannar how he looked that day,

Yell when.he would shooty, one of his attendents would take the empty gun and
mnd him n loaded one, Tho gunpowder was carrled in one pound cannisters, then noured
into *ho powder horni, .

They wers not particular about shaking all the powder out of the cannisters and
I soon found quite & Lot of nowder in the diiferent cans,

I saved this and dy nigh$ had quite a lot of powdar and thougnt I would have
some fun, '

1 got & pilece of board about six feet long and a few inches wide and laid a
train of my powder of the board. I went into the stoble, got some strow, opened the
lanbe'n and Lighted it. Refore I reached the board, my straw had qulte blazing and
as I thought 1t would do not good unlees it was dlazing, I stooped down to dlow 1%
into n Linze, In & second ny troin ves svieze. L oeaw a blue fleme and shut my eyes
in time to save thom, but my face was black, My brothers ssw me and begnn to laugh
at my black face, I ran %o.ihe puup ond with e fow strokes of the handle cought
wy hends Dl o[‘ wabnr and wio.shed wmy {ace, Heking the black skin with 1t and
Lhen I sulferei,

My mother heard me crying, but when she found out what I had done, at first
refused to do anything for me, She told me that it would te&ch me to leave gunpowder
alone ln the fubure,

I had clwsys boen the Tavorite of my oldest sister and when she heard of i%,
she wrote to the folks and %old them to have a good doctor take cars of me, so that
my face would not he scoiroed,

Uith qool oore L4 heoled rad lelh no semew, but [ never axperimented with gun
powder sgain,

CHAPTER 2
SCHOOL TAYS

My first recollection of going to aschool, w2s to what was called "My Lord's
School!, Bocuuse it wog provided by the Barl of Essex.

Soon after I nbtarted & new school house wes built called the National Schools
The old school was then dliscontinued snd the bn1“din-' Lorn Jovm,.

Miera vie: Aaobhre actool L the Sowmocwllel She "Peas Schoodly 1t vms founded
by Mrg, Elizabeth Fuller in 1656, She endowod it with funde sufficlent to provide
schooling for forty boys and twonby giris aund to Junish thewwith o suis ol olotis
BN YO0,
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The school house wec a scunye bLwo stevy bulldling of brick, trimmed in white stone,.
It had a gadbled roof with belfry on top and at that time was surrounded by o white
plexet Denaa,: The Jowader lvs, ™dler wos duried beneath the building,

The school was govemied by i Joard of Trustses ol adulssion to hecome a scholar
wag one of their perquistites to glve. As vacancles would ocecur, each Trustee in
turn would send some boy or girl to £i11 i4,

At the age of elght years, 1 was admitted into the school and sttended until the
spring bafore Y would have been fourteen in the fall, '

The school age was from sevon to fourieen years and the course of study embraced
the three'R's! namely: reading, writing and aritluetic,

Waen o boy or wirl renchod Yhoe tge of Jourteen their school days were over, Thero
had been provision mods: to apprentice them to some trade 1f their parents or guardians
deisred, but it was not comvulsory. However, 1t cost ten pounds in those days to teach
a boy a trade, so thot it wos considerad quite 4 thing Lo gat & Doy into this school,

The sults furnished- the boys, wore made of a dark Lrieze cloth, with kmee breeches
and cutaway coats. ‘e wore bleck shoes and white stockings, The caps were flat with
red tassel on top and red band around tha crown., We also wore a walte 3iv, like those
worn by the clevyy of the Chmarch of “ngland.

The sults worn by the girle were wade of the same material, but they always
wore aprone, with white cuffe and collars and Little white caps,

Duaving wy school oys woere we alunys neechod to Choreh on Sunday zad Tueslay
forsnvons, By "Church' Y mean the Church of England, or as it is known in this
country, the Protestunt Hpiscopal Church/, ‘

Weo attended school on BSunday the ssme as other duye except that 1t opened at
ten In place of nine, .

ue zchool contlnued through the entire year, with vacations at the following
times; one weok holiday at Easter, two weeks at Whitsuntide, one month at Harvest time
and three weeks at Christmas time,

wo alwoys hed hWall holiday on Wednesday ~nd Saturday,

On Sunday and Tuweaday forenoons, we always had to say our Catchism and the
Collect for the Day and to read from the Bidle, Just before eleven o'clock we
would march to the church and woe to the boy or glrl wiv was caughl wilupering or laugl~
‘n in church, X S

Cur school building was in the same block as the Parish Church, 8o we
only had to cross the lawn to get %o the church., The old cemetary was in the same
bloclc, : P '

In this manner wmy entire school 14Te was sponte

The spring before I was-fourteen, I left school and entered the employ of & Mr,
Shute, who owned and operated three Silk Mills. He wanted a boy in his counting house
ond came %o our school to get one, I was selected and began maldng my own living,

I workod there from the spring of 1849 until the fall of 1852, when I gquit to
to g0 t0 Americoe

I started in g the ML11 at eight shillings per week and in September 1852,

T was gobting sixteen shillings per, week, which &i thu* ‘time wes big wages for a boy.,

I took a liking to the work and was trusted more than any boy who had proceeded
me and my prospects were all that could be desired, I had the respect of my employers

Hre Shute, the owmer aftervward told my Sfather, 5Hhat ng soon 4z 1 hod reached the
ege of tweniy ons, ho would have mado me manager of that part of the business and that
I continued as I had started, would no doubt have offered me a partnership with him,

He was worth nearly two hundred thousend pounds, when he Alad, o it cean be gesrn whot
an opeeviunlty I foolishly threw awvay,

CHAPTER 3

A NEW RELIGION

At that time in ¥ngland, there was only considered to be one chureh, That was the
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State Chureh, or as I Ywve shid, the Probesiont Moiscopal Church,

' The Romnn CathoTic Chtrch was considerod a Monster and all other denominations
were called Dimsenteriss!

‘ A Charchaan thought every one but those helonging to the Church would go to
Hell and the diiferent denominations thought the ussme of each obther; wille the
Rovait Cotliclics joered, wpon evory o ¢lse ta Eerelics,

My mother attended tho Frptist Cahpel and often on Sunday night, I would go with
her, Once in & while I would gzo to the Calvinist Chapel and now ofter a lapss of ovar
seventy yoars, I can dletinctly wmember some of the texts and hyms, that ] used o horv,

In those days & boy or girl was always expected to be able to tell the text
and fallure to do 80, often resulted in punishment,

In tho year L8UE o new sect made thelr agpectcaes in the town ond begrn to hold
meetirgg,  Thg callod themselves the Shurch of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Salnts,
and they preached that there was no salvation except by becoming & member of the

SAIO o .

Taesy preachsd thwh the tove Crepel, Sheeongh wnballef Yad been taken from the earth
-and that the Angle spoken of in Revelation &s ! "Bringing the everlasting Gospel to
preach to those who dwell on the earih', had come to Josenh Smith in Falmyra, in
the State of New York and commissioned him to wreach the Gosgpel ond establish the King
loin of T5d v onrtl, never aore T9 e 0VEr LLrowNe -

Tiey claimed thot Peter, Jonmes end Jehn had come and ordained Joseph Smith
to be the Apostle to open the lnel cispersntion, with vouwer nnd avilioviiy to ordain
incre mnd So conler on Uielk, TLe sAne Tover and authovity that the Twelve Apostles

" hed in Jeeus! dEy'o ' . ’

They salso claimed that a new Blble had been given to Joseph Smith, which was
called the Book of lormon,

For the benmelfit of thosd who bave never read the "Booiz of Mormon', T wlll say
that they claimed it %o b e zn ilunspired historical record of the Ancient people who
‘Anhabited the American continent,

In many respacis it is wreltien much life the 01ld Testiment,

It is jhst & history of o colony which left Jernsulem sbout 600 B, C, Tals
colony ‘enmbarked on the Déralan Tl wnd were led Ly Divine Imamimiion Lo the
Ve hort shores of Soukh Anerfca,

Prom here thoy scatfored. These peoplo kept & history of their lives and of God's
dealings with them, These rocords were engraven in Hebrew and IZgyptain cheracters,
upon laslallie Plates and woro handed down from one generation to the next.

One of thelr Prophots, Morman, made anabridged record of the whole and it was
called the Book of Mormon.

Mowmnon passed his vecord dovm to his son, Moronl. After the destruction of many

- of his people, Moronl wws commonded by God, %o hide the records ln a hill, ¥mown
to thesw ancient peoplv i Cwacroh, wilch was sltuated 1n the Western part of the
State of New Yorks '

The ¥ormons claim that it was this same Moronl, in the form of an Angle, who reveds
ed to Joseph Snith, then only & boy, the hidins nlace of these records and gave them
other Divine ingiructlone for fhe rowesiabllsbment ol the Churchl of Carist on earthe

Tho Mormons claim that the American Indians are the decendents of this Anclent
race described in the Book of Mormon,

The Book of Mormon is not, As many people think the lormon's Bible. They use the
King James translation just as other Christions do, but they claim that the Book of Morman
13 an additionzl vook of Seripture, contoining mwany wolunkhle trulls. They plecs 1t
along wlth the QLA Mestament o8 a book of history.

They preached that ¥alth in God and in Jesus Christ was the first requislte for
Salvation,s That repentance and censing to do evil and learning to do good, vag the

second thing necessnory; that Beptism by Immersion for the remission of sina came
next and the Jaying on of hands by esome one commissioned of God for the gift of the
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Holy Ghosta

After compliance with oll the above ordlnancas & person became & member of
God's ingdom on carth rnd weve entiiled o nll Lhwe promises end Ylesaiasgs baagtowed
npon the Aostolie Churche. )

They belloved and claimed that the signs that followed the Apostle's ministry
followed theirs, That the dilck were nealel’ Ly the daying on of hands of the Klders
of the Church: that devils were cisbt out snd that some Wnd the gift of vrophasy,
aniuzea Bha iasszrpeetation of tongues,

"In prayer meetings. I have heard men and women got up and talk and unintelligable
mass of gibberish for three or four moments and then some one else would get wup and
profess to intorpret the swwe, .

T have sven peeple who olodmed thoy were sick clalm they were healed by the
laying on of hands of the Elder who of the Church. The caution, howerer, was always
given, that if the Flder who laid hands on the sick was in poor hesaltl, he hnad

Lo

Myattaw noh do lt, 80 thet I now think the cases which were healed are much like the

Chvistinn Scionce 08 Lodny,

The Mormons as they are commonly called, belleve in a Literal translation of the
Bibvle and in the Resurvechion of the Dead,

They lay particular‘surese wnon the second cominzg of Chrlst to reign a thousand
years on earth, afier that the world would be cleansed from all sin and made
into an everlasting ahbode for the just forever,

They believe that all men will be Judged by thelr own actwsl elns and not for
Mdemts treszresslon, o8 the death of Christ blotted out that aln,

They aleo boliove that God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost are
gerapate and dletined persons, each doing his ovm vork, bdbut all working together
in harmony. They believe in the Divialky ol Chris’ and that when this earth le

alaansed from &ll ain ~nd ande inte nn w:.x*l‘ shing cholCe,s thot Jusus will be the
god of the world,

They socmed to have plenty of Scripture to substanciate thelr teachinps.

The main thing that they wished however to impress was, that God had restored the
Priesthood throwsh Josoph Smith and revealed throuvgn him and his successor Srigham
Young and from them throuwgh all the branches of the Priesthood; so that even without
a Bible, the people could learn the vay to Everlasting Life,

The Church Govermuent wos cowrosed of the President of the Church, that Prophet,
Seey end Reveletio Lrighem Young mith Ris two Counegelors,

Wont ctme ihe High Priests, the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, the Seventles,
the Elders, Priests, Teachors and Deacons, wiih Bishops to look after the temporsl

N -~ LS X P
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L4 the head of each Division was o President and two Counsalors, corresponding

‘to the Godhend, but each seperate and distinct individuvale, thelr interpretation of

the Teinity.

CHAPTER 4

I BECCME A CONVERT

In England et thet time, the lomon Chureh nunbered ebhout trenty-Tive {heusand
moembere, Civieed inlo Conleretoes il these into Branches,

Thnre wos & Prosident over each Confoerence and one over each Branch, with a
General Superinténdent over all,

The office of the Genval Superinfendsni wes bt Liverpool, "hare vos publisheld the
Shreh papor, mlled the "Hilleninl Starf,

Tae Duporintendent at that time wes Orson Pratt, one of the Twelve and a very
29ke junre e oels pany, Leller edocstel Ui modh ol Shemy wd they clalmed that a

man did not have to be oducated to preach, that God wouwld put'into their mouthe, what
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| Holy Ghost,

After compliance with all the above ordinances & person became a member of
God.'s icingdom on earth ond weve fbtl.li& to ell the promiswes oxnd hleasings baatowed

~uson the Aostolie Churche

They believed and claimed that the signs that followed the Apostle's ministry
followed theirs., That the sick were leale Ly the daying on ol hands of the Elders
of the Church; that devils wore enst out snd thol some hod the @it of vrophesy,
i s Hhae Lahorpeetation of tongues,

In »nrayer meetlngs., I have heard men and women get up and talk and unintelligeble
mass of gidbberish for three or four moments and then some one else would get up and
profess to interpret the swme, .

T have soun people who eolaimed they vora slek olalm they were healed by the
laying on of hands of the Elder who of the Church, The caution, howerer, was always
#iven, that if the Elder who leodd hands on the sick was in poor health, he had
Datier ok Jo L, so that T now think the cases which were healed are mmch like the
Christien Science of toduy,

The Mormons as they are commonly called, bslleve in a Literal translation of the
Bible and in the Resurreciion of the Dead,

They lay particular stress upon the second cowing of Christ to relgn a thousand
years on earth, after that the world would be cleansed from all sin and made
into an everlasting abode for the Jjuast forever,

They believe that all mon wlll be Judged by thelr own mctunl slins and not for
Adeats teeazression, 88 the death of Christ blotted out that sin,

They also believe that God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost are
gerapate and dlstinet persons, ench doing his own work, but all working together
in harmony., They bellave in the Divinity of Chrlst snd that vhen this earth ls
cleansed from all sin rndacce inbe an uvurl"‘xng Lbolde, thot Jusus wlll be the
god of the world.

They secmed to hnve plenty of Seripture to substanciate thelr teachings.

The main thing that they wished however to impress was, that God had vrestored the
Priesthood throuwgh Josoph Smith and revealed through him and his successor Srigham
Tounz and from them throvgh all the branches of the Priesthood; so that even without

“a Bible, the people could learn the wey to Everlasting Life,

The Church Govermmant wos comrosed ol the President of the Church, that Prophet,
Seer snd Revelatie Lrighem Young with his two Counselors,

Noxt come the High Fricsts, the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, the Seventies,
the Xlders, Priests, Teachers and Deacons, with Bishops to look after the tewporal
interusis of Shwe Dlmurch,

A1 %he head of each Divieion was a Presldent and two Counselors, corresponding

to the Godhead, dut each seperate and dlstinct individvals, thelr interpretation of
the Trinity.

CHAPTER U4

I BECCOME A CONVERT

In Enpland et thet tine, the Hormwon Claweh munbered etout tventy-five {thoustind

‘members, Civided into Coulureices 63l these into Branchas,

There wos & Prosident over each Conference and one over each Branch, with a
General Superinténdent ovor all,

The office of the Genval Superintendsnt wes il Liverpool, “hore wis publisheld the
Tharen paper, mliled the "Millonial Siarl,

Tin Superintendent af that <ime wos Orson Pratt, one of the Twelve and a very
adle iwane e owes sawnn bellur edacctel han wost of Shewy wy Shey clalmed that a

man d1d not have to be educated to preach, that God would put into thelr mouths, what
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ho wanted them to say, . 5

Lhong afterward, I heard Haber C, Kimball, Brigham Young's [irst Counselor in
a sermon in Salt Lake City, ridicule educntion and suy thet "Pebter wis nob educsied
and that he thought Pater could preach as good as any one',

After ottending their meeting for some time &nd becoming thoroughly infatuated
with their preaching, I wes bapiized by Immersion in the River Colne, by a Priesnt
in the Chaeeh »emed Henry KibYell, on tha Sonil. day of Janvary 1849, bvelnz at that
time, only a little past fourteen years old, )

In looking back to that time, X have sometimes thought that my parents should
have prevented me fvom Joining ihab clurch, Had theoy done so, the entlire course
of wy 1life would have been 1illoreont, nu (hab wes She farndag poiat inowy 1Life,

The President of the London Conference at that time was John Banke and the President
of the Vatford Branch was Thomas Margetits, who the next year was promoted to the Presidenc
of the London Conferenca,

It is strange thing, dut all the Prosidents of ihni confevence wp o the tlwe I
loflt "ingland, leter left the Church. They were Moses Martin, John Banks, Thomas Margetts,
FM ‘B, Kelsey and James Marsden, the fate of some of these,,t will tell later,

2 o auy that I belleved the Mormon Religlon but faintly exprasses 14, I was up
and dolng ~li ko fhse,  alSenddng amesbinge end on Toaeny Jlebridablng toacts.

for the Tirsi Jour nonzhay ov wntil I audt schoel I could not attend the
Sundsy morning services,

After that I went the morning at ten-thirty, in the afternocon at two~mthirty and in
the evening at six~thirty and the morning ond evening services ware aboul two Lours
longs ¥hoe afferncon services wars devoted to teking the Sacrament and Testimony.

In the swmmer of 1850, I was ordained a Teacher, being admitted to the Aaroni
Priesthood, The dubles of the office was to visit the members, pray with them zand
soe thet no hard feelings existed swwong them, as 1t was held that wnless hrvnony and
Dotioely love abounded, no progress could be made in the Kingdom,

About this time, I was appointed Clerk of the Branch to keep the minutes of the
official meeting and to keep the Church records,

Deslies e weotings on Dundey at Chapel, Curing the sawmer wo would 20 to
avlghboring towns to preach; that is, two of us would go together and sometimes we
would have two or thras places golng at the stme $ime,

llonday night wvas O0fficial Heating, Tuesday night Prayer Meeting in another
part of the Yown anl Saburday night was vielting night,

‘ The oneec we would not sce on Saturdey night, we would ¢o to on fundey morning
befere Thurai, ‘

In contrast to this, I so often hear people who profess to be Christiana now
complain becavse they have Church on Sunday nlghi, whinidng that services once o week
Lg onougsh,.

During the swnner of 1851 I wos ordolned a Priest, thot being o set ox step
higher in the Priesthovods 1 was now a vegulur prenchors

The first time that I ever undertook to preach was from the Eplstle of James.

Ly sabJoct wos "Faith and Works" and my ldeas today are about summed up in that
verse which reads, "Show me thfy uith withoub worixs and I wiil show you ay fai th
by ay worke,' : :

Another thing that the Mormon Elders preached sl that time wes, that all the Sshnts
(oa 011 members of the Chureh were calied) showld be gathered together In one placa,

“rat place was In tho Ovostd Salt Lake Valley, viers Sher could learn *h nmystarios
ol the Llagdom. DM o Mhese e Mol ea Ul Yo WA pad chan (ad vl talk
with His Tereel, ne they srid, .

No one vas considered to ke very siron in the faithe unloss they velieved in the
gathering of the Seints and prayed to zo to Zion,

In facty I think more prayers wers made to God, to opoen the vey, Wheraeby they
nlght be gathared fo Zion, thon were .wade Lo 0 Yo Monven,

Mo Hohemgaelnn wvor thoa il ore ol otmiteed ol Bhe Kovety, Likay the Latterp
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I have tried to be fair, to give both the good side of thelr religion with
the other, ‘

Most writers have teken & decided stand edther for or against, Many things
that have been written, which I have not nentioned, Most of those things, I
have heard many times but in this, I heve confined myself striectly to the things
vhich came under my personnl observations,

They tell us that the impressions formed in chilcdhood remain with ue through
life, Many of the teachings of the liormon church, which I learned and 6o devoube
ly believed in my youth, I still believe, but miny of them I do not believe,

As 8 whole, I consider the Mormon people a kind hearted and Zenerous class
of people. That they were sincere in thelr belief, is vlainly shown by the suffer-
Ings they endured in crossing the plains and settling up of the valley,

It is qulte vossible, had L remained in Mngland, ¥ wight still believe
88 I 4id when a child; that the Mormon Church was the only church that wes right,

Howevery, I have llved long enough, that I have come to believe that no
particular denonlnstion have o monopoly on Heaven, AlL are striving for the
same Henven,: There is good to ba Foind L all churches ind sod mnd bed neonls in
ell ol Shea,

CHAPTER 17
WINTER IM BRIGHAM CITY

I wvill again take up my versoral narrative, After I quit working for Jacob
Gotes in October 1854, I went totwork for a man named Zennifer, hauling wood from
the West Mountein,

It took two entire deys 'to make the trip., I had to get an early start %o
get back to town betore dark the next night,

The first day, I would get upon the mountain and get the load out and down
into the canyon to camp, as there wes no nlece we could double teams,

I hauled alone «nd one day, something hindered me from getting an early
stort, lidght ceéme on vhile I was still on the mountain, ot having my wood all
cut, I decided to stay on the mountain &1) nizht,

T worked until dark, then turned the oxen loose to graze, without taking off
their yokes, I built a big fire and got plerty of wood to keep it burning all
night, ' _

It was very late before I went to sleep, but finzlly éid, Toward morning I
vag awnkened by the oxen coming to the vagon on the run,

I heard some anim:l, evidently & large one crashing through the brush after
the cattle, I spreng uwn and besan to atir the fire and soon had a good blaze,

- Vhetever snimsl it vas stopved, but I could still Lear the brush crack, but it

ves getting fearther cwey.

I did not sleep ony wore that night, but kept tie fire bright and wes glad
when mornins came, I Love no doubt thet it was elther a grigczly bear or a
mountein lion and I had nothing but an ax with which to vrotect myself, 3

Yhen I resched the city I told Hennifer, thot I wo:ldihiul no more wood an
I did not not, but worked for my bLoard doing chores Fha winber.

In the spring of %$5§'tg Doy o gg?soéaﬁgega§f§'&Rdﬁkggtu% POnERy, ¥ery-
of thew died, That svring tne £ )
thing, they did not lezve until June.

I saw Mr, Hebeker end he snid that he was going to nlent some corun and
notetoes. The vheet hud all been enten, He sald 47 I wonld let him use my
ox, he would let me luve =ome ground Tor corn +nd vwotttoes and I digd,

Hverybody vas discouvraged, The hovmers had enten oractieally everything
and i; looked like fruine, .

here wre tbeolutely no voric in the city., Late in the swmer, hearing that
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times were better st Brighem City, about sixty siles north, I wltked up there
end went to work for & blacksmlth, named VWilliams, who hed crossed the eea

and plains with ws,
He only had work for me purt of the time &nd in October, there was a man

~golng to the city with & teuw and I went with him,

The first thing thet Nebelker's folks asked me was, "Had I come to dig
my votaties?!, I hid forgotten £ll vbout them, as I rever expected them to
do any wgood, but I _ound that I bad ab ut twenty ovushedls or good
votetles and some corn fodder,

I cut up the corn and .ut it in a pen and hired the wan with whom I had
come to the ciiy to heul ny wnotutles boack on sharss,

I bought 8 new coat =nd some other things which I needed snd returned to
Brigham Clty.

Soon after that John Bignell and femily ceme up there looking for work,

. There was very little work and no empty houses, VWilliams took them in and we
.all wintered together, I think if it had not been for my votatoes, we would have

starved,
inter set in early, snow falling the middle of November and continued

;until the next liarch, T{ wes hard getting wood, bubt as Willlams must have

charcoal, I climbed the mountains cut dovn aedars and rolled them down the mountw
ain side, i

As vinter advanced, the snow got deeper and for a time we conld not get to
the mill, Ve had to V:ind wheat in & coffe mill ond muke bread out of the meal
Just ns 1t wes,

Just to show how hungry we became; there was a lot of cattle broke throuvgh
the lce on JBear River snd when worll resched town, nearly all the men started
down to get the caltle out to eat,

Bignell and I exch got a quarter and we thought it was t.e best teef we
had ever saten, but we were so hungry, anything would have tasted good,

A lot of us formed & theatricel company und learned some plays, got up
dances, played cards; anything to kill time and anxiously wesited for svring,

Lorenzo now was President of the Steke of Zlon end I became intimately acquaint-
ed with him., All the dances and vlays were held at his house, He had a large
houwse, had two or three wives with him there, but the one vhich came from Englend
was In Salt Luke, A man nomed Hervey Pierce was Bishop, but I heard that he
later left and w-nt to California,

Mr, Bignell and I used to sit and telk things over many times, I was utter-
ly diesgusted with myself and everthing else, I felt that I had enough of
Se1t Lalke and he felt the same woy,

Avout this time, I mede another trip to Salt Lake, walking it in a day and
half, but es the gnow vwas on the ground I beceme snow Hlind and could not see for
two days,

On the vay down, I adld my fodder, »nd the men wee to pay me in the spring,

I vas In the city over Sunday &nd went with on old acquaintance to the
Tabernackle., Kimbzll presched an?. all his telk w s, in denouncing those
who were golng to leave, as many were preparing to do =8 soon &s the grass sterted.

He said "No one but horse thieves and murderers would leave', I turned
to my comoanion ené said "Me's a liar'. I guess mv companion thought I had

. gone creszy, ror to dispute onef)d of the big men's vord was sacrilége.

Next morning I returned to Brigham City and we began to muke preparations
to leave, Bignell had & yoke of cuttle and a man ramed Palin had a good wagon,
He wanted to leave, so they Joined together,
I had very little of wnything, but they wanted me to zo with them and I did,
My clothes were nearly worn out, but I hed o little vheat that I had been

saving for seed. I took 1% to the mill snd had 1t ground into rloup and, we used
. . e
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it on the journey.

About this time, the church hefrd of cattle that hed wintered in Cmche Valley
were driven south, Mow the man in charge of this herd was & man, whom I had
elvays been told wvag one of the Destroying Angles,

Just north oi the city, one of Blgnellls cattle was down at the creek drink-
1ng. vhen they cewe nlong.,  They unyoked one of thelr poor oxen and yoked up
Bignell's and drove south vith it.

In the evening gome men told us about tit, Ve got & replevin and before
day light started and overtook them as they were ready to start,

' The officer told this man vhat we were stter, He sald "If you can find the
ox you can have it¥, dbut it had gone boek to its mste in the night., Ve 4did not
find 4t and this wmn began to taunt Bignell,

Blgnell told him if he vould take off his pistol belt and meet him on equal
ground, he would thresh him, but this fellow would not dofit. W.thout his gun
he vas no man &t &ll, :

After thut we had no peace, I had & hog that we were going to butcher, [They
came on .0 me for twenty dollars noll tax. It vas a put up job but they took
my hog, I &lso had & lot in Brighan thy end had dug my water ditch, they took
that, even my wlick and ahout every thing I had,

The night before we lert Brirhsm City, I went to a meeting, It wes a
fellowship meeting., I got wup and told them thot we had psid everything they haed
denmdndeu of us, Justly or unjustly., That we were golng to leave in the morning
but we were nelther horse thieves or murderers; trst we huad our .ung with us

- and should alvays keep them loaded crd if any one attempted to follow us, wve
foowonld sever say MHalt", but would shoot at sight, ~vd with that I left the meeting,

The next morning we started. Ve only icd one voke of oxen bui our load
vag light., Ve hsd &1l blen in Zion long enourh to wear out about everything
we had: teken with us, e had nathing except & little flour, not enourh to teke
us half way beck,

Bignell had a little tes ard a fev other things, but altogether we were
in a very voor »light to start on that long overland Journey, Personslly I did
not care. . ,

I was utterly reckless, Iy falth was shattered and I did not care whether
I lived or died,

Ve ¥new that in all probubilities we would go hungry bveiore we could gzet
anything, but we were pgoing anywey.,

About the twelveth doy or April we left Brighsam City for Sslt Leke, which
we reached three duays later,

Cn our way down stowped to get vnay for my fodder but the fellow said he could
not pay me, Finally he rave me about ten or i'lfteen vpounds of beef,

L CHAPTER 18
PACK TO GOD'S GOUNTRY

Before starting on our journey buck to the States or "Gods Country! as
ve called it, I will give you a description of our overty.

John Bignel) snd his wife and Little girl, the little boy they nard when we
wont out hiving been drovmned :nd the Little givl was born while they were in Utah,
There wes also Jeames Pelin wife, znd two children and myself.

The w gon would not hold «ll of us to sleep, so I nod to sleev on the ground
un the wagon, rain or snow, ice or mud, 1t wss all the same.

We only had one Joke of oxen and they were woor, o tt we men hzd to walk,

excent tint o w d rosesing rivers,
R AR i Rt fifteenth 0y of April ang rot
" over the little
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mountain., We were told that there wer twelve or fifteen wagons camped there
going east, under the leadershin of John 5, Davenport, but they had gone before
we arrived,

The next day we reuached Llg mountain and although there were a lot of mission-
arles golng east, one of them would double with us,

Neer the top of the mouvntain, It was very steep, It was a1l we could do
to get the empty wagon up., Ve had to carry everything on our brcks a little weys,
then go vack and push the wegon, then carry « little farther and push the wagon
until we reached the top. ’

While we were doing thls a four horse tesmm ceme along and stopping X/ff/
to let their horses rest, Judge Kinney said "Boys where are you moingf" and I
told him "Back o God's Country if we can get therel,

He said "Vhy don't you get some of these fellows to double with you" and I
told him "Because they were Saints and we were not,!

He said "Yell bLoys, here sre the liot of the United States officers leaving
Utah, they have run us out at last, Goodby and I hope you get through safely",
vut I lmow thet he doubted if we would,

Yhen we ranched the too of the mountain end had our hwngs loaded in the
vagon, we stopped to toke one lest look et the valley, but with what different
feelings, thin vhen we got our rirst good glance,

‘e started dovn the mountain, Hesr the suwmmit wes & big bunk of snow, but
the road was well broken, When we were wbout & hundred yerds down the hill,

.one of the wagon tires bLroke and came off,

This brought us to a sudden ston, Ve rfound the only thing we could do,
was to take the tire bick to the ecity.

"o were ull tired, so turned the cattle out to plek what they could find,
After resting until nine or ten ofclock Poalin and I carried the tirve back to the
City-

Yo reached the city verlore duylight snd crewvled into an smpty covered wagon,
that astood In the street and rested uniil day light,

Ve colled the blhcismlth and, heed the tire welded and started buck, making
much better time than cominy down, as we could nov roll the tire on smooth ground,

V' reached our camp, tvoul seventeen miles Lefore nocn and found they had
dinner ready, Dlgnell h. d wood reudy to heat the tire, Ve soon had it on and
sterted down the hill, reaching the bottom in satety.

As soon as we found feed we camped,

“e treveled over the same gzround, we had zone in 1853, Then we were full of
hove and .aith, but now we hid neifher end felt that we would be lucky indeed if
we reached civillzetion,

On the last dny of Anril, we camped on Green river end the next morning, the
firet day of lMay, a bucket of water, wnich we hud left by the fire was froven
solid. ' !

A few days leter, toward night, 1t bezan to snow rind ag the Sandy river
vivs nese the voad, we tuvwned off and colyy to tbe river botbom, ran ‘nto the
Dovenport rcomp, wherse they had booen rosting fov o day or two, 78 $ho faad wis good,

Next morning they hiltched up snd sturted on, but we concluded to rest a day,
so we vere shill alone, but it wee there that I rirst saw my future wife,

Bignell shot a goose und we had a fesst, The next dsy we started on and
the night after, -comped just east of the South Pass on a big slough, Here we
shot & lot of ducks, ‘e had some for supper and put the rest in the kettle and
set 1t on the firve vhen we went to bed, so thiit i1 would be ready in the morning,

It wrs a bright moonlisht night and about midnight Blenell called to me.
"Steb (he alvays called me ‘that) isn't there something at the kettle?" I was

under the vagzon rolled up in & bufralo robe and his little dog slept on tho rob
3 ¥ e
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at my feet and I had the rifle rolled up with me,

I looked out there and there not- ten feet from me, wes & big white mountain
wolf, I told Bignell, that it was & big wolf.

I pulled the rirle from under the robe with one hand, holding the dog with
the other. Thers w 8 a string on the gusrd wnd in come way it had gotten wound
around the set trigger &nd vhen I pulled the trigeer, the gun would not go off,

¥inding thet I could not loosen it with one hand, I let go of the dog, who
then vounded out at the wof and drove it avay. Hiad I heold the dog a few moments
longer, Bignell would huve shot the woli from the vagon with my shot gum,

I cravled borcl under the wogon, but did not sleep very much the rest of the
ni ght . .

Wo sterted to teke o cut off the next day, because the roadswere better,.

The Devenports had cumped on tie Sveectwater that night, six or seven miles from
us, The next night they cemped before we dld, going south of the rond to get
feed, while ve camped almost in the road, near a big gulley.

In the night Bignell called to me that he thought it vas snowing end did
I see anything of the cattle, .

I threw the robe off my face and a lot of snow fell on my face, Ths snow
vas five or six inches deep, but the cattle had gone into the gulley and vere
close up to the wegon, orotected irom the storm, :

Ve waited ror the Davenport's to overtske us the next morning, but their cattle
had run off in the night, Thye found them ten or Tifteen mile away, so ve went
alone,

The next day, we heard there was a ¥rench Wrader, 2 few miles ashead of us,
Vle were now getting into Indien Territory and Bignell proposed thut I go ahead
end ask the Yrenchman if we'oould trivel with him, He sajid he would be glad to
heve us, but said we had Letter cross the river that night, as it was rising fast,
I started buack expecting to meet the wagon int two or three miles, but kept on until
dark end found them not far Lrom wiere I hud left them,

They had mired in the slough and had to curry the women and children and
everything in the w gon to dry ground. Then they huo to dig and pry the wagon
out and hud just started when I got back,

Wnile they were stuck the Davenport'!s cime up and Yunted a bLetter crossing,
That night we cumved close together, In the morni.m we Joined with them snd
traveled the rect of the way with them, but we had traveled over three hundred
miles nlone, : '

| The next nlght we camped near Independence Rock.

+ . In two or three days we reached the North Plautte River, but found it too
high to cross., We went down the river, to where & men hed bLuilt a bridge,
I think he chirged us A dollar for crossing the river,

At thls place we learned that the Cheyenne Indlane were on the war psth
and round a company of United States Celvalry camped,

The Ga@taih told us, 'we hud better no go on now, said thut the Frenchman woould

ntil more vagons came ) .
ot gﬁeuiold Qim tb;% vie were‘almost out of provisions &nd thot we must go on

' > flour and told ue, when ve
s or no Indians, I think they let us have some
igiﬁizz Tt. Laranle t; o to the Colonel in Command and he would giye us enoughto

us until we renched ¥Ft. Yofdyié/ Kearney. ) |
et Thanking Captain Heath, we stirted on ané the first night out set a guard

il we v ¥ cpemie
and ept Lt up until we reached ¥t, Lerzmie, ‘ i )
Tﬁe second night, Just as we canped, two Mexicans cam§ into ?“mp ondloot and
in Spanish maked for bresd, Mrs., John Devenvort hed been in Qali*ornia ni .
hod learned s fey words in Syenish una she understood them, vuen they &sked for
Yan, .
Ve gave them some hHread and after looking uround thpy storted to leave,

. ~.’
' T T
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John Davenport called us together and said "Boys, I believe these men
are sples, sond in by the Indisns to see how strong we are and how well
armed," He sugpested thet we tike them prisoners to teke them with us to
¥ort Leranie,

hat would numle extra gusrd, ps some one would have to stand guerd over them
all the tims, '

Vle saw that hie ides was very reasible, so we surrounded them and with signs
end what 1little Spanish lirg, Devenport knevw, we mode them understand they were
prisoners snd that we would shoot them if they mede sny attemni 0 leave.

In this manner we marched them until we were within fifteen miled of Fort
Laramie, where we mebt another commany of Cavelry snd the Hexicans managed
to get avay and we saw no more of them,

I firmly belleve had they gotten uwmy that first night ¥gthe Indiane would
most likely have xilled us belore morning.

There were only about fifteen or twenty men end bLoys all told in our party.
fe were noorly armed and short of awmunition and I have alvays thought that we
owed our lives to John Davenport!s good judgement at that time.

' The next day we resched ¥ort Leremle and on applying to the Colomns) for
help, he ordered the Quartermaster to isswe us sufricient rations to carry us
to Yort Kearney, about two hundred and seventy ©Five mlles east,.

.,.ﬂ.r,,.‘.?..;_..‘. e e -



CHAPIER 19

N LIYE AT PORT LARAMIE

In looking around the ¥Fort, X vassed the Sutler'a Store and a man asked me
if I did not want & Job, I asked him vhat kind of = Job und he sald '"Cook for
thae Sutler's",

I told him thet 1 did not kmow enough about cooking to undertake the jJob,
He said thit he would stay & few days end teach me enough, so that I could get

zlong, he sald they were not particular,

He wanted to #~o to Cineinnati, but-they would not let him g0y until he found
some one to talke his wlace, I finally told him, that I would stay,

After all that I had pgone through in the last three years,-I thought twenty
five dollars s month with board and lodging mighty rood pay.

I went down to the cump and got my gun and what few belonglngs I had and
gave ny rations to BLignell, I b .d them all Gooduy, wished them the best of luck
and went back to the Fort and bepgan to cook.

After we Joined the Davenport train, I found they had a youngz @irl abous
geventoen yeurs old, named Mallsss with them, She was a younger sister of John
S. Davenport. '

She was the only girllin the train end I was the only voy of near her age.
We soon becrme acoumihted #nd in & very short time were the best of friends,

On the plains day after !day ond especially where there was danger onzll sides,
1t did riot take us very'long to feel like wve kmew each other well,

Hor foether took a strong dislike to me from the very first and tried in
every wuy to keep us froem speaking.

Youth was mych the suzme thean as now, and the harder they tried to keep us
spe.rt, the more we tried to be together,

After I declded to stay st the Fort and just betore the camp moved on,

I went dovn to vid her Goodby., I found that she was not there. She and
Mres, Palin had gsone to the Fort to bid me goodby, she having ..eard that I was
Zoing no farther, )

I met them conlng buck from the Fort and acked her vhere her rolks were
going and she answered to "Florence, Nehraska" I told her that I would write to
her and when I c¢ame back to the stontes would come and see her.

She said she would be glad fo see we and so we narted, little thinking
that the next time we wmet, itwould be near the same snot,

The next morning, they sterted on east end I wos left awong strangers,

I now for the tiret time in over z yesr, had the plemsure of sleeping in a bed,

After lying on the ground or rloor, with nothing uut a blunket or buffalo
robs, & resl ved surely lelt good,

I hed been hnlf straved ror so long thnt I felt almost like I wag in Heaven
for o while arfter I stovped at the Yort,

Tort Leramie wans bullt in 1847 sand was on the northwest benk of the
Laremie River, about a mile sbove vhere .lt emptied into the Platte,

At that time, in the swmer of 1856, the Fort was garrisoned by Four Comp-
anjes of the sixth Infanty,

Colonel Hoffmen was the Commander of the Fort and Captains-Lowell, Ketchem,
and Yoote, and Mrst Lieutensnt Caslin, commanded the Companies. Johh C.
Kelton vas Adjutent and assistant Quarterssster Gensral.

Doctors Pege end Getity were the Surgeons and Reverand 'fm, Vaux was
the Chaplin,

Of these, Colonel Hoffman later becane General end comnanded on Governor
Island in New York Harbew, Caslin also became & (eneral and Kelton becsme
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Adiutant Gener&l of the United States Army vtnd I read in one of the papers
later, thot Lowell, Jjoined the Contfederacy and was in Comnend at New Orleans
when 1t ves captured by Ben Butler,

Tutt and Dovusherty were the Sutler's, The store wes built outside the Fort,
so that you need not pass the gunrd to get inbdout,
\ The store vas a doby building sbout seveﬁ%y Teet long and sixteen feet
vide, The. stove room was in the douth end, the kitchen in the north and the

Sutlers livéing roome in the f/ﬁﬂﬂ//ﬂﬁ///?#//fﬁf/ff center,

The hospital vas still further s.wy to the northeaqt and the Chaplin

lived outside the Yort, p

I soon found & non &t the Fort, who hed cowme from a neighboring town in
England., His name was Sam Covington and I had known his solks in Salt Lake,

He was cook rvor the Colonel, co that vhenever I wanted to kmow anything about
cooking, he vould either tell me or show me how 1t wes done,

I had very Ittle trouble, however as they were not nerticwlar, I did not
heve to Vake breod, s they had a Post Dakery,

Ve nod Uresh ment nesrly every day, The Indiung vould bring in oufialo
and Antelope meat, so thut we lived vell,

It took some time to become accustomed to the noise the Indi:ng made,

Thare vos always a lot of them camped near the Fort and they would keep up their
dahces and nolss most of the night,

I had to milk two cows and many times, I would have to drive the volves out
of the cowyard. *

Abouvt a month after I stopped at the Fort, Mr, Tutt brought a man in to dinner,
iﬁ As soon as I saw him, I recognized him, He wes the man whom you will rememver,
I told you was called "One of the Destroying Angels!! and was the same person who
had driven Bignell's ox south from Brigham City, He did not remember me, He sald
that he was goling to the Misoouxi River, but I thought then, that he was on some
i¢ other business. . |

A few days later a tezm drove up to the store door and I saw that it vaes
Thomas Margetts, the man who had been President of the London Conference and whom
I had knovn in Mngland,

In talking with hlm. I found thr.t he hed lert Salt Lake for good., He had
a vife with him, but not the one he hed in Bngland., There was onother man, wife
and & small child vith him,

Phey were out of provisions; so I told him o avply to the Colonel.. I also
told him that this umen had passed the Fort a Tew dgys before and for them to be
on thelr guard.

Margetts had been through the Endowment House and knew all the sacred workings
of the ltormons. He vas a good talker and o dangsrous man for the Mormons %o
ellow to leave,

He thanked me for the information and got his rations. I bad them goodby
end vas the lat amun, who new h'wm thet ever suw him alive,

A sgoldier whose time was oub sterted from the Fort with them., He hunted a
good deal on the road &and one day,, whon sbout two hundred miles down ths river,
he shot & deer,

' It was necrly night, so he took pert of it to waere they were camped and
went back. over the hill Tor the rest.

Vhen he cime in sight of the canp, he suw that the vagon wis on filre and
in the distznce some men riding away on horses,

VWhen he reached tne camp, he saw that all rive had been killed. The child
had evidently veen plcked up by its feet and its brains beaten oub on the wagon
tire. The balance had been scalped to malke 1% wnpear to be the work of the Indians,

The soldier, being lest nlone wade hie way on foot to ¥t. Xearney, but

soon met & westbound trein of lormon Bmigrants end told them of the tragedy and
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they stovvwed &nd buried the bodies. ‘

Phut, same year A, W, Babbitt who was delegrnte from Utah Territory to the
U, 8, Congress, wes killed not far .rom the place, where the Margetts! were killed
and & few days later this same man again ot dinner at the Fort, :

During dinner, he asked Mr. Tutt, "When aid Baobitt passt! Mr. Tutt told
him that Babbitt had not passed and this wen replied "It1l bet the Indians have
gotten his scalp', He said thut when he vas down the river & iew days before,
he sow a flock of buzzards cireling eround and he bet they hed plcked his bones,

I have sald very little of the work of the Destroying Angels, Other
writers have told many stories of thelr deods, but knewing this man as I did,
it seemed stranges to me, that Loth these c¢rimes should have been committed when
he was in.that vieinlty, '

I have always Tirmly belleved, thet had I been through the Endovment House,
I-vould never have bveen allowed to leave, but they did not think I lmew enough
of their secret workings to itry io vrevent me from leaving,

!

. CHAPTER 20

1 STEAL MY BRIDE ¥ROM A MORMON CAMP

In September the lormon Emigrants begnn to rass the ¥ort, That year they
hed adopted a new scheme, Thet was to heve handesnrts and the veople walked and
pulled or wushed what little baggage they had,

There was a certaln number to each hencart and they were called The Handcabt

‘Mrains., They had a few wagons along to heul the provisions and tents,

Thie was by faur the hirdest method of trrvel ever used on the plains but
only goes to nrove vhat peoople can and will do, if their faith is sftron enough,

Cne day I wos down &t the crossing of the Platte and s number of the soldiers
were down there, It was quite o sight to them to see the women wade the river,
between two or three feot daep,

Kr, Tutt wss down there, He always rode a white mule and carried his holstems
strapped to hls saddle, ‘

A compmany were crogeing the river and had all gotten over except one old lady.
One of the obsses. told her to wede across and she replied that "she was afraid",
He told two of the Mormon men to,go over and lead her across end added "When you
get her in the middle, duck her!.,

The soldiers fired up at that and began %o amke ready tor a fight, but the
men lead her across all right.

It was a good thing they did, bLecause Mr, Tuti told me aftervard, thot the
moment, they hed ducked thet old lady, he would heve shot the men who ordered
her ducked,

Some people whom I hed kmown in England were in one of the tralns and were
ina bad way, One young fellow hed worn hils shoes entirely out and as I lmew
they would et cavght in the snow before they reached thelr destination, I pulled
off my shoes and gave them to him,

Another one vegeed for some sugar and & 1lttle tem and he got both, These
men afterward left Sult Lake, One returned o Ungland,the other lived near
Glemvood, Ilowa soune Years ££0.

I asked one of the leaders 1f they had not sterted too late znd if he ]
did not think they would suffer vefore they reached their destination? e replied
MNlo, the Lord will take cure of his Salnts' but meny of them dled on the Sweetwater,

A bad storm came up #nd a good many ol them froze to death, There w 8
nothing excent rocke where they died, so they piled the bodles in a heap, cui
willows snd laid over them and rocks on ton of all,
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The driver of the mail, which left Salt Lake, Qetober first of that year,
told me that when he passed the place, the wolves had torn ivay the rocks and
eaten the bodles and the bones were scattered around, :

Who will say thet these voor people did not believe their religion and die
the deuth of martyrs?

About the middle of September a comoany of Mormon Elders came Inte the Fort,
They did not travel with hedncerts but had good horse and mule teams nnd could
wake good time,

Among the nuwmber wes William H, XKimbzall, the eldest son of Heber C. Kimball,
His first wife wpse the oldest sister of John S. Davenport and & sister of the
¢irl with vhom I hed crossed the plains,

He got drunk at the ¥ort and Mr. Tutt asked him to dimmer. Hetalked so
much at the teble, thot the others excused thmselves and went into the store, leav-
ing him to finish his dinner alone.

I knew him, but he did nok know me, so I began to ask hin cuestions and all
about the Davenvorts. He told me that John S, was down on the Missourl bottom
with his father in law, end that the old man was at Florence, Nebraska,

I asked him vhere the daughter Malissa was? It was now over four months
since I had bede her goodby and I had heard nothing from her.

He told me that she was on her way back to Salt Lake, that her father
thought it best for her to return. I asked a zood many questions and managed
to Tind out, that she was 4dn a company in churge of a man named VWilliam Woodvward,

By that time he hed finished his dinrer and his comvanions had a herd time

.getting him started,

Ry . o

My friend Sam Covington hed obtained permission Just before I reached the Fort
to get married, Vhen I told him that "My girl," as I called her was on her vy
back to Utah, he wsked why I did not get her to stop at the fort,

He sald that he knew she could zet a place to work for Mrs. Page, or thut she
could stay with them until I was ready to go east,

I thouzht 1t over, I Xmew thet her fether vas sonding her back to Utsh,
thinking that I would not stop long ut the Fort, but would soon be around Florence
to see her, ’

I kept posted on where the different trains vwere, One day I learned that
thie particular train hed crossed the Platte lower down and would be rassing after
dinner, )

After dinner, Sem end I vent down to where the Emigrant road coresed the
Laramie river, which at that place was bridred,

e stopped on the bridge und in a very short time I saw hep coning. After
sheking hands and asking about the old camp, I asked her to let the crowd pass,
as I wented to talk with her and she digd.

I then provosed thut she leave the Mormon trsin and come to the Fort with

me. -I told her if she could not find a place to sult her, I could maryy her af
once, To this she consented.

We were to coms to the camp after supver and hunt up her wagon., YH4//df
She wae to throw her bundle ocutside the line of firelight, Sam would get it end
she vas to ;30 to the fort with him,

" "I would stay in camp and vieit with sone vhom I knew, until they would have

' time to reach the Fort, |
Everything worked out exsctly as we planned it. She threw hep bundle out
a8 for as she could, Sim gave it & kick and sent it outside the line fo firelight,
She then came out vhere ve were £nd atter talking with +11 of us a 1ittle
vhile, bade ws "Goodnight" and suantered -outside the firelight, joined Sam and
made her way to the Yort with him,

I knew the direction of the Fort and undertook to take & short cut forlit,
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but I had bettar huvelkept'in the road, as I sot into a big bed of cactus and
had hard vork petting through, o

Hovever, I manzged to get through £nd inside the Fort. I ran acrosé*the
house vhere Sam lived. He sxid th:t every thing was all right., Taps soufded
o3 I wos cvos siiys the purade gronnd, but the Sentry did not chollenge me and
I got into my kitchen and wont to bed,

[ ‘ CHAPTER 21

MALRRIED AT FORT LASAMIE

The-next morning at breckfast Mr. Tutt and his clerks were talking about:
some o having stolen a girliout of the Mormon camp and brought her into the Fort.

I dld not say anything at first, but finully smiled rvd Hr. Tutt said YStepheny
I believe that you know something sbout 1t4,

I then told them all cvout 1t. Mr, Tutt asked "Do you vant to keep the
#irl here and m.rry her? :nd I told him thet was what I intended to o,

He told me in thwt cuse Tor me to 20 right avsy and send the girl to Mrs,
Page tnd let her o o work for her. Then he told me to 2o see the Colonel and
tell him all zvout it. ’

He said for me not to vait & moment longer, that they could help themselves
to whatever they winted. He said "the one vho reaches the Colonel first would
no doubt win',

I ran mcross the varade ground to where Sam lived and told her to go at once

;and hire out to Mrs, Page for & month at least and she did so,

I then went to the Colonells office, I told the orderly that I wished to
see the Colonel,. I wis invited in aad t0ld the Qolonsl &1l about it. axcept
that she had gone to work for Mrs, Pege.

He was a very stern man, & strict martinet and sald "How dare you Sir! steal
any one out of that csmp, HNo Sir, I shsll not protect her, but will give
her up whenever they come for her,

. I then told him that she hud gone to work ror Mrs, Page, That Mrs., Page
vanted help wnd she was &t her house, His manner underwent & complete change,

He said "Ah! that is gquite a different matter. If she has becoms sn inmete
of the Fort of her own free vill and is in the envloy of one of my officers, I
shall most certainly protect her'and unless de so desires, I vill not give her
up, Good wmorning Sir.!

iy interview was ended, but I Jmew I had won. At the door I met some of the
men from the comp coming to ses the Colonel,

They told thelr story. He told them, if the girl wanted to go back bo the
camp, she vwee at liberty to go any time, but if she ehose to stay, he would protect
her,

I went'back to the store and told Mr, Tutt what the Colonel had said, He
told me that I had better marry the girl at once and that would settle all
nonsense about, 1t,

He told me to mo tnd & o the Ohdnlin and if the girl was willing to marry
her thet night,

“he was perfectly willing and on the night of the second day of Octobver
1856, wo were married by the Reverand Villiam Vevx, The Chaplin of the Fort,

Wnen I undertook to vay him, he firmly refused to teke anything, telling
us that "Uncle Sam peid him full time! and remerking that "Ye would have all our
lives in which to revent," bade us Goodnight.

I will say now, thut the rementance never cime and nelther of us ever regrettdd
our husty marriage on the vlains,
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. Mr. Tutt #KVGIme two bottles of champegne and Mrs. Covington made us a

vedding supoer.

The Hormon Camp» moved .on the next day, but they left three wagons behind
to try and get her Lack, Tnen they found thut she would not go back, they invited
us 10 g0 down To the wagons on a vislt,

I asked the man il he thought I wes pgreen enough to do such a thing, I
told them that before I would be in their ecomp fifteen minutes, they would be
on their viay vest, with the 2ivdl o prisoner and I would bs at the bottom of the
Platte river,

Phere viere some of them hanging around. the Fort all the time., Mr, Tutt
told us both to keep pretty close and not let any of them get hold of us,

Tinally some or them came to the stors and vanted us to go down to the
comp and be married In & legal manner, claiming that Mr, Veux hed no authorlty to
TATYy WS,

Mr. Tutt ceme’ into the k1tchen vhile they were talldng and told me to let
him answer tihem, l

He called them everything he could think of, then ordered them out of the
store and concluded with "low you better get zway from here while youw c¢an, for
I have only to revort to the Colonel what you have said about Reversnd Veux and
I expect you would get what you would like to glve Stephen',

Yith that they left and we sew no more of them at the Yort and they soon
left on thelr westward vay,

My wife wes a tall slender girl, with hazel brovn eyes and brown curly
hair and was just & I'ew months past seventeen when we wore married and I lacked
slix days of being twenty one,

She was the iseventh of & family of eleven children and vas vorn in Vlayne
00,5 Michigan., T 6o not know when her parents Joined the Mormon Church, but they
were wlith them, vhen they were driven out of Mauvoo, Illinois in 1844,

In the winter of 1846 end 1847, they lived at Vinter quarters. In the
spring of 1847, when Brighem Young with his band bf Pioneers started for Salt
Lake, her fether sterted with them.

The children were all small, one & baby only a few months old, so it vas
decioed that the family remain et Vinter quarters,

Uy, Davenport v, wes a blacksmith and vhen the Pioneers reached Ft, Laramie,
it was declded that he stay tnere end do repair vorlc for the traing thet were
following.,

Sometime in the fall of lSHT, he returned to VWinter quarters and in the
spring of 1849 took his familly overland to Salt Lake,

~ That was during the Gold Rush to California ond the two oldest sons and
the oldest girl nort married, went on throush to California,

John S, being the oldest son went to California, but did not remain there long
.nd.ceme back to Salt Lake, In the spring of 1856, he decided to go back to
the Missouri river end thé entive family went vith him ond it wes on that trip
that we over took them on the nlains,

The fether, mother and younger children returned to Utah, vhere the children
married and most of them heve died there,

John , made many trips buck and forth to Utah, but his wvife would never go
there to live, ‘Chey moved to Republic County, Xeanses and for many years were
near. neighbors of ours and he died near Chester, Webraska in 1902,

CHAYTER 22

THE ¥IGHT AT ASH HOLILOV

In the year of 1454 a Mormon train of Danes were nearing Yort Laremie,
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One of thelr cows bectme lame and they left it, Next morning they went back
for the cow cnd Found that the Indiens nad butchered 1t and {slken the meat
across the river to their qﬂmp.

They went back to the Yort and reported it to the officer in Command,

He sent a Young Lieutenant dand twenty rive menwlth a small fielf plece to
arrest the Indian vho killed the cow.

The Indirns were camped on the river bottom zbout twenty five mlles below h
the fort, waiting wotil the Great Father paild thelr annulties,

The Lisutenant was & young hot headed Yellow and over zeslous at getiing
a8 detacned commsnd, Instead of leaving hile field olece on a knoll overlooking
the camp, he marched all his men and gun right down into the camp,.

Through his interperter, he demanded of the Chief that he surrender the man
who killed the cow,

fhe Chief told him he covld not do that. He eaid thot they found the cow
lame and thouvght they had lef't Lt; that they were hungry, so they killed the cow

That all hod some of the meal and all were equally guilty, He saild thet
they wore willing to vay for the cow as soon &s they recelved their wvay, but
that vas all [ffthey could or vould do.

The officer told him, if he would not surrender the non who killed the cow,
he vould take him {the Chief) wurisoner, and he ordered his men to take the
Chief prisoner. | . .

It was his last order., As soon as the soldiers sdvenced toward the Chief,
every tent belched forth smake znd every soldier fell, either dead or wounded,
The wounded were soon killed and the whole comrany ecalped.%

As soon as the interperter suw what was happening he maneged to ride away
badly wounded. Me mede his way to the FYort, told his sed tele and died,

The force at the fort waes so small, they were unsble to send a force
stron enouzh to bury the soldieve wnd a Cavalry Escort, who were coming with
the Pay Mester to pay these same Indians found and buried them,

Years after that a wonument was erected ot the spot they were burled, but
the bodies were later moved from that place.

The next year, General Harney was sent with a strong force of Cevalry and
Tinding the indians camped on the north side of the Platte river, opposite
Ash Hollow, fell upon them and nearly exterminuted the whole band,

Hed the Lieutenant used ordinary Jjudgement, all that loss of life
could have been avoided, '

I have heard and read so many different storles of this massacre, that I
have writlten an account of it.

This happened between the time I went to Salt Lake in 1853% and when
I returned, but 1t was still so fresh in the minds of soldiers at the Fort,
that I heard the story masny time, Irom men who were there at the time,
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| THE END OF HY TRAIL

| Yhen the October mail from the states arrived, it brought orders from
the War Devwartment for Lieutenant Kelton and Dr. Page to report st Washineton
ag soon as practicuble,

Mrs. Page wonted my wife to go the Ft. Lesvenworth with them and Mr. Tubt
vanted me to stay with him until the Wext August, He offered to build us a
small house back of the store wiiere we could live and I could continue to work
for hin,

It wos finully decided thet we would go as far as Ft. Leavenworth with them.
I was to cook for the officers and my wife was to hlp take car of hirs, Pagels
child, ;

About the fifth of Hovewber we Lade adieu to Fort Laramie end sturted east,
this time truveling over the Oregon Trail,

Our outiit consisted of four wapons, with a gix mule team to each viigon,

One vagon v 8 occupled by Dr, Pege and ramil, My wife sand I rode and slept in one
and the othor two were for the escort, which numbered about twenty five,

There wes no snow on the ground when we left the fort, but the first night
out, it began to snow and we had snow nearly all the wey,

Ve followed along the south side of the north Platte river, through Ash

~Hollow and there crossed. to the South Platte & little east of the present town
. of Julesburg, Colorado,

Yo met the Sult Leke Muil at 0'Fallon's Bluffs and from them we learned that
Jamas Buchanan had been elected President,

One night we cemped abont fifty miles west of Ft, Keerney, We had wood
enough to lust us one night, The next morning & regulur blizzerd wus raging
and wvie could not see twenty feet from the wagons,

Yhet little wood we had wes saved to heat the wagon occcupied by Mrs,

Page, they being the only ones who had & stove im the wagon.

The storm raged all thet dsy and the next, but the morning of the third day

vas clear, but very cold. The whole country wes level, svery little pgulley being
full of snow «nd no road to bhe seen any vlece,

Cne of the vagons .vag bijed in tine snow, so Llieutenant Kelton ordered the
cover taken off und the bows fjroKen up for fuel. The wagon and harness Tor six
mules vas lel't in the snow,

Some of the mules were pretty badly used up, but we managed to get three
vretty good teams of six mmles each, Wearly all the soldlsrs and tesumsters
were more or less frostbltten,

Yo declded the only thing to deo, was to try to move on the best we could,
Lieutenant Xelton rode ahead and with a long lance testd the snwo,

Every once in a vhile ve would come to & drew ond then we would have to dig
a8 road through and a nlght we were Just three miles from vhere we hzd started
that morning. .

Ve should have been at Ft. Kearney two days before and as a consequence, we
were almost out or nprovisions,

That night the Lieutensnt hired o young Irishmen to goto Ft. Kearney for
help. He had been over the rood a good many times and #ff said that he could
male the trip.

He wos wernnly clothed end took feed Lor himself und horse for on day, He
started out sfter dark, but vhen sbvout & wile Ifrom the camp found thst all the
mules were followlng him,

He stopped until the teamsters came for the mules the next morning,

That night, instesd of being ot ¥t. Kearney, he camped on Plum Creek, He
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s&id thet his hands were 80 cold and mumbd he could not strike a match, so
stPod agadnst a-tree wll night and divided his lust »ation with his horse.

The next night, he reached the Fort and gove his letter to Cavtain Vheaton,
the Commander. Hp told us later thct he wes so cold snd hungry when he reached
the Fort, thrt he took his supper 1n his hends to ent, as he could not hold
a.knife or forkse

Captain Vheaton ordered teams to be mude re«dy with plenty of rotions and at
dgrybreak they: storted to: meet us,

In the meantime we had been slowly working our vey the best we could, After
looking in vain for relief the rirst day, we felt our only chence was to keep
going as wach as we could,

Our retions were all gone, the mules h&d nothing to eat, the gErass belng
all coverad with snow, %The next afternoon the ILieutenant rode ahead. hoping to be
able to lkill a ¥uffalo, but could not co it and it looks for a time like we would
parish,

A little. before night fall thet day, when we reached & slight elevation, we
saw in the di Lance“ some wagons coming to meet us,

As soon as they sew us, they stopved and by the time we reached them, they
had a big fire and a ood hot suppsr for us,

The next duy we resched ¥t, Kesrney, There was some talk of stayling there
all winter, but as the orders rrom Vashinton would not adwit of delay, 1t was
determined to vush on the bLest we could.

After resting a flew days, ve got iresh teams and & new escort and started on,
The first night out another bli?vard struck us, but 1% only lusted one night,

Here we started across the dlvide in a soubhersterly direction and ceme to
the Dlue River, neer the presnt towm of Alexandria, Webraska,

The first settlement waich we found was at Marysville, Kansas, just a few

sientien and a blacksmith shop.

Hare we shot some wild ducks and nicked up a man from Souwth Carolina, who
had his feet badly frozen.

In a couple of days we ceme to & larg Indlan Camp and they told the Doctor,
if he vould leave the meh with them they could cure hlm, 80 wo left him there,

W now hnd scttlements all the way and on Christmes day, we camped early
near a large form house, The owner of the house ituvited the officers
~nd D, and Mre, Poge to sat suppor with them,

Mrs, Paze, however Lelonged to the F. F. V,'s {(First Pemilies of Virginia)
and could not think of condescending to est with a commnon farmer, ‘The Liesutenant
did and told her when he came buck, what a fine supoer she had missed,

Ve had wild turkey and with other things, had & very good dinner,

On the twenty eighth of December, we avrived at ¥t., Leavenworth, Here
we sebtled up with Dr, Page Lor our sorvices mnd bada them all zoodby,

*
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CHAPTER ol
*RONTIER LIFE IM IOVA,

Ve found thit only wmeople in Government employ were allowed to remain in
the Fort, but we were Jorun te fo ¥ind a man who had brought & load from
Yfeston, Missourl and ves golng bacl enpty.

We hired him to tele us weross the river, The report had reached the
for th:it the liecse vas not safs, as a team had just Lroken fhrouéh but the owner
of the team thoupht he could make.it.

He was anxlous o zet home, so we vut our things in hls wagon, which was drewn
by five mules and sturted out.

On reaching the w»iver, we found that the ice was unsafe at the regular eross
ing, but the deiver thoughy it would be all right farther down siream and attempted
to cross,

nen we were only o féu yards on the ice, the lead span of mules broke through,
In order to get them out, tie drivsr had to pget into the river. His clothes
were sonked and in a short ime, were frozen stify,

After getting the team out of the river, the wugon was backed off and we found
better ice a litile farther down and without any other mishap, we reachsd Veston,

After resting there & few épys, we started by stage for St. Josevh and arrived

there January first L1857,

St. Joseph nt thut ime was the hesd of the regular Steamboat navigation,

“although sm ller bouts vent up the river to Cmaha and every spring some boats

would gzo north of Omahsa,

For o numbexr of yeors St. Joseph hed been an Indisn Trading Post, operated
by a ¥renchman, nemed Rubldeaux,

After the territory on the west side of the river was opened for settlement,
gulte & 1ittle city hnd sprung up., The land on the east side of the river had
been suttled Yor several years, so thatthe clty at that time enjoyed a very zood
trade, The main crop woas Hemp,

Several tovms had started on the west slde of the rlver, the nrincipal ones
being Atchlson and Doniphan,

Farther up the river toward Omaha quite a nuwaber of small towns were started
on the llebraskn side, Wevraskn City and Plattsmouth being the largest. Bellevue
a tovm between the mouth of the Plette river and Omeha had been in existance
berore the country wves opened for settlement.

On the Yowa side, thore was no towns of any slze until you reached Council
Bluffs, Here was & small settlement called St. lary's. It was merely a Treding
Post, over vhich Peter A, Barpy a French Trade hed charge and for whon Sarpy
County vas named.,

He ves-a Lare~devil, 'afraid of nothing, He owned the Terry boat, which
ran between St, Maryls and Bellevue, He h:.d given orders to the Cptain of the
boat to only take a certain nuaber of teums &t & time, He said that "even if
Peter A. Sarpy winted on and the boat was full, not to take himh,

- I remember one day, Just &s the boat was ready to stert, he came driving
a mule team hitched to a bugey down to the landing and undertook to drive on the
boat,

They told him he could not go thattime, but he hud been drinking and assoon
as the boat sterted, he drove his tecm into t.e river,

It wvas herd vork Lo save n'n and his tean end buggy were lost,

However when I was in Iova in 1874 nothing remsined of St, Mary's., The river
hid caved in wnd telen 14, vith hundreds of zeres of farm lands down the stream,

The channel of the river vwas continuslly changing ané the Indians at that

time, claimed thnt the Missouri River wes once like the Plutte River is now}
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& wide shallow stream. Theold river channel beds at that time seemed to bear
out the theory. The old c..nnels could be found on the esst side of the river,
several miles If'rom where the muin channel was at that time,

Yhen the channel changes from one side %to. the other a sand bar forms, After
big rain the old channel would fill with sand and the boats would have to hunt
the new channel causing much delay,

All the Dozts on the river at that time, were flatbottomed and were provided
with spars, that were forty of fifty feet in length. There spars were in frontof
1 the cabin and were connected with an engine, that was used to holst heavy freight
out of the holds, g

The boats were always loaded to sit a little lower in the water in the bow,

than aft and in running on & sandbur the rron of the baotwould be aground, while

the after part would be afloat,

The spurs were then lowered over the side of the boat and the engine would
1ift the bow, by pressing down on the sour, then the mwain engine would drive
the boet forwsrd until it would again strike bLottom,

The foot of the spar would be moved forward and the sam thing done over
and over, until they were clear of the sandbar, This was indeed slow work.

On the completion of the Hoymibel and St, Joe railroed, the company put
ona weekly line of two bouzts ot Omaha und one to Leavenworth, a town that had
started wouth of ¥t; Le:venworth,

They kent the Owzha line gcing until they completed the rallroad to
Council 3luffs in 1869,

After being in St, Joseph for a while, we decided to g0 vwpinto Iowa near
vhere John Davenport was living, but had to veit for the opeining of Navigation
in the spring,

I vent to work at anything I could find to do and my wife found plenty of
vork helping the women who needed help.

I started cutting wood, across the river near the present town of Blwood,
The timber was frozen end not being much of a wood chopper, I quit and went out
into the country to bresk hemp,

I soon Zound vnlenty, of work and could break so well that I was soon sble
to #fi make & doller and & helf to two dodlars per day and before the close of the
season was making threo dollers per day,

After the close of hemp breaking, I worked around for about & month. About
the first of June we took vassageé on the Steamboat Admiral and landed at Millville
Landing midnight and the next dsy we went out to John Davenport's,

I went to vork at anything I could get to do, mwostly sawing shingle blocks,
out of the blg cotton wood trees thot gew aléng the river,

It was while liviny here on the third day of August that our firat child, a
boy was born.

The next soring I bought o yoke of oxen &nd twenty acres of land, I broke
out part of it snd nlunted it to sod corn, which made f£ifty five bushel
to the acre,

The next spring, www/W/ﬁ/wmw traded my land for a horse
and my team of oxen for another horse und rented'a nlace just
east of Bartlett, Idwa, :

hat winter I toolk the Malaria and was siel al) winter and {n the svring, vas
herdly «vle to wmove,

In Aoril our second child, & girl vas born, My wife and the children
were sick all swumer, Times wer very h.rd ror us, so in the soring of 1860,
we decided to zo ezst and look for work,

We drove cur team to 5t. Joseph end sold them ard took paseage on the
Steambort Julls for St, Louls,
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CHAPIER 25
LIFE IM MICHIGAW

I 41d not find anything to do in 8t, Louis, so we went to Detrolt, Michilgan.
I went to work ror seventy five cents wer dey and had to take 1t in store pay,

I soon found & cousin of mine, vrho had left ¥ngland some years before, He
zot we & position with the Michigan Central Railroad at ninety cents per day in -
real money.,

I will say here, thet this cousins nume was Horace Fosdick, You will notice
that we did not spell our names the same, Although our fathers were brothers,
they could never sgree on the snelling of the name.

My rather always claimed that their father spelled 1t with an "R while
his faiher insisted- that it was svelled without one,

I have of'ten seen the n me Fosdick in print, but never with the exception
of my own ramily, heve I ever seen my name in print in this country, but I am the only
dyh one of my rather's family thut ever come to America,

After I had been &t the depot for & year, 1 w.s ~de Foreman over a gong
of men. The Michipgen Cen. ral Depot at that time, wts west of Third street and
fronted on the Detroit river,

The Steumboat Union, met the trains arriving over the Michigan Central
and ferried them scross the riv r, making connectlions with the
Great Vestern of Canada ot Windsor for uvilagre ¥alls, Coming back it would transfer
passangers from Windsor #fd to the Michipan Central, |

Another boat called the Vindwor did the s:me work from Vindsor to the Michigan
Southern &nd the Detroit and Milvoukee depots in the east part of the ecity. |

Ky work was in the east bound freight office. A pmood shzre of the
frieght conslsted of Llour in oarrels. One hundred barrels at that time makeing
8 ctr lond,

In the fall of the year, {lour shipments from the west were vary heavy
ond more men wer taken on &t thet timse,

I hed ch rge of eight new men and found plenty fo work breaking them in,

Our regular hours vere irom seven in the morning, until we would get all the
ears thot came In during the dry unloaded.

Sometimes this vould take untll after midnighty then bLick apzin at seven
in the morning, Ve were maid for over time after seven o'clock at nilght,
80 th.t our regular day wes twelve hours,

It was &5 nsrd life. Later in the season, whenever there vas a chonce to
rest, most of the men would sleep and h:d to be wakened as soon as another traln
of curs vere backed in to he unleoded.

In the su.mer a great desl of wood was recelved and luter In the tall mess
pork and beelk, and lard in tlerces wes handled,

As soon as f'reezinr weather set in, vhole trains of dressed hogs arrived
from Chicago. These with the wool were all consigned %o the Greet Vestern., The
Stesmbor:t Union ferried them across the river, often assisted by the Steamer
Transit, whlch cnrried 211l the livestock arriveing at both depots across the
river.

After the Givil Ver had been in operation for some time and the Yederal
troops hud forced taelr wey into Tennessee, Alabama end Mississipoi, trainloads
of cotton began to come through our depot,

Originally this wes shipped over tne Mobils anmd Ohlo Railroad to Peducah,
Kentueky, There 1t would be dumped down to the bat landing and takem up the
River to Curlo,

It w.v then talen to Chicego and trinsfered to the Michigan Centedl cars

and shivped to Detroit, to be turned over to tlie Great Vieetarn,
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That road could net hundle so much treight, so it hed to be tiken care
of in Detroit and it made lots of extra work.

It was reported at one time during the winter of 1862, that the Michigan
Central freight depot had one million dollars worth of cobtton and the same
amount of Ilour, besldes thousands of barrels of beef and vork on hand at one
tine, '

The llvestock arriving from Chicago and way voints was unloadedat the stock
yards, obout & mile west of the depot. After being fed and allowed to rest,
they were driven into town &nd looded on the Transit and ferried across the river
end losded into Great VWestern cars for Niagara Falls,-

While nevigation was omen, most of the flour and non-perishable ireight
vas shipped vy lake to Buifalo. #%he Vestern Transvortation Co., had & line of
propellors plying betwsen Detroit and Buffalo,

These boats would unlotd thelr west bound frelpght then drop down 4o our
flour sheds and load with flour and cleur Tor Buftfalo between daylight end dark,

Yhen the ice became dangerous on Like Supesrior we would get some of their
bouts to load and they carried about e third more thon the regular Buffalo boats,

It had been the rule, late in the fall to discharge the extrs gung, but
as the Civil VWar hud largely increased freight trafiic, the extra gang vwas not
loid off, but more men tuken on, lages increased until in 1865, the men were
getting o dollar vwnd half ner day.

Abraham Lincoln had been nom neted at Chicago soon sfter I went to Detroit.
Soon after that the Democratlie Convention nominated Breckinridge and Lene and the
Paltimore Convention nom’nuted Dowmslas,

Slavery wae the main issue and there werce lots of Brecidnyidge flaps In
Datroit, Lincoln wis clected in the#fall end the Clvil war began the next spring,

After Coptain Wiles siesed the Royul Mail Steamer Trent and foreldly took
Mason snd Seidel prisoners, it coused & tremendous sensation in England and across
the river in Canada,

Yor a time 1t looked llke var between England and the North was inevitable,
British Red Coats wers dispatched to V indsor und Sandwick, in plein sight
of Fort Vayne on the American side,

Vinr wios hapnily averted, largely through the influence of Prince Albert,
for which we in Detrolt were devoutly thankful,

In the spring of 18063, I y4f very fodlishly quit the railroad to accept
vhet seemed a better vroposition'in Western lowa, but whieh dld not prove to be
as good #8 1t looked, .

Our second little girl was vorn while we had been in Michigan and in the
spring of 1863, I took my rfewmily ovack to Lows,

While we nrd been in Michigan we had nol reallized much of the efiects of the
Civil Vor, except for un incressed cmount of business,

Alfter we returned to Iowa we saw much more of the effects of the war. Ve
settled near the intersection of the rour states,

Kansan, lHebruska, Iowe and Missowtbwere a part of the Louisana purchase,
Tova Decame a sepurzte territory in 1838 and was admitted to the Union se a
state in 18h6,

Missourdi was admitted as a state in 1821 after & long and bitter political
controversy in Congress, The south vanted it %o be 2 slave state znd the north
ingisted that 1% must be a free stute,

The dispute vas ringlly sebtled by a comvromise to the effect that o
slavery would be vermitted in Missouri, but excluded from other varts of the
Loulsiana Purchuse north of Latitude 36 30,

In 1836 Lissoutd was reduced from its territorial size to the present state
limits, At the outbreszXkX of the Civil war, the neonle of the state were divided

in sentiment und both sides took wp zrms,
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Konsas and Nebr&sk& were made territories in 1854 under the Kensas Nebraska
Lill, Again the question of slavery arose,

They wére both Free States but Kensas esvecklly was the scene of many bitter
conflicts, iThe territory of Nebraska at thet time, comprised
a part of Colorado, Montana, Vyoming and the Dakotes.

Vhile there were no reguler urmies in our immediate viecintiy, there was
8 great deal of guerilla war fare around us,

The leader of these wns Quantrell, with his band of Outlaw Rebels,

At that time all the boats on the Missourl river between St, Louis and St,
Joseph had to protect their Pilot houses, ’ :

This was done by covering the sides with sheet iron, but they must necesgar-
ily leave an ovening in the front,

The Steamboat, The Sam Caty, was in Government service and vas returning
to St, Joseph with a number of sick snd wounded soldiers belonglen to & company
of Federals from St. Joseph, ‘

Just below Independence, the channel of the river compelled the Pilot to
steer straight for the bank. Quantrell and his bend were in hiding and opened
fire on the bvoat,

They compelled the Pilot to land and forciably took all those sick and wounde
ed soldiers ashore, stood them in a row and shot &ll of them. The boat was then
allowed to oroceed up the river,

All the bridges over the Hunnibal and the St, Joe Railroad were guarded.

The Feds and Rebs, as they were called hoted each other bitterly and lost
no opportunity to damage each other,

That Tall I sold weod to the boats on the river until it became frozen and
the boats cuit running, :

During the winter I agein had the Melaria and was sick until spring,

Life wae anything but pleasant there, so in the spring of 186h, I returned

%o Detroit and went Vick to.work at the lilchigan Central Depot,

I stayed there another;year, but my newlth did not improve, so we decided
to return to lngland, '
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CHAPIER 26
IN MY FATHER'S HOUMSE
' We left Detroit the last of February 1865 for New York and engaged passage
on the Sailship Liverpool for London and left on the morning of March fifth,

I was sick nearly all the wsy, but my wife ahd the three children enjoyed
the trip,

Ve arrived in London early in April and took the train for Watford and I
vas once more at home, in my father's house, aftersan, absence of over twelve years,

iy varents were living in the same place and their daily life was exoctly
the =eme as when I left,

With the exception that all had grown older, I could almost imugine the past
© twelve years to heve been a dreanm,

My brothsr, five years clder than myself had disd., The rest like myself were
all married with families of their own, but the general condltions had changed
very little during the yeara I had been awvay,

A few days after we ret.ched home, one morning Lord and Lady Essex rode down
to the Lodge. Father went out and they told him, they understood that I was honme
and they would like to talk with me,

I went out and they asked me a good many things about life in America and
finally sald they heurd thi.t I pad married an American girl and they would like
to see her, I found that a good many of my old friends were curbous to see
what kind of a girl I had married.

American wives werse not as common in England at that time, as they later
have become,

I called my wife and introduced her to Lord and Lady Essex. She often
lavghed sbout i1t, Yot having been ralsed in England and not having been coached,
as to what was expected of anyone in talking with nobility, whe talked vith them
as she would any one,

After visitingaround for two or three weeks I gpew tired of belng idle and
largely through the infliance of Lord Essex, I soon secured work on the London
and NWorthwestern Railroad.

I reported at the Main office in REuston Square with a letter from Lord
Bamex and efter passing & very severe examination, I was ordered to report at
the Birmingham Station at once, °

I arrived in Birminghem on the twenty sixth of April and as I was alking up
the street the first thing I sew was a big bulletin telling of the Asssssination
of President Lincoln., A little farther up the street, I saw an other account
of it, but it was not until we got the papers the next morning that we Mmew the
particulars,

The mail from the States had arrived that day as the cable had not then
baen laid, - '

T went t0 work in the Parcels Denartment, which la much the same as our
Express Offices. The pay was only seventeen shillings and alx nence per weok
for the lowcst grade,

I wns given work in the Second Grade, but at the lowest wages, but my exper~
jence with the Michigan Central made the work very easy for me,

I hed left wmy family at Father's, until I could get settled, Vhen I went for
them, I found them with my sister. Her two children hed the measles and it vas
not long berove our three took them.

I returned vith out them, bui by the time I had a house rented, they were
able to come and we were once mors settled,

My work ealled for one week during the day and the next weel night work,

changing with the other man, gho vas getting twenty shillings per week,
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. After I had worked that wey for some time, I asked the Superintendent
for the same vay, th:.t the man I changed with, was getting, I vas told that
the company did not raise mny ones puy, until they had worked for & yeer.

I told Mr, Apted, the clerk in ch:rge, that if I covld not have the same-
pay, that the other men'was getting I would not stay in the rsrade. I would go
into the lowest grade it onid just as muchand was not as hard work,

It vas notevery one who could do the second grusde work, s0 in a short time
Mr, Apted told me that they had broken their rules and raised my vay. The
game thing hepnend vhen I wi.s trunsfered to the first-grade work, which paid
twenty me shilllngs per week,

That was hardly enough to live on, UMy wears in the states had made me too
independent to cater to every one a little my suverior, as I would have done
had I never left ¥nglund and as any one was exvected to do,

For so long, I had been vwhere men were on an eguality, that I did not find

the work plet.sant, _

I remember one time in verticular when I was reported. I was busy transfer-
ing parcels from one part of the station to another and hed a vheel barrow of
parcels and bhed' to cross the tr.ck with them.

There was & trailn coming end I had to run to get across., Just in fron of me
vas 8 Gentleman, as they were called, I called to nim to get out of my way,
but he vald no attention to me and in pessing hinmg I ran against him,

He immediutely revorted me and I wne called into thwe head offices,

The man in charge asked me sbout 1t and I told him Just how it happened.

He said thet this Gentleman, insisted that I apologize to him.e I told the clerk
that I would not do it, that I gave him w:rning to get out of my way and it
ves either hit him or get hit Ly the traln wyself,

Late in the fall, it wns reported that & man, lovgely interested in American
Railroads wes hiring men snd sending them to Cincimmati to work, During the winter
I wrote.to nim for warticulars.

His nesme was Sir llartin Pete, He vreplled to my letter by saying, that
not knowing me varson:ally, he couwld not promise me any particular vosition, butb
thet he would give me a letter to the Superintendent of the road and I could
no doubt get something when I reached Cineinnati,

Ve decided that ve had had enourh of Englind and that we would return to
the United States,

I went down home and vorrowed some money from Fether and bede them all good-
bye and late in February, we took passage on the Steamshin Alabama for New Orleans.

CHAPTER 27

‘ STORM AT SEA

This was the third time I hud crossed the Afluntic, but was my first trip
in & Steamshin, e soon Sound a ol difference between riding in & wooden -
salling ship tnd an iron steamer. The former rides the waves and while it
_does a lot of piltehing, there is very little rolling, The steamer cuts »ight
through the vaves and drenches the deck with water. Yhile there is very little
pitchinre, 1t rolls & ;rent deal,

va 1eit Livernool in the arfternoon, with the Storm Signals flying, There
vere two other vellels cleared for Yew York, so we dld not stom.

. fter we vere through the English Chamnel and out into the open sea, we found

the QEorm in full blast and 1t continued Jor three days,

he next morning, I took my lit{le boy and went on deck, The spray from

the tow oI the steamer was worse than rain, eo we soon went below,

The first day, none or us were allowed outside our rooms, but durine the

[ T
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night a huge vave smashed our sky light, letting in great quantities of vater,

The ship was rolling from slde to side &nd the vater splashing across
the floor. Some boxes thet wew not well fTastened broke loose and began toc batter
down some of the bunks, ‘

The stewart in ch: rge sent for help. The Chlef Stevart cime and seeing the
danger sent for the Captain,

The Cantain sent vord back thi.t he could not spere a men, but that he would
change the course of the ship long enough to get the wvassangers, about fifty, into
the Kain Cabine, ;

As soon as the rolling eased up & L ttle, & scramble took pluce, to be the
firat ones to get out,

I had mub my wife saud children into my bunk whéen the water broke through,

We decided to walt until the rush woe over. Ve had little hoves of escaping, but
vere afraid 1f we tried 4o get vy in the rush, we might get sevarated,

Ve were slmost certaln the ship would go dowm ind we decided to stay together
until the last,

After the ruvsh was over, we started uwp the ledder, to the maln deck, Xven
then the outlook was bead. Ve had to g0 qulte a distance to recch the quarter
deck and it wrs pitch dork, '

My wife had the buby in her lert arm, the other little girl, we had between
us end I had the littls boy by the hand.

i’ had started for the Upper deck, ‘There was & pen on deck which had contained
somesheep, but the storm had broken one sids of It looce rxd swung it scrces
the gangwey. Ve soon came to a halt., I found that the little boy was inside
this sheep pen snd we had to beck up to get him out,

All this time the water wvas roaring in the scutters close to us, Vhen we
reached the steps leading to the Uoper Deck, some one opened a door
leading from the main ceblh to the Beck. Ve were close enough to dar in thers,
vefore the door vas clossd &nd we vere safe for a while,

Wle wore wet and indeed a sorry looking bunch to talte possession of the
¥irst Cabin, I had managed to carry with me a large woolen shawl which we had,
so that we 21l laid oown on the {loor until mornings,

The next day the cablin skylight was lifted by the storm and the water poured
in on us agnin, They immedlotely nuiled & large plece of tarpaulin over the
broken skylight and we men went to work dipping up the water and carrying it
out and soon-had the iloor fairly dry.

yle had & number of Irish Bulgrents on board., They were sll so frightened,
that it was hard to do anything with them, There vas u blg bunch of them
huddled together in one corner, screaming and praying,

then the skylight broke and let the weter in on us, I remember one big
Irishman begun to cry &nd reached out his hund to the fellow beside him &nd
said "Good bye Jessie, I thought last night we were ygone, but we &re gons this
time sure!, ‘This set the other to screaming louder.

Yen we Legoan to bail out the water, we ried to pet them to help,
but you could not get ono of them to move. My wife went to them and told them,
"If they could not get up &nd help, for goodness aake %to stop screaming", but
t1)1 offorts to quiet them vas Useless,.

, The storm li-sted two days lomper and tinally subsided. Ve were afraid every
thing in our trunks and boxes would Le ruined. It was two days Lefore we could
et dowm to them, but found them dry £nd not harmed by the storm,

The ship did not encountexr any more bad storms, bub we had stormy weather
nearly sll the woy,

About two weelks atrter the big stomm abated we were surpprised one mornign
to miss the throb of the engine, We were told that the boiler had sprung a leak
end that stesm hod Yeen let down, so 1t could he petched,

Ons or the ship's loose nunds, vho vers always nplaying nranks and trying
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t0 scare some one, told a green Irish boy, vho hed a slster on board. that the
shiv vas sinking,

He told nim that the water had vui out the fires thst the Captain wes going
to desert the shlp and that the women &nd children would be vut off first in the
boat, '

He told this boy to ask if he could not go with this sister in the first
voat, Soon after thut the First lcte & thorough seaman commenced his walk
around the deck, This sailor told the Yoy thet this Pirst Mate was the man to
ask, .

We noticed thet the boy was following the late around and vhen he started to
€0 up on the Quarterdsck, the boy walked up to him and said "And Please Sir! snd
can I go off in the first bvoat?!

The First Mate vus & very stern man and not knowing vhy the boy asked
the question, replied "I don't care a d--n what boat you go inll,

The ssilor %told the boy, that meant he could zo,, He went downstairs screame _
ing and crying snd told hls sister that the ship wes sinkdng and then pandemonium
broke loose nzain, The Stewsrt hearing the commotion, asked the cause of it
end vas told that the ship was sinking,

He told them it was not so, thi:t there was no danger at all, but
hig word hed no effect on the Imigrants. He then sent for the Captain ovut he
could not quiét them, so the Chief Nnrineer came and. told them, they wers
. vorking on the boiler and would soon hove it fixed znd steam up £nd the engines
) Stu‘rted.

; He told them if they did not believe him, for some of them to go down

with him and see ir he had not told them the truth, They were rinclly convinced
snd 1% was not vexy long wntil we heard the throb of the engine and all was
quiset once moreion board,

In nearing the Buhsna Bank, we went through the Hole in the Wall and
passed between the coast of Ylorida and Cube snd An due time errived safely
at New QOrleans,

Tt had Leen thirteen years since I had first landed at New Orleans in 1853,
but such a change, Yhen I landed there the rirst time, the Laevee was crowded
vith out going ships and steamboats, but now it was deserted,

The effects of the Civil Ver on Wew Orleans wis plain to ve seen,

There vas only one boot at the Levee, the Indiana, It was to lecve that aften-
noon for Clneinnutl and we took passere on 1t. At Loulsville, howevar we vers
transfered to the . General Lytle,

Vinen wo arrived in Cincimnati, I lost no time in vresenting my letter from
Sir Martin Psto to the Superintendent o. the road,

He received we very kindly and told me, had I come eight months or & year
gooner, he .couwld have given me & [ood plece, but the Civil war wes now ended
and they wetre over run with men wanting Jobs,

I told him that I hed worked for the lichigan Central in NDetroit., He told
me if I wanted to go there, he would pive us o pass to PToledo, but could not
give us one beyond there,

I told himathat I would avorecinte the pass to Toledo and it was not far
rrom there to Dstroit.

Ve landed in Detrolt in the evening ond left our bLagwage at the depot until
morning., That night the devnot and Steamshlp Yindeor were burned, A vumber of
lives vere lost tnd we lost all our biwage and had nothing excepnt the cloths
ve were wearing, ’

CHAFTYER 28
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The next mornign I applied agaln at the Michigan Central Depot for work and was
glven my old job once more and sterted tow-ze worlk.

During the year I had veen in Bnglend, the freight houses had burned and
a number of the men lost thelr lives. [idff}iéh Among them, being the man who
had taken my place, All that was ever Tound of him, was a bunch of keys, known
to have been in his rossession,

A I stayed ot the devot from “pril of 1866 until Novemver 1867, EBverything
vas very high in Detrolt at thuat time ¢nd wages hed not ineressed in proportion
to the cost of living, .

Hour w:s twelve dollars ner barrel, calico and muslin thirty to forty cents
wer yard and everything elase in provortion, while about the most any of the
men were recelving was o dollar and & half per day. Ve found that{ we could not
live as we had when I was there betore,

I wvas offered a posifion in Vestern Iowa, to clerk in a sore for twenty five
dollars pepr month, with house and .irewood funished, and as everything wes much
cheaper, we declded to go vack there,

Looking buckward now, I think there is the time I made & big mistake, At
that ime Frank Snow and h»red Delano were clerks in the offices at Detroit, Both
afterwurd became Presidents of Railronds., VWhile T might never have become
a President, at that time, I was considered a first class man in the freight
department,

Yo had another boy born while living in Detrolt and now had a family of
four chlldren,

e returned to Xowa by the way of Chicago. X¥rom there to Coucnil Bluffs,
over the Chicago and Worthwestern, which hed just been bullt,

I worked in the store thit winter, but not liking the conrinement, I moved
dovn on the Missourd bottom and,sold wood to the steumboats on the river.

I took a contruet to clear off twenty ccres of timber, guarantesing
the ovmer one hundred dollars ner scrs,

I had a saw mill come &nd we sawed the logs into lumber and the rest vas
cut into four foot cord wood,

I was surnrised to sees so many boats running, but with the building of the
Union Paecifie railroad, Omaha and Council Bluffs whad grown to be quite large
clties, :

There was & regular line of 'boats called "The O, Line! betwsen St., Lowle
and Omsha, besides the 35t, Joe ond other boats going up the river,

These boats were nearly all stern vheelers and burned lots of wood, It
was seldom that a boat would take less than fifteen ond more often twenty
cords of wood . at a time,

I bfought most of my wood mt & doller and half per cord und sold it
for three fifty and rour dollars ver cord, so that I made good money at that,

One of the boats whiéh I wooded whenever it vassed my landing was the
0ld Sum Gaty, the boat which Quantrell had forced to sdda-land four years before,

T continued in this work as long as the rlvor was not frogzen, until the close
of navigation in 1870,

After the Burlington had built their road through the St, Joe and Grand
Island in connsetion with the Honnibal and 5t, Joe reads, it was found that they
could malte so much vetter time, that the beats could not compete with them and
wers forced to quit,

After that there was no money to be wade hauling wood so I moved across the
river into Mebraske territory and rented a form, I planted 2 ecrop of corn ard
had fine prospects, but & sovers hall storm struck us and very little of
the crop was left,

Barly in April of 1870, I received my Naturalization rapers and became a

full citizen of the United Stites and swore to obey the laws of this country
L]
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I became o full citlzen at the District Court in Glenwood, lowa,

As I had always been & firn believer in a tariff for revenue only, I natural-
ly cast my lot with the Democratic party. I took an oath of allegiance to the
United States and swore to obey the laws of this country.

I have alvays tried to be loyal to my vurty, never but once &4did I desert
the ticket, that was in 1896, when they made Free Silver the issue,

I have never been so narrow however, that I could not see good in the other
side, nor to recognize that my neighbor did not huve just as good & right to
hie views as I had to mine, ‘

On state and county tickets, I huve always placed the man ahead of the party,
And sime of the best friends I have ever had, have been members of the Republican
party

I bave always tried to ve a loyal American citizen and have alweys been a firm
vellever in law enforcement.

It mede no dirference to me whether the law sulted me or not, or whether it
wvas considered pooular, 1 held that so long as Lt vas the luw of our land, it was
my duty to both obey and uphold that law,

In my younger day, I alvwnys took qulte an sctive part in volitics, but after
the election was over, 1f my man vas dereuted, I relt tnat I owed allerslence %o
the victor and thnt he wes my President, even if Y did not heln to elect him,

In the fall of 1872, I vwes eclected Assessor of Lyons Township, Mills
County, Yova, I finished uy assessing during the spring following,

It was while livin: there, thet we experienced the panic of 1873 and
times were very hard '‘n Vestern Iowa.

The next few years I farmed around Glenwood, Iowe but much of the time
crops were poor, In L875 we had fine prospects for corn, It was sbout a foot
high in June, vhen an immense cloud of grasshovvers settled down on the Lottom
land and in & very short time, ked eaten everything in sight,

It was a vory wet year in lowa and aster the hopners lert, the corn srew
uwp agaln and made sbout heli a crop. )

I had a fine patch of wotatoes and the only way I could save them, was to
cover them with the cultivitor und after the hoprers lerft, I harrowed the dirt
off,

Three more boys had been born to us, during the ten yeurs we had veen in Iowa,

Late in the fall of 1876 ) moved to Graig, Missourt to take charge of a Grist
Mille I bouwsht corn wnd wheot ahd shiposd rlour.

Business was good and I did well there, but the owner of the mill, %through
an unlucky smeculation, lost heivily and had to sell the mill,

The new owrer wanted to run it himself, so I bad to glve it up.

It wae here in Anril of 1878, that our younpest child & girl was born.

CHAPTER 29

VESTVARD AGATN

My health had never bLeen very good on the li3ssourl bettom, so we decided to
go ferther west,

In July 1878, with my femily, I moved to Republic County, X«nsas, My femily
now consisted or myselt, wife und eirht children, I'ive boys und three girls,
renging in age from twenty one down to a buby or threc months,

The St. Joe nnd Grend Xslend had built their road thvowsn to Grand Lalond,
Nebraska, Ve went &s fmr as Fairbury, Hebresks Ly rail,

¥rom Fzirbury we drove about forty miles south west to the Rose Creek
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settlement, &8s it was called.

Here I bought eighty acres of land, with a small h-use and barn on the
nlace,

Ve were once more, as you might call it, On the Frontier, The country had
been settled for eight or ten years, but we had no close towns and our nearest
railroad voes at Belvidere, Nebraska'bout twenty rive miles north,

Ve hauled what grain we hed to sell to Belvidere, often selling our corn
for ei;ht and ten cents, after haulins it twenty five miles, ¥armors in this
Vestern country do not think tventy five miles much of a drive now, With the
trucks they have, but with a tewm and wagon it was a long hauwl.,

Ve had ldved in & good many localitles, but never did we find better neighm
bors than we hud there. Among the early settlers at Rose Creek, were the Cappenter
Brothers, Regestor Iirothers, John loschart, Cherley Northrup, Dutton, Bugbss,
Cooper and others,

Of all the old settlers, I think the only ones living now are Zack Carpenter,
who still lives on the old home vlece, Mrs, Libbie Repester who lives at
Chester and myself,

Farther west of us about six miles was another settlement, called Graineville,
Desmond. Creine wae the Postwmaster, it belng on a Star lMail Route and It vas here
we got our medl, '

Others living there were Thomas Benson, Childs, Glemn Wilkie, and Iarkins.
These vere all eifher Scotibh or ¥nglish,

Bast orf we thout six or eight miles, was another settlement near an dnalén
inland town called Ida,

It wes winile living on this place that we saw our first and only preirie fire
end I shall never rforget it,

My ferm wos loented about helt a mile south of Rose Creek, a mall stream
running almost due enst sand heving a good grow of timber on the banka,

Between Rose Creek &nv the lebicslm ~ Kansas line were some ialrly vell
improved, farms, owned uy two brothers by the nome of Clark, wilith their sons and
Familios, but most of them hzd good fire Lreaks nround thelr land,

North or them wcross the liwe in lMNebrasks for & distance of almost ten

miles, the country vas very spircely settled «nd was covered with a heavy growth

of gress,

Farly in November of 1878, we noticed the reflection of fire on the clouds
to the northwest, The wind was Llowlng from the south, so we were not much
elarmed.

On Sunday evening, the wind chinge d to the northrest and we saw that the fire
was coming our vay.

Ve knew th:t the timber and creek on the north would be a fire break for us
at that point, Section seventeen to the north and east of us, was covered with
heavy grass, Ve knew thit if the rire crossed the state line, it would reach
section seventeen and we wére airaid it misht juwo the creek at that woint,

{y nldest sonend B young w:n who was at our house visiting, and who was
farminz near section seventeen, saddled their horses, intending to beat the
fire to his place, .

Although the fire hnd not crossed the state line when they started, it beat
them to section soventeen. "They had run their norses a mile and helf, vhile the
fire had traveled almost four miles, :

Any one vho has neyer seen a prairie fire cen not imagine whot it is like,
In this case the wind wss blowing eb.ut rorty miles ner hour and the fire travel-
ed as -aat as the wvind, The flames seemed to fairly roll over the prairis,

The voys kept on and reached the honme oif a man named Dooley, who lived
south of section seventecen. They were «ll tsleep vnd unavars of their danger,

The boys awvmkened them and helped them to save their.property, and then
rode on east,




sienmgRh

Page 62 i

Ahout 8 mtle enst of Dooley's place, the creek made & shurp turn to the
north, The grass there wus med small =nd the timber held the fire back and it
scon burnad itself out.

No 1lives were lost, buf Uncle Hed Clark, who lived near the state line
e B severelJ burned.,

On February eighth 1880 our little boy Churley aped eight years, died with
diptheria pnd the rest or the chlldren were sick., It was durins this time, that
va realized the goodness of our neilpghbors.

The summer of 1881l was ver dry, with hot winds, mhich burned up the corn,
That £211 I sold the furm znd moved to Chester., The Burlington had built their
road west from St, Joes and the village of Chester hud been started,

Our three oldest chillren had wmarried and with the death of Charley, there
vare nov only four children at hone,

Ve steyed in Chester that winter and the next spring moved on a farm southe-
east of Chester and raled & .cod crop. The next year we had prospects of a fine
crop of corn, but on the aiternoon of July tenth, a severe hailstorm swept over
us and not & vistize of the crop remtined.

Our chickens hud nealy all been killed by the hail stones and we were discour-
aged.,

That winter I moved to Chester, bought three acres in the south part of town
and built & small houspi on it and there I lived for thirty eight years,

I was elected Jus%ice oi the Peace in 1884 und served one year.

Grover Cleveland was eleclted President in November 1884 and in September
188h, 1 was avpointed Post Master snd served until Jenvary first 1890,

In the Fall of 1891, I vas nominated Tor Clerk of the Disthict Court of
Theyer County on the Democratic ticket,

Jy wife was sick, so I did, not make any canvess and was beaten by James
Dinamore, the Republican nominee, who wasg up for re-~election.

Uy, wife dled on the third day of April 1892 after an illness of almost two
years, ‘e had been merried over thirty rive yoars and raised & family of eight
children, wlth one dying in infancy.

Vle had exporienced all the hurdships thit could befall the esrlysettlers,
Through it all she never compnined and wus ¢ lvays uil]iny to meke the best of vhat
ever we had,

She was always & ture wife &nd help mate, & loving mother and a kind neighbor,
The weather was never oo cold, or the roads too bad for her to go miles to help -
g neighbior in tim eof need,

After the death of my wife, the tlhiree boys started out for themselves and
I vae left alone with my youngest dauvghter,

The Democrats had again bee victorious and I was anpointed Post Master for
the second time, taking my office on the first of Junuary 159&.

My daughter wms my asslstance cnd housekeeper and -in this way, the next three
vears were snent,

| GHAPTUR 30
GROVING OLD

On Yebruary twenty second 1397, vas married the second time to Miss
Ilizz Howe of Denton, .lebraslhn,

Ly term as Post Laster expired Junuary first 1898 and I retired a good deal
from Public life,

I hed my little home in the south part of town, consisting of three acres

nnd there I spent most of my time,
I served TFour terms as Presinet Assessor, wrote Insursnce and wvas Clerk
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and Sexton &f the Chester Cemsiary Association and with these things I managed
to keep folrly busy.

As the years vassed and I grew older, I suffered & great deal from
Rheumetism. From 1916 I was coniined pretty closely to my home &nd in a vay
lost track of arfairs in the town in which I lived,

I had always been very fond of vreading and much of my time was sventin that
WaY ¢ :

My wife died on the eleventh of HMarch 1922, after a long illness,
My younges davghter, who wus living in Sidney, Nebraska invited me to make
my home with her and I accepted the invitation, .

I had lived in Chester and on the sameplace for over thirty eight years and
had alwvays supposcd that I would dle there, but it was not to be, .

At the time Y left there, I was the oldest merzon in town, being elghty six
years snd six months old and vas one of the oldest settlers.

James VWilson veing the oldes resident of the town, having been ther since
1880, George Strailn and lrs. Belle Brown moved there about the same time I did,
vut had not lived there continually,

Yfe lefy Chester in & huge dovm pour of rain, which turned to snow as we
reached Oxtord, cuusing us Lo miss our train &t Brash, Colorade »nd we did not
" arrive in Sidney until twe a'clock on the morning of larch twentieth,

I vas made to feel perfectly at home in my daughter's home and soon grew
to like Sidney very wuch,

My old iriends thought I would never be able to content myself any place
else, after Living in Chester so meny years and being so old,. '

Much has been written und told :bout the Pioneer Days of Sidney in the
year of 1868, It was made & m'litary oost and knovn as Fort Sidney., The rort
wvas discontinued in 1894, .

At the time gold wes discovered in the Elack Hills prospectors from the
eant come through Sidney over the Union Pacific wnd freighted overland to the
the hills ebout two hundred miles north.

These prospectors yith the covhoys all ready in the country and the
despercdors who always follow these trails gave to the town the neme, Hhe Tozhest
town in the United states”,

They tell us of & time when the Union Pacifie refused to stop thelr
trains in twon, until they cleanegd up.

In July 1922 all the bodies buried in the old cemetary were disinterred
end shipoed to Fort Jif McPherson National Cemetery neer Maxwell, Nebraska,

At that time bodies were found which had been buried with their boots and
hats on, just os they fell, Others were found with rope around the neclk, &ll
telling a silent story of the manner in which they met desth, and bearing
out the stories of the Ploneers thet many in those days were buried with the boots
on, othiors buried between' sunset and sunrise and 2l tiv-t was ever knowvn, w.s thers
was & new grave in the old cemetery,.

But this 18 all ancient history now znd out of the ruins of old Fort Sidney
has arisen one of the best tovms on earth and one of which all may be proud to
call Hone,

It is located in the Lodge Pole valley, with hills to the north and South,
the valley extending to the east and west., It is on the lain Line of the
Union Bacific, of which it has for many years been a freight divislon point.

It is also on the Burlington Branch between Denver and Billings, Montana,
and. on the Lincoln Highway.

Qur little city is now an ideal nlace in which to live, The old days
of lawlessness are gone, Fine school buildings, churches and homes have

tulkken thelr place. Our people ns o whole, are cnorgetio and law ablding,
On the t&lbe lands to the north and scuth are the wonderrul vheat farms,
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which have made Cheyenne County famous,

Just now times wre & little hard caused by the low price of farm products
particulorly of wheut.

I cannot help but comvire conditions here now, vhere sll hove the necessaries
of life and wany of the luxuries of life, with the hard times, I have known
in the past, ‘

The people of today cannot realize the trails and hurdships of the early
Pioneers, nor how much they owe to those who Llazed the trail across this western
counbry. ‘

CHAPTLR 31
ATTHER ALMOST SEVILDY YEARS

My health improved vepidly sfter renching Sidney, With good care end the
invigorating climvite, it wis not long until I could ride for miles in the auto-
mobile, without getting tired, VYhen I fivst arrived, My daughter and her husband
told me, that just as soon as I could stand the trip, they would take me to see
the ruins of 0ld ¥ort Luremle, nbout a hundred and Tifty miles northwest of us,

At the time, I did not think I should ever be able to make the trip, bug
about the first of July we began to vlan for it, On the morning of July sixth,
we let't Sidney nbout elght olelock in the morning, This tine we traveled in a
Dodge Rondster at the rate of thirty five to forty miles vper hour., This was
quite different from walking and drivinstvwo yoke of oxen hitched ato & coverad
Vg0,

On this trip we traveled as far in ahlf and hour, as we would drive in a
devy La the olden tines, .

Ve drove north throush the towa of Huntsman, Gurley &nd Dalton, to
Bridgeport abat forty miles north., A few miles north of Dalton we dame in sight
of the Plutte Valley. \le did not cross the river ut Bridgeport, but kept along
the OLd Oregon trail, on the south slde of the river, Soon «fter leaving Bridge-
port, we come in sight of chimney Rock., This was the first thing that looked
at all matural, You will remember that this rock was one of our old landmarks,
It 1s possible thut the storms and winds of almost seventy years have worn some
of it away, os 1t dld not look ¢oulte as tell as Y remembered it, but other-
wise 1t wnus Just t.he same, At Bayard ve ecrossed the Platte on o fine bridge,
but whnich we had Jorded many times years ago. I cowld hardly meke myself believe
thet I wes triaveling over the same ground, over which I had traveled in my youth,
At that time as Tar s the eye could rech, wi.s one sandy barren prairie, but now
& fine irrigeted country, with beautiful rields, trees and vines,

Vle passed the towvns of lMinstere tnd lleloveta and soon came within
slght of Scotts Bluff, andther old lendmirk cnd which looked natural. Contimiing
weet, we passed the towns of litchell, liorreld und Henry. Here we crossed into
Viyoming and spent the night at Vorrington., HHext mornlvg we sturted for our
destinttion. Golngthrough the town of Lingle, Vyoming, we come to the first
monument on the OLd lormon Trail, the others we had seen hed been on the Oregon
Trail, ' '

I had been vwvatching for the Lavemie Peak aivce leaving Scotts Bluff, but
the doy vas cloudy, so thit ve could only see a dim outline of it,

Up to this point, wlth the exception of the two old landwarks, nothing had
looked at all familisr to me, Soon ofter leaving the Lown of Lingle, I recognized
¢ oreck in the hills “o the southwest end told my eon-in-law, that I knew that
place, ‘fe soon came to the »resent town of Yort Loramie, vhich is sbout two

miles from the YLd Dort, At this plece ve let't the highway wnd crossed a
bridege to get down to the old vlace. This bridge is sowe distence below our old

-
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fording vlace and & diflerent roud lend from the bridge, past the old cemet&ry
to the forts

However, I recoimlzed the old place wt first glance and soon found myself
standing end. gazing on the sume landscape which I hed not seen for nearly
seventy yearss and vhere one or the most imnortant events of my life transpired,

I cannot ¥ind words sto express my feelings und as in & panorama, I though of the
intervening yearssand the chances they hed brought to me, PThen I First saw the
place, I wos only a boy of elgshteen full of hope and faith and with life =ll ahead
of me vhile the Yort vas a vesutiful and well kept place and alive with activity.

Wow I weas an old, old wan, with life behina me and the old for vas
deserted and in rduins., The chunge in tne fort I suppese was not gréater thon
the change in myself,.

The 01d Yort is now private proverty &nd a sign "No admittance" posted on
the gate, My son-in-law had been there two years before and knew lr, John
Hunton, who }ived there, so we went to see him,

I found that Mr. Hunton canme there just altsr the close of the Civil Var,
or ten years after I left, He told me thai he worked for & man named Vard,
vitom I hud Xnown as wun Indion Prader snd who loter Bought the Old Sutler's Store.

Very few of the 0ld bulldinge remain and they are a moss of ruins, but it
Just happened th:t the ones left wers the ones in which I was most interested.

The old Doby Store building is 8111l standing, bu the outside kitchen
door in the north end hag been closed. The doors and windows in the rest of the
butlding are the smme, so thet the general onpearance of the building is not
machchanged,

On the inside of the buklding the portitions and onenings ars the same,

The same old counter with thelr lron rallings, over which Hr, Tutt and
KMr, Dowzherty sold thelr goods are in the same mnlace,

An addition to the store hgd been built, Lloclking the back door to the

Id tchen, Ur, Hunton kindly tool us throuszh the other building into the idtchen

and I osew the room which hid been my home for four months turned into a stable.

_ I vointed to the pluce wiers my cot had stood and Mr, Hunton said he had
slevt in the same place, the first two years he we.s there,

I might add, thut the victure of the old bullding can be seen in the
Viyoming State Capitel at Cheyenne, It is said to he the oldest building stand-
ing in Vyoming today and I think without any doudbt one of the oldest
buildings west of the lMigsourl river.

fhe two story froun building a little the south is the one vwhich was occupled
in 1856 by Colonel Huffman, Ceptains Ketchum and Lowell and Dr. Page, but it
vas very badly delapitated,

Dr, Page, %ﬂﬁ had occupied the upstalrs apartment in the north end and 1%
vag here my wife had vorked the month we stayed at the fort after we were married,

I saw the window of the room we had occupied, but the stairs were too
badly worn for me to attehnt to climb them, _

This building, I was told, in later years was known as Bedlam, General
Charley King has writien a novel entitled "Bedlam or a Story of the Soulx Var
of 1876%, The scenes of which are laid in this building.

All the other buildings around the verasde gro.nd are gond, just & few founda-~
tions, lupossible to distinguish them,

There wves one small bulldin: some dlistence out and thls wi.se the nlace vhere
my friend Smm Covington had lived and where he fook my wife the night she stole
out of the lLormen Comp cnd come to the Tort,

Mha 01d corral where I went to milk is now a grove of tall trees, which Mr,
Hunton told me, he set out over fifty years ago, and which changed the looks
of the whole nlace, just as the trees &ll dovm the valley changed the looks
of the whole pltce,

The bridge over the Laremle river where I met my sweetnéurt and &sked her
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to leave the Morman Camp &nd come with me is gone, but I could loeate the
vlpace vhere it once hod stood, olso the place where I got into the cactus bed,
Time nnd deciy have chunged every thing made by the hand of man,

? " showing how fleeting are his works, but the flow of the river, the hills snd

the generel lundscane, Godl's handiwvork rewmain in the sume and will no doubt
until the end of tine,

As I turned in leaving for one last look at the old nlace, vhich I had never
expected to see agalin, the thought ciume to mg "Yhy 614 not the state of
Vyoming buy and preserve the old Fort as a State park?it

The Yellowstone Highway pessed clese by &nd hundred of tourlsts would
have visited it each year,

Yo prettler pluce could have besn found, with the hills on the south,
the mountains in the distunce and the beautiful Laramle river flowlng through it.
It could have been made into one of the besuty srots of the Veat,

It was the oldest for west of the Missourl river and sheltored and gave

.a1d to amny of the early wniloneers of the VWest, bul like the ploneer, It is now

& thing or tne past and lives only as & Memory.
OHAPYER 32
[ REAROSPECTION

Little more remains to be told, What I hive written in this narrative are

: pyents Just es they havpened in my 1ife, without any attempt at fiction,

I have endeavored to give the readers some Lldez of the life and
hardships endured by the Pioneers of the Vestern country and of the methods
sdopted by them,

I have also tried to glve ap unoreJudicad outline of the bellef and history
of the Morman Church, both as it was vreached to ue in England and as I dound
it practiced in Salt Lake City in the early deys,

I have told no exnggerated Indian Stories, #s8 I had none totell, Although
I erossed the plains twice in the 1ifties and spent much of my life on the
frontier, we warea never molested by thenm,.

During our trips umcross the plains, as I nave written many came to our camps,
but they were alvays friendly.

It vas ten or rifteen years 1l: ter thut the Indlans were dangerous,

Liany of them come to ¥t, Laramie to trade and I remember st that time, they told
us the Cheyennes ware on the iar Path over on the Lodge Pole, south and east of
Us,

I often vonder if the boy of today, 1f he is living seventy five vears
from now, vill be able to look vack and see the changes andimprovements which
I eon remewmber,

I have 1lived to see mhny thlngs which years ago we would have suid were
impossible, come to vass; until now I sometimes wonder if anything is really
impossaible, . .

The next seventy five ysars will I =m sure, unrold many wonderiul things
in the way of discoveries, inventions &nd imorovements, but the days of the
Pioneer in Ameries are pone foraver.

I have lived to see the ox team with thelr cumbersome covered wagon give
vy to the Stiage Couch and Pony lixpress, to ve rollowed leter by the rallroads,
auntomobiles and airoplanes elons with the telegraph, telephoneand wireless,

I have seen this great “iericen Desept, which was once the undisputed home of
the Red men &and ovutralo give way to the Vhite lun and his ecivilization,

From tne barren desolate prairies as I first remember 1t, I have seen it

develop into one of the richest und most productive countries on earth,
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I offer mo words of advise to the youth of today, knowing full well thet
1t woudd be useless.. Ly experience will do tihem no good, they must all work out
their own destinies,

As a boy, I vasiunwllling to heed the advise of my parents andstay with
them, belng deterumined to ge my own w y and many times did I bitterly regret
that I had not done so,

There is an old adage that "Opportunity knocks once :t every man's door',

I know thut he knocks, not once, but meny times ot every man's door, but in & form
which few recognize until too lite,

I lmwo that rrom & purely ilnwnciol stendpoint, I mlssed my first golden
oovortunity when I quit the mill in YVetford and c:me <o America,

Agein vhen I first went to Sult Lake, I know thit bad I been willing to have
followed the leaders there vt thut time and to huve believed every thing they did
wed ripght, I would nave had no trouble in working up.

I hed my ciance when I wes anogointed Clerk and m:de wp the records of the
Elders Quorum, but I could Not hake myself believe soms of the things they
practiced vere right, clthough many of their teachings I still belleve.

Agedn hed I stayed wlth the Michigen Central ¥ in Detroit, besides the countless
ownortuni ties. which every new country offers slong with its hardships,

I reslize thit my experience in this, ies no different from the averasge man .
We can all look back and see the ovmnortunities we have missed, but few of us are
gifted with foresight.

I have no formula for my long life. Perhaps it is due to the fact, that
I came from & family of long lived peonls, Uy rather, mother and one bvrother
died between the ages of elghty six and eighty eight, One brother was over
ninety., My oldest sister died in her nienty elghth year und my youngest
sister died o year ago, in her ninety ssventh year,

I never dissipated and never tcsted tobacco but once in my life. that time
made me sick :nd I never tried 1% apain, _

I have seon more of Fioncer life than falls to the avevsge man, I think I
have seén every phase of it,

I hive sesn my crope killed by dry weather and by wet veather, by hail
storms and hot winds, Faten br grass hopvers and chinch bugs and hove
sold the crops I dld raise at the worlds lowest wrices,

I have had my share of sickness and death.

But why say morse, I have not only lived ou$ Mun's allotted thnree
scors years «nd ten, but am nearing the four score yvears and ten,

Sitting today on tne porch nt my dauxhter's home in this beautiful western
Hevbraske town und reviewing my long life, I feel tnet with 11 my hardships
snd trials, I hove had any vlessings and meny things for which to be . thankful,

But my troubles ive )l ovor snd T am hapny and contented,

Wow os the day is drawinr to a close, I think how typical of my life this
dey has been, i .

The mornign sun arose in a cloudless sky, Harly in the foronoon olouds
appeared, hiding the sun, only to cleir avaey and come agnin, wvith intervals of
sunshine and shadow all day, for af in the wovds of Jow:fellow,

#iato each life soms rain must fall
. Some days must be dork rnd dvaray,

Bub novw &5 e Swilight hour anproa01as, the clouds have wll clewrsd oy
aud the sua lu alovly sinkingg 'n %o vosd,
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